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			Medicare supplemental insurance, also known as “Medigap,” is an important source of supplemental coverage for nearly one in four people on Medicare. Traditional Medicare has cost-sharing requirements and significant gaps in coverage; Medigap helps make health care costs more predictable and stable for beneficiaries by covering some or all Medicare costs, including deductibles and cost-sharing.

This policy brief provides an overview of the Medigap market, national trends in enrollment and premiums, variations across plan types and states and by different beneficiary characteristics. Lastly, the brief examines whether Medigap policyholders are enrolled in the lowest-cost plans available in their states.

This brief, issued in April 2013, is a revision to an earlier brief from February 2013. The revisions reflect updated methods for estimating Medigap premiums and for comparing plans within states. It is authored by researchers at the Kaiser Family Foundation and the University of California at Los Angeles.
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