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Citizenship Documentation Requirements in The Deficit Reduction Act Of 2005:  Lessons From
 New York


New York State is one of only four states in the nation that already requires documentation of citizenship for Medicaid applicants (the others are Georgia, Montana and New Hampshire), and the only state with significant implementation experience. New York’s citizenship documentation requirement has been in place since the mid-1970s, and provides a solid base of experience that can inform the implementation of the new documentation requirement in the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005, as well as planning in state Medicaid programs that will be documenting citizenship for the first time.

Drawing on legal research, interviews with Medicaid officials, and a roundtable discussion with front-line enrollers who provide Medicaid application assistance, this report provides an in-depth assessment of the New York State Medicaid program experience with citizenship documentation requirements.

Report (.pdf)
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