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Affordability Is the #1 Issue in the 2026 Midterm

How important, if at all, do you think it is for candidates in the 2026 midterm elections to talk about each of the following?

M Extremely important MVery important Bl Somewhat important Bl Notimportant
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50%

Conflict with Iran

Immigration

Abortion policy

Note: Among registered voters. See topline for full question wording.
Source: KFF Health Tracking Poll (September 16-21, 2026) KFF



Health Care Costs Are a Fundamental Part of Affordability
Concerns

How worried, if at all, are you about being able to afford each of the following for you and your family?

B Very worried Bl Somewhat worried BNot too worried BNot at all worried

EET S e T
Gasoline or other transportation costs _—
o L L
Monthly utilities like electricity or heat _—

50%

Health care*

Food and groceries

Note: The item "health care costs" includes the cost of health insurance and out-of-pocket costs for things like office visits and prescription drugs.
Source: KFF Health Tracking Poll (September 16-21, 2026) KFF



What Voters Agree on Across Party Lines

Health care is too expensive

More than half of Democrats, independents, and
Republicans are worried about affording
health care, ranking #1 or #2 on the list of
affordability worries across groups

KFF



What Voters Agree on Across Party Lines

Health care is too expensive

More than half of Democrats, independents, and
Republicans are worried about affording
health care, ranking #1 or #2 on the list of
affordability worries across groups

The system needs major changes

At least three-quarters of Democrats,
independents, and Republicans say the U.S.
health care system needs at least major
changes, if not a complete overhaul

KFF



Historically, Democrats Have Been More Trusted on Health Care;
Republicans on Economy

Which presidential candidate do you trust more on the following issues:

Health care Economy

Obama Obama

2012 +17 +7
Clinton

2016 +13 Trump +3
Biden

2020 18 Trump +4

. Trump

2024 Harris +9 +15

30% 35% 40% 45% 50% 55% 60% 30% 35% 40% 45% 50% 55% 60%

Note: Among registered voters. KFF
Source: KFF Health Tracking Polls (2012, 2020, 2024); Gallup (2016) for the economy and KFF (2016) for health care



Democratic Party Has Strong Advantage on Cost of Living and
Health Care; Voters More Divided on Addressing Fraud

Which political party do you trust to do a better job handling...?

B The Democrats M Neither © Both equally lThe Republicans

. the cost of health care 2% 00 Pk
. the cost of living EX S 257 7
abortion policy X (250 a%
...fraud in government programs _ 10%

Note: Among registered voters. See toplines for full question wording. KFF
Source: KFF Health Tracking Poll (September 16-21, 2026)



Democratic Party’s Advantage on Health Care Costs Has
Widened in Recent Months

Which political party do you trust to do a better job handling the cost of health care?

h Democrats
m 20
. Wk Democrats
April 2026 11
Democrats

March 2026 +12

September 2026

»® 7

h Democrats
January 2026 ™\ 19/ 13
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%
Note: Among registered voters. See toplines for full question wording. KFF
Source: KFF Health Tracking Polls (September 16-21, 2026, April 14-19, 2026, February 24-March 2, 2026, and January 13-20, 2026)



Cost of Living is Top Concern, But Talking About Fraud in
Government Programs Resonates with Republican Voters

Percent of voters who say each of the following are extremely important for candidates in the 2026 midterm elections to
talk about:

Democratic voters  Independent voters Republican voters

73% 63%
59% 49% /

39% 40%

Cost of living 62%
Health care costs 47%

Fraud in government programs R

IO
—+
=

Conflict with Iran 38% 44% 41% - 28%
Immigration 35% 35% 28%

Abortion policy - 21% 30% 13% . 20%

Note: Among registered voters. See toplines for full question wording. KFF

Source: KFF Health Tracking Poll (September 16-21, 2026)



Few Voters Think Reducing Fraud Will Lead to Major Reductions
in Their Own Health Care Costs

Do you think reducing fraud in government health programs would lead to major, minor, or no reductions in
your own health care costs?

B Major reductions I Minor reductions B No reductions | Not sure

Voters by party ID
Independent voters _-_ 24%

50%

Note: . Among registered voters. See topline for full question wording. KFF
Source: KFF Health Tracking Poll (June 25-30, 2026)



Initial Appetite for “Medicare-for-all” Higher than Previous Cycles

Do you favor or oppose having a national health plan, sometimes called Medicare-for-all, in which all Americans would get
their insurance from a single government plan?

100%

Prior to 2026, KFF polls last surveyed on

Medicare-for-all favorability in Oct. 2020
80
60 N daeememm e e Favor

------------------------ 66%
40 /\/w—‘ ---------------
-------------------- ® Oppose
20 340/0
0
2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Note: See topli for full ti ding.
Sguerce:e;ngdzczﬁhO{r:Ck?:g Sﬁgln(gg;téﬁber 16-21, 2026) KF F



Medicare-for-All Support Remains Deeply Divided on Partisan
Lines

Do you favor or oppose having a national health plan, sometimes called Medicare-for-all, in which all Americans would get
their insurance from a single government plan?

M Strongly favor Il Somewhat favor Ml Somewhat oppose M Strongly oppose

Party ID

50%

Note: See toplines for full question wording.
Source: KFF Health Tracking Poll (September 16-21, 2026) KFF



Arguments Likely to Be Made on Both Sides Shift Support for
Medicare-for-All Dramatically

Would you favor or oppose a national Medicare-for-all plan if you heard it would...?

Favor Oppose

Guarantee health insurance as a right for

all Americans 76% -

Eliminate insurance premiums and

reduce out-of-pocket costs 150 -

Ehmmatg private health insurance _
companies

Threaten the current Medicare program _
Require most Americans to pay more in _
taxes

Lead to delays in people getting some o _
medical tests and treatments

Note: See toplines for full question wording.
Source: KFF Health Tracking Poll (September 16-21, 2026) KFF



Democrats Have Edge in Voter Motivation, at Least Partially
Fueled by Economic Dissatisfaction

Among voters nationally

Percent of voters who say they are more motivated
to vote than usual:

Democrats 63%

Independents EAEH

Republicans [EELZ

Note: Among registered voters. See topline for full question wording.
Source: KFF Health Tracking Poll (September 16-21, 2026); KFF/AP Rural Voters Survey (August 12-24, 2026)

KFF



Democrats Have Edge in Voter Motivation, at Least Partially
Fueled by Economic Dissatisfaction

Among voters nationally Among rural voters
Percent of voters who say they are more motivated Percent who say they are absolutely certain they will
to vote than usual: vote in the upcoming November 2026 election:
0
Independents Independents
i 0]

Republicans Republicans by

Trump approval on

economy:

Note: Among registered voters. See topline for full question wording.
Source: KFF Health Tracking Poll (September 16-21, 2026); KFF/AP Rural Voters Survey (August 12-24, 2026) KFF
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