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OB/GYN Journal Fast Tracks Anti-Home Birth Study 

in Advance of Pro-Midwife Legislation  
International Expert Calls Study Deeply Flawed and Politically Motivated 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. (July 7, 2010)—As New York and Massachusetts moved to pass pro-midwife bills in 
the final weeks of their legislative sessions, the American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology fast-tracked 
publicity surrounding the results of an anti-home birth study that is not scheduled for publication until 
September. Described as unscientific and politically motivated, the study draws conclusions about home birth 
that stand in direct contradiction to the large body of research establishing the safety of home birth for low-
risk women whose babies are delivered by professional midwives. 
 
“Many of the studies from which the author’s conclusions are drawn are poor quality, out-of-date, and based 
on discredited methodology. Garbage in, garbage out.” said Michael C. Klein, MD, a University of British 
Columbia emeritus professor and senior scientist at The Child and Family Research Institute. “The 
conclusion that this study somehow confirms an increased risk for home birth is pure fiction. In fact, the 
study is so deeply flawed that the only real conclusion to draw is that the motive behind its publication has 
more to do with politics than with science.” 
 
Advocates working to expand access to out-of-hospital maternity care questioned the timing of AJOG’s 
public relations efforts on behalf of a study that won’t be published until next fall. 
 
“Given the fact that New York just passed a bill providing autonomous practice for all licensed midwives 
working in all settings, while Massachusetts is poised to do the same, the timing of this study could not be 
better for the physician groups that have been fighting so hard to defeat pro-midwife bills there and in other 
states,” said Susan M. Jenkins, Legal Counsel for The Big Push for Midwives Campaign. “Clearly the intent is 
to fuel fear-based myths about the safety of professional midwifery care in out-of-hospital settings. Their 
ultimate goal is obviously to defeat legislation that would both increase access to out-of-hospital maternity 
care for women and their families and increase competition for obstetricians.” 
 
The United States recognizes two categories of midwives: Certified Nurse-Midwives, who are trained to 
practice in hospital settings and who also provide primary and well-woman care, and Certified Professional 
Midwives, who undergo specialized clinical training to provide maternity care in out-of-hospital settings. 
Research consistently shows that midwife outcomes in all settings are equivalent to those of physicians, but 
with far fewer costly and preventable interventions, including a significant reduction in pre-term and low birth 
weight births, and as much as a five-fold decrease in cesarean surgeries.  

The Big Push for Midwives Campaign represents thousands of grassroots advocates in the United States who 
support expanding access to Certified Professional Midwives and out-of-hospital maternity care. The mission 
of The Big Push for Midwives includes educating state and national policymakers about the reduced costs and 
improved outcomes associated with births managed by CPMs in private homes and freestanding birth centers. 
Media inquiries: Katherine Prown (414) 550-8025, katie@thebigpushformidwives.org   
 

##### 

mailto:katie@TheBigPushForMidwives.org
mailto:katie@TheBigPushForMidwives.org
http://www.TheBigPushForMidwives.org
http://www.TheBigPushForMidwives.org
http://www.TheBigPushForMidwives.org


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


