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FitzGerald makes reformer
county’s child-welfare chief

Budget didn’t touch
lowered income tax
Promise: Preserve the delayed income tax
reduction

Gov. John Kasich

Robert Higgs
PolitiFactOhio editor

Gov. John Kasich vowed that as chief execu-
tive he would work to lower taxes. He has la-
beled the tax rate as bad for the state because it
makes Ohio less competitive.
During his campaign, the Republican rapped

his opponent, Democratic Gov. Ted Strickland,
for delaying the final year of a five-year, 21 per-
cent income tax reduction.
Kasich promised he would let the last install-

ment of the cut take effect and leave it in place,
even though he faced a budget shortfall pro-
jected to be as large as $8 billion.
Strickland, who took office in 2007, had ap-

proved a pair of state budgets that included
four years of state income tax cuts, which ini-
tially were passed by Republican Gov. Bob Taft
and a GOP-controlled legislature in 2005.
But in 2009, Strickland needed a way to fill a

hole of more than $800 million in the educa-
tion portion of the state budget that was
opened up when the governor’s plan to use slot
machines at racetracks was blocked by a possi-
ble referendum. So he proposed, and the legis-
lature approved, freezing the final year of the
cut.
The reduction took effect Jan. 1, 2011.
Kasich unveiled his first two-year budget

proposal on March 15, and the accompanying
documents contain this statement: “His pro-
posal delivers a balanced budget that returns
Ohio to fiscal stability, without raising taxes
while preserving the two-year $800 million in-
come tax cut.”
A compromise version of the budget that pre-

served the cut cleared the General Assembly on
June 29. The governor signed it into law on
June 30.
It’s still early in Kasich’s term with plenty of

time for change, but for now, based on passage
of this two-year spending plan, we move the
Kasich-O- Meter for this pledge to Promise
Kept.
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Cuyahoga County Executive Ed
FitzGerald has chosen a lawyer and
long-time child-welfare adminis-

trator to take over the Department
of Children and Family Services, an
agency stung by criticism that it
has not done enough to protect
high-risk children.
FitzGerald hired Patricia Ri-

deout, a former top deputy of the
Cuyahoga department in the 1990s
and a former consultant for the An-
nie E. Casey Foundation, a leading
ch i l d -we l f a r e o r g an i z a t i on .
Through the foundation, Rideout

helped bring reforms to dozens of
local child-protection agencies,
FitzGerald said.
Rideout also served on a task

force created last year to help re-
form the Cuyahoga department
after two children were killed and
two others were starved nearly to
death despite involvement by the
county agency.
The task force called on the de-

partment to improve services for

families beset by domestic vio-
lence, alcohol and drug abuse and
mental illness — problems that un-
derlie many child abuse and ne-
glect cases. But critics questioned
the panel’s credibility from the
start, because then-director Debo-
rah Forkas picked the members, as-
signed areas of study and refused
to allow members to review agency
files of the high-profile cases.

see CHILD B5

Patricia Rideout
gets $140,000,
‘most thankless job’

Officer:
Sowell
owned up
to bodies

Photos help troubled teens
put the world in perspective

Policeman testifies
about making arrest
Leila Atassi
PlainDealerReporter

Investigators already had discov-
ered the remains of several women
inside Anthony Sowell’s Imperial
Avenue home by the time police
found the serial-killing suspect wan-
dering through Cleveland’s Mount
Pleasant neighborhood on Hallow-
een 2009.
Sgt. Ronald Ross, who was in

charge of the manhunt, testified
Thursday in Cuyahoga County Com-
mon Pleas Court that he asked So-
well shortly after his arrest whether
the bodies in the house were all they
would find.
“I think so,” Sowell responded

nonchalantly, according to Ross’ tes-
timony.
Then Ross asked about the back-

yard.
“Oh, those too,” Sowell added.
Sowell, 51, is charged with multi-

ple counts of aggravated murder and
a slate of other offenses related to the
deaths of 11 women whose bodies
were found in and around his home.
He also is accused of attacking sev-
eral women who survived. His trial
began June 6, and he faces the death
penalty if convicted.
Ross told jurors that Sowell went

quietly when arrested, though at first
he insisted his name was Anthony
Williams. Sowell said police already
had interviewed him the night before
and ruled him out as a suspect.
Police took Sowell to a mobile unit

set up near the crime scene to
electronically cross-reference his fin-
gerprints. But before they had a
chance to, Ross said, Sowell admitted
his identity.
He dropped to his knees, started

sweating profusely and said, “I’m An-
thony Sowell. I’m the guy you’re
looking for.”
Ross told jurors that as he deliv-

ered the suspect to the downtown
Justice Center to be interviewed by
homicide detectives, Sowell said he
wasn’t a bad guy, he just needed
some help. Then he asked for a cup
of coffee and a cigarette, Ross said.
Jurors viewed photos documen-

ting the police search through the
house, as Detective Melvin Smith
narrated the discovery of each body.
Most of the remains jurors saw in
photos were so badly decomposed,
their anatomy was indiscernible.

see SOWELL B5

TAYLOR PHOTOGRAPHYPERSPECTIVEPROJECT

A bent sign in Tremont captured the attention of
Taylor, 15, one of the participants of the Photo
Perspective Project. She doesn’t see it as a scary
photo but says that other people have told her the
shadow looks like a gun.

SARANDOSPIPINIAS PHOTOGRAPHYPERSPECTIVEPROJECT

Project participant Sarandos Pipinias, 18, took a
different approachwhile shooting a self-portrait.
He says the project has helped him becomemore
comfortable with trusting others.

ANGUS PHOTOPERSPECTIVEPROJECT

“Depression is something that runs inmy family,”
says programparticipant Angus, 18, who captured
this chess game as part of a photo assignment on
foreground vs. background. “I’ve struggledwith
depression all my life.”

ANGUS PHOTOPERSPECTIVEPROJECT

An umbrella at a cafe caught the eye of Angus, 18,
during an excursion to downtown Cleveland.
“Photography shows us that there’s no normal way
to look at the world,” he says.

METRO
Program seeks $1 million
to offer free smoke detectors
Since 1992, Operation Save-A-Life has sent
firefighters into homes in Cleveland and several
inner-ring suburbs to install a total of 130,000
smoke detectors for free. Cleveland Mayor Frank
Jackson and business leader and philanthropist
SamMiller will co-chair the fundraising effort.
Details, B2

Grouptooffer jobtrainingforveterans:
MAGNET, a nonprofit group that works with
Northeast Ohio manufacturers, announced
Thursday the start of a pilot program designed to
identify the skills of veterans, offer them
additional training if needed and put them in
touch with local companies. Details, B5

Photo
Perspective
Project
When: 7 p.m. today

Where: Serafino
Gallery, 11917
Mayfield Road (Little
Italy), Cleveland

Information:
216-721-1025

Coming soon: Future
exhibits are in the
works in Tremont and
Ohio City.

Fairview Hospital mental health project
uses photography as a therapeutic tool
Teresa Chin
PlainDealerReporter

When the six teenagers in Fairview
Hospital’s yearlong Photo Perspective
Project talk about adjusting their focus,
they aren’t speaking technically.
They all have been treated for mental

health problems, including severe de-
pression, social phobia and autism
spectrum disorders. Their doctors rec-
ommended them for the program in
conjunction with other treatment.
Since last summer they have met
weekly to learn photography, take pic-
tures and talk about their feelings.
Equipped with new tools, the teens

say that they are finally able to let their
stories be heard — and seen — so that
others know that they are not alone.
Fifteen-year-old Taylor holds a small

point-and-shoot digital camera in one
hand and in the other, a manila enve-
lope filled with photos she has taken
during the past year, some of which
will be showcased tonight at the Sera-
fino Gallery in Little Italy. Her eyes are
downcast as she starts to describe the
night two years ago when her dad died
of a stroke.
It was 3 o’clock in the morning when

she found him, says Taylor, who asked
to be identified by only her first name.

see PHOTOS B5

cleveland.com/
healthfit

See videos of
the teens telling

their stories.

cleveland.com/anthony-sowell
Get updates online, photos,
video and follow the trial on

Twitter @PDSowellTRIAL

Federal court OKs regional sewer district plan
Dave Davis
PlainDealerReporter

A federal judge has approved a
25-year regional sewer district plan
to dramatically reduce the amount
of untreated waste that is dumped
into local waterways, usually during
flooding, officials said.
The action by U.S. District Judge

Donald C. Nugent filed Thursday is

one of the most significant mile-
stones in a generations-long effort to
clean up Lake Erie that began with
the passage of the Clean Water Act
in 1972.
The judge’s approval allows the

Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer Dis-
trict to move forward on a $3 billion
deal worked out with the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, the
U.S. Department of Justice and the

Ohio attorney general’s office that
promises to reduce discharges of un-
treated waste from the current level
of about 4.5 billion gallons a year to
under 500,000 gallons annually by
2036.
“This is a big deal,” said Julius

Ciaccia, the sewer district’s execu-
tive director, following a regularly
scheduled board meeting during
which he announced the judge’s OK.

“It’s official now,” Ciaccia added.
“The clock starts running now.”
Last month, the sewer district’s

board approved a five-year rate in-
crease, the bulk of which will goes to
pay for improvements required un-
der the plan. The increases, which
average about 13 percent a year, be-
gin in January and continue through
2016.

see SEWER B5

Something driving you crazy?
LetRoadRant knowabout it
Columnist John Horton writes every Wednesday
and Sunday about potholes, streetlights or traffic
lights that don’t work, hidden
speed limit signs and oth-
er highway hazards and
frustrations. Let Horton
know what ticks you off,
and he’ll check it out and
write about it. E-mail
roadrant@plaind.com
with your problem or go to
cleveland.com/
roadrant to read his
previous columns.
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ble referendum. So he proposed, and the legis-
lature approved, freezing the final year of the
cut.
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proposal on March 15, and the accompanying
documents contain this statement: “His pro-
posal delivers a balanced budget that returns
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while preserving the two-year $800 million in-
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June 29. The governor signed it into law on
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helped bring reforms to dozens of
local child-protection agencies,
FitzGerald said.
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force created last year to help re-
form the Cuyahoga department
after two children were killed and
two others were starved nearly to
death despite involvement by the
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The task force called on the de-

partment to improve services for

families beset by domestic vio-
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Thursday in Cuyahoga County Com-
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well shortly after his arrest whether
the bodies in the house were all they
would find.
“I think so,” Sowell responded

nonchalantly, according to Ross’ tes-
timony.
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yard.
“Oh, those too,” Sowell added.
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ple counts of aggravated murder and
a slate of other offenses related to the
deaths of 11 women whose bodies
were found in and around his home.
He also is accused of attacking sev-
eral women who survived. His trial
began June 6, and he faces the death
penalty if convicted.
Ross told jurors that Sowell went

quietly when arrested, though at first
he insisted his name was Anthony
Williams. Sowell said police already
had interviewed him the night before
and ruled him out as a suspect.
Police took Sowell to a mobile unit

set up near the crime scene to
electronically cross-reference his fin-
gerprints. But before they had a
chance to, Ross said, Sowell admitted
his identity.
He dropped to his knees, started

sweating profusely and said, “I’m An-
thony Sowell. I’m the guy you’re
looking for.”
Ross told jurors that as he deliv-

ered the suspect to the downtown
Justice Center to be interviewed by
homicide detectives, Sowell said he
wasn’t a bad guy, he just needed
some help. Then he asked for a cup
of coffee and a cigarette, Ross said.
Jurors viewed photos documen-

ting the police search through the
house, as Detective Melvin Smith
narrated the discovery of each body.
Most of the remains jurors saw in
photos were so badly decomposed,
their anatomy was indiscernible.
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Perspective Project. She doesn’t see it as a scary
photo but says that other people have told her the
shadow looks like a gun.
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Project participant Sarandos Pipinias, 18, took a
different approachwhile shooting a self-portrait.
He says the project has helped him becomemore
comfortable with trusting others.
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“Depression is something that runs inmy family,”
says programparticipant Angus, 18, who captured
this chess game as part of a photo assignment on
foreground vs. background. “I’ve struggledwith
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An umbrella at a cafe caught the eye of Angus, 18,
during an excursion to downtown Cleveland.
“Photography shows us that there’s no normal way
to look at the world,” he says.

METRO
Program seeks $1 million
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When the six teenagers in Fairview
Hospital’s yearlong Photo Perspective
Project talk about adjusting their focus,
they aren’t speaking technically.
They all have been treated for mental

health problems, including severe de-
pression, social phobia and autism
spectrum disorders. Their doctors rec-
ommended them for the program in
conjunction with other treatment.
Since last summer they have met
weekly to learn photography, take pic-
tures and talk about their feelings.
Equipped with new tools, the teens

say that they are finally able to let their
stories be heard — and seen — so that
others know that they are not alone.
Fifteen-year-old Taylor holds a small

point-and-shoot digital camera in one
hand and in the other, a manila enve-
lope filled with photos she has taken
during the past year, some of which
will be showcased tonight at the Sera-
fino Gallery in Little Italy. Her eyes are
downcast as she starts to describe the
night two years ago when her dad died
of a stroke.
It was 3 o’clock in the morning when

she found him, says Taylor, who asked
to be identified by only her first name.
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Federal court OKs regional sewer district plan
Dave Davis
PlainDealerReporter

A federal judge has approved a
25-year regional sewer district plan
to dramatically reduce the amount
of untreated waste that is dumped
into local waterways, usually during
flooding, officials said.
The action by U.S. District Judge

Donald C. Nugent filed Thursday is

one of the most significant mile-
stones in a generations-long effort to
clean up Lake Erie that began with
the passage of the Clean Water Act
in 1972.
The judge’s approval allows the

Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer Dis-
trict to move forward on a $3 billion
deal worked out with the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, the
U.S. Department of Justice and the

Ohio attorney general’s office that
promises to reduce discharges of un-
treated waste from the current level
of about 4.5 billion gallons a year to
under 500,000 gallons annually by
2036.
“This is a big deal,” said Julius

Ciaccia, the sewer district’s execu-
tive director, following a regularly
scheduled board meeting during
which he announced the judge’s OK.

“It’s official now,” Ciaccia added.
“The clock starts running now.”
Last month, the sewer district’s

board approved a five-year rate in-
crease, the bulk of which will goes to
pay for improvements required un-
der the plan. The increases, which
average about 13 percent a year, be-
gin in January and continue through
2016.
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machines at racetracks was blocked by a possi-
ble referendum. So he proposed, and the legis-
lature approved, freezing the final year of the
cut.
The reduction took effect Jan. 1, 2011.
Kasich unveiled his first two-year budget

proposal on March 15, and the accompanying
documents contain this statement: “His pro-
posal delivers a balanced budget that returns
Ohio to fiscal stability, without raising taxes
while preserving the two-year $800 million in-
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A compromise version of the budget that pre-
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sweating profusely and said, “I’m An-
thony Sowell. I’m the guy you’re
looking for.”
Ross told jurors that as he deliv-

ered the suspect to the downtown
Justice Center to be interviewed by
homicide detectives, Sowell said he
wasn’t a bad guy, he just needed
some help. Then he asked for a cup
of coffee and a cigarette, Ross said.
Jurors viewed photos documen-

ting the police search through the
house, as Detective Melvin Smith
narrated the discovery of each body.
Most of the remains jurors saw in
photos were so badly decomposed,
their anatomy was indiscernible.

see SOWELL B5

TAYLOR PHOTOGRAPHYPERSPECTIVEPROJECT

A bent sign in Tremont captured the attention of
Taylor, 15, one of the participants of the Photo
Perspective Project. She doesn’t see it as a scary
photo but says that other people have told her the
shadow looks like a gun.

SARANDOSPIPINIAS PHOTOGRAPHYPERSPECTIVEPROJECT

Project participant Sarandos Pipinias, 18, took a
different approachwhile shooting a self-portrait.
He says the project has helped him becomemore
comfortable with trusting others.

ANGUS PHOTOPERSPECTIVEPROJECT

“Depression is something that runs inmy family,”
says programparticipant Angus, 18, who captured
this chess game as part of a photo assignment on
foreground vs. background. “I’ve struggledwith
depression all my life.”

ANGUS PHOTOPERSPECTIVEPROJECT

An umbrella at a cafe caught the eye of Angus, 18,
during an excursion to downtown Cleveland.
“Photography shows us that there’s no normal way
to look at the world,” he says.

METRO
Program seeks $1 million
to offer free smoke detectors
Since 1992, Operation Save-A-Life has sent
firefighters into homes in Cleveland and several
inner-ring suburbs to install a total of 130,000
smoke detectors for free. Cleveland Mayor Frank
Jackson and business leader and philanthropist
SamMiller will co-chair the fundraising effort.
Details, B2

Grouptooffer jobtrainingforveterans:
MAGNET, a nonprofit group that works with
Northeast Ohio manufacturers, announced
Thursday the start of a pilot program designed to
identify the skills of veterans, offer them
additional training if needed and put them in
touch with local companies. Details, B5

Photo
Perspective
Project
When: 7 p.m. today

Where: Serafino
Gallery, 11917
Mayfield Road (Little
Italy), Cleveland

Information:
216-721-1025

Coming soon: Future
exhibits are in the
works in Tremont and
Ohio City.

Fairview Hospital mental health project
uses photography as a therapeutic tool
Teresa Chin
PlainDealerReporter

When the six teenagers in Fairview
Hospital’s yearlong Photo Perspective
Project talk about adjusting their focus,
they aren’t speaking technically.
They all have been treated for mental

health problems, including severe de-
pression, social phobia and autism
spectrum disorders. Their doctors rec-
ommended them for the program in
conjunction with other treatment.
Since last summer they have met
weekly to learn photography, take pic-
tures and talk about their feelings.
Equipped with new tools, the teens

say that they are finally able to let their
stories be heard — and seen — so that
others know that they are not alone.
Fifteen-year-old Taylor holds a small

point-and-shoot digital camera in one
hand and in the other, a manila enve-
lope filled with photos she has taken
during the past year, some of which
will be showcased tonight at the Sera-
fino Gallery in Little Italy. Her eyes are
downcast as she starts to describe the
night two years ago when her dad died
of a stroke.
It was 3 o’clock in the morning when

she found him, says Taylor, who asked
to be identified by only her first name.

see PHOTOS B5
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See videos of
the teens telling

their stories.

cleveland.com/anthony-sowell
Get updates online, photos,
video and follow the trial on

Twitter @PDSowellTRIAL

Federal court OKs regional sewer district plan
Dave Davis
PlainDealerReporter

A federal judge has approved a
25-year regional sewer district plan
to dramatically reduce the amount
of untreated waste that is dumped
into local waterways, usually during
flooding, officials said.
The action by U.S. District Judge

Donald C. Nugent filed Thursday is

one of the most significant mile-
stones in a generations-long effort to
clean up Lake Erie that began with
the passage of the Clean Water Act
in 1972.
The judge’s approval allows the

Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer Dis-
trict to move forward on a $3 billion
deal worked out with the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, the
U.S. Department of Justice and the

Ohio attorney general’s office that
promises to reduce discharges of un-
treated waste from the current level
of about 4.5 billion gallons a year to
under 500,000 gallons annually by
2036.
“This is a big deal,” said Julius

Ciaccia, the sewer district’s execu-
tive director, following a regularly
scheduled board meeting during
which he announced the judge’s OK.

“It’s official now,” Ciaccia added.
“The clock starts running now.”
Last month, the sewer district’s

board approved a five-year rate in-
crease, the bulk of which will goes to
pay for improvements required un-
der the plan. The increases, which
average about 13 percent a year, be-
gin in January and continue through
2016.

see SEWER B5

Something driving you crazy?
LetRoadRant knowabout it
Columnist John Horton writes every Wednesday
and Sunday about potholes, streetlights or traffic
lights that don’t work, hidden
speed limit signs and oth-
er highway hazards and
frustrations. Let Horton
know what ticks you off,
and he’ll check it out and
write about it. E-mail
roadrant@plaind.com
with your problem or go to
cleveland.com/
roadrant to read his
previous columns.
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FitzGerald makes reformer
county’s child-welfare chief

Budget didn’t touch
lowered income tax
Promise: Preserve the delayed income tax
reduction

Gov. John Kasich

Robert Higgs
PolitiFactOhio editor

Gov. John Kasich vowed that as chief execu-
tive he would work to lower taxes. He has la-
beled the tax rate as bad for the state because it
makes Ohio less competitive.
During his campaign, the Republican rapped

his opponent, Democratic Gov. Ted Strickland,
for delaying the final year of a five-year, 21 per-
cent income tax reduction.
Kasich promised he would let the last install-

ment of the cut take effect and leave it in place,
even though he faced a budget shortfall pro-
jected to be as large as $8 billion.
Strickland, who took office in 2007, had ap-

proved a pair of state budgets that included
four years of state income tax cuts, which ini-
tially were passed by Republican Gov. Bob Taft
and a GOP-controlled legislature in 2005.
But in 2009, Strickland needed a way to fill a

hole of more than $800 million in the educa-
tion portion of the state budget that was
opened up when the governor’s plan to use slot
machines at racetracks was blocked by a possi-
ble referendum. So he proposed, and the legis-
lature approved, freezing the final year of the
cut.
The reduction took effect Jan. 1, 2011.
Kasich unveiled his first two-year budget

proposal on March 15, and the accompanying
documents contain this statement: “His pro-
posal delivers a balanced budget that returns
Ohio to fiscal stability, without raising taxes
while preserving the two-year $800 million in-
come tax cut.”
A compromise version of the budget that pre-

served the cut cleared the General Assembly on
June 29. The governor signed it into law on
June 30.
It’s still early in Kasich’s term with plenty of

time for change, but for now, based on passage
of this two-year spending plan, we move the
Kasich-O- Meter for this pledge to Promise
Kept.

Apanel of editors ratesPolitiFactOhio stories on
theTruth-O-MeterandFlip-O-Meterand
campaignpromises fromGov. JohnKasichon the
Kasich-O-Meter.Campaignpromises from
CuyahogaCountyExecutiveEdFitzGeraldare
ratedon theFitz-O-Meter. SeemorePolitiFact
Ohio stories onlineatpolitifactohio.com.Havea
claim forPolitiFactOhio to checkout?Email your
suggestions topolitifactohio@plaind.com.

To reach this Plain Dealer editor:
rhiggs@plaind.com, 216-999-4407

SOURCES: Gov. John Kasich, Executive Order 2011-01K, Jan. 10,
2011; The Plain Dealer, “Following inaugural speech, new Gov.
John Kasich tackles small-business initiative,” Jan. 10, 2011; Gov.
John Kasich, Office of Budget and Management, budget
documents, March 15, 2011; The Plain Dealer, “Gov. John Kasich
says his ‘jobs budget’ is the most reform-minded in history,”
March 15, 2011; The Plain Dealer, “Gov. John Kasich signs 2-year
state budget, but vetoes seven items first,” June 30, 2011

Harlan Spector
PlainDealerReporter

Cuyahoga County Executive Ed
FitzGerald has chosen a lawyer and
long-time child-welfare adminis-

trator to take over the Department
of Children and Family Services, an
agency stung by criticism that it
has not done enough to protect
high-risk children.
FitzGerald hired Patricia Ri-

deout, a former top deputy of the
Cuyahoga department in the 1990s
and a former consultant for the An-
nie E. Casey Foundation, a leading
ch i l d -we l f a r e o r g an i z a t i on .
Through the foundation, Rideout

helped bring reforms to dozens of
local child-protection agencies,
FitzGerald said.
Rideout also served on a task

force created last year to help re-
form the Cuyahoga department
after two children were killed and
two others were starved nearly to
death despite involvement by the
county agency.
The task force called on the de-

partment to improve services for

families beset by domestic vio-
lence, alcohol and drug abuse and
mental illness — problems that un-
derlie many child abuse and ne-
glect cases. But critics questioned
the panel’s credibility from the
start, because then-director Debo-
rah Forkas picked the members, as-
signed areas of study and refused
to allow members to review agency
files of the high-profile cases.

see CHILD B5

Patricia Rideout
gets $140,000,
‘most thankless job’

Officer:
Sowell
owned up
to bodies

Photos help troubled teens
put the world in perspective

Policeman testifies
about making arrest
Leila Atassi
PlainDealerReporter

Investigators already had discov-
ered the remains of several women
inside Anthony Sowell’s Imperial
Avenue home by the time police
found the serial-killing suspect wan-
dering through Cleveland’s Mount
Pleasant neighborhood on Hallow-
een 2009.
Sgt. Ronald Ross, who was in

charge of the manhunt, testified
Thursday in Cuyahoga County Com-
mon Pleas Court that he asked So-
well shortly after his arrest whether
the bodies in the house were all they
would find.
“I think so,” Sowell responded

nonchalantly, according to Ross’ tes-
timony.
Then Ross asked about the back-

yard.
“Oh, those too,” Sowell added.
Sowell, 51, is charged with multi-

ple counts of aggravated murder and
a slate of other offenses related to the
deaths of 11 women whose bodies
were found in and around his home.
He also is accused of attacking sev-
eral women who survived. His trial
began June 6, and he faces the death
penalty if convicted.
Ross told jurors that Sowell went

quietly when arrested, though at first
he insisted his name was Anthony
Williams. Sowell said police already
had interviewed him the night before
and ruled him out as a suspect.
Police took Sowell to a mobile unit

set up near the crime scene to
electronically cross-reference his fin-
gerprints. But before they had a
chance to, Ross said, Sowell admitted
his identity.
He dropped to his knees, started

sweating profusely and said, “I’m An-
thony Sowell. I’m the guy you’re
looking for.”
Ross told jurors that as he deliv-

ered the suspect to the downtown
Justice Center to be interviewed by
homicide detectives, Sowell said he
wasn’t a bad guy, he just needed
some help. Then he asked for a cup
of coffee and a cigarette, Ross said.
Jurors viewed photos documen-

ting the police search through the
house, as Detective Melvin Smith
narrated the discovery of each body.
Most of the remains jurors saw in
photos were so badly decomposed,
their anatomy was indiscernible.

see SOWELL B5

TAYLOR PHOTOGRAPHYPERSPECTIVEPROJECT

A bent sign in Tremont captured the attention of
Taylor, 15, one of the participants of the Photo
Perspective Project. She doesn’t see it as a scary
photo but says that other people have told her the
shadow looks like a gun.

SARANDOSPIPINIAS PHOTOGRAPHYPERSPECTIVEPROJECT

Project participant Sarandos Pipinias, 18, took a
different approachwhile shooting a self-portrait.
He says the project has helped him becomemore
comfortable with trusting others.

ANGUS PHOTOPERSPECTIVEPROJECT

“Depression is something that runs inmy family,”
says programparticipant Angus, 18, who captured
this chess game as part of a photo assignment on
foreground vs. background. “I’ve struggledwith
depression all my life.”

ANGUS PHOTOPERSPECTIVEPROJECT

An umbrella at a cafe caught the eye of Angus, 18,
during an excursion to downtown Cleveland.
“Photography shows us that there’s no normal way
to look at the world,” he says.

METRO
Program seeks $1 million
to offer free smoke detectors
Since 1992, Operation Save-A-Life has sent
firefighters into homes in Cleveland and several
inner-ring suburbs to install a total of 130,000
smoke detectors for free. Cleveland Mayor Frank
Jackson and business leader and philanthropist
SamMiller will co-chair the fundraising effort.
Details, B2

Grouptooffer jobtrainingforveterans:
MAGNET, a nonprofit group that works with
Northeast Ohio manufacturers, announced
Thursday the start of a pilot program designed to
identify the skills of veterans, offer them
additional training if needed and put them in
touch with local companies. Details, B5

Photo
Perspective
Project
When: 7 p.m. today

Where: Serafino
Gallery, 11917
Mayfield Road (Little
Italy), Cleveland

Information:
216-721-1025

Coming soon: Future
exhibits are in the
works in Tremont and
Ohio City.

Fairview Hospital mental health project
uses photography as a therapeutic tool
Teresa Chin
PlainDealerReporter

When the six teenagers in Fairview
Hospital’s yearlong Photo Perspective
Project talk about adjusting their focus,
they aren’t speaking technically.
They all have been treated for mental

health problems, including severe de-
pression, social phobia and autism
spectrum disorders. Their doctors rec-
ommended them for the program in
conjunction with other treatment.
Since last summer they have met
weekly to learn photography, take pic-
tures and talk about their feelings.
Equipped with new tools, the teens

say that they are finally able to let their
stories be heard — and seen — so that
others know that they are not alone.
Fifteen-year-old Taylor holds a small

point-and-shoot digital camera in one
hand and in the other, a manila enve-
lope filled with photos she has taken
during the past year, some of which
will be showcased tonight at the Sera-
fino Gallery in Little Italy. Her eyes are
downcast as she starts to describe the
night two years ago when her dad died
of a stroke.
It was 3 o’clock in the morning when

she found him, says Taylor, who asked
to be identified by only her first name.

see PHOTOS B5

cleveland.com/
healthfit

See videos of
the teens telling

their stories.

cleveland.com/anthony-sowell
Get updates online, photos,
video and follow the trial on

Twitter @PDSowellTRIAL

Federal court OKs regional sewer district plan
Dave Davis
PlainDealerReporter

A federal judge has approved a
25-year regional sewer district plan
to dramatically reduce the amount
of untreated waste that is dumped
into local waterways, usually during
flooding, officials said.
The action by U.S. District Judge

Donald C. Nugent filed Thursday is

one of the most significant mile-
stones in a generations-long effort to
clean up Lake Erie that began with
the passage of the Clean Water Act
in 1972.
The judge’s approval allows the

Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer Dis-
trict to move forward on a $3 billion
deal worked out with the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, the
U.S. Department of Justice and the

Ohio attorney general’s office that
promises to reduce discharges of un-
treated waste from the current level
of about 4.5 billion gallons a year to
under 500,000 gallons annually by
2036.
“This is a big deal,” said Julius

Ciaccia, the sewer district’s execu-
tive director, following a regularly
scheduled board meeting during
which he announced the judge’s OK.

“It’s official now,” Ciaccia added.
“The clock starts running now.”
Last month, the sewer district’s

board approved a five-year rate in-
crease, the bulk of which will goes to
pay for improvements required un-
der the plan. The increases, which
average about 13 percent a year, be-
gin in January and continue through
2016.

see SEWER B5

Something driving you crazy?
LetRoadRant knowabout it
Columnist John Horton writes every Wednesday
and Sunday about potholes, streetlights or traffic
lights that don’t work, hidden
speed limit signs and oth-
er highway hazards and
frustrations. Let Horton
know what ticks you off,
and he’ll check it out and
write about it. E-mail
roadrant@plaind.com
with your problem or go to
cleveland.com/
roadrant to read his
previous columns.
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Egg industry, Humane Society agree on legislation
Donna J. Miller
PlainDealerReporter

The Humane Society of the
United States and the United Egg
Producers are working together
to pass a federal law to improve
living conditions for the 280 mil-
lion hens involved in U.S. egg pro-
duction.

They want legislation requiring
larger cages with perches, nest
boxes and scratching pads for

hens. It would cost the industry
$4 billion over the next 15 years.

The legislation also would man-
date labels on egg cartons to tell
consumers how the hens were
housed, whether in standard
cages, enriched cages, cage-free or
free-range; prohibit the withhold-
ing of feed or water; impose
euthanasia standards; prohibit
excessive excrement ammonia
levels in hen houses; and prohibit
the sale of eggs and egg products

that don’t meet these require-
ments.

Egg producers would gradually
increase space for each bird —
from 67 square inches to 124 —
over the next 15 to 18 years as a
result of the possible legislation,
the organizations said during a
news conference Thursday.

Currently, about 230 million
hens each have 67 square inches
of space in massive barns, while
50 million other hens each have

48 to 52 square inches, Egg Pro-
ducers officials said.

The Humane Society and
United Egg Producers have bat-
tled for years over hen-care stan-
dards, and the Humane Society
was poised to put legislation on
multiple state ballots. The agree-
ment means those ballot initia-
tives will be dropped in favor of a
federal law creating a level play-
ing field for egg producers nation-
wide. The Humane Society also

will stop doing undercover inves-
tigations of egg farms.

Industry leaders at the news
conference said the new stan-
dards won’t reduce egg produc-
tion. And they said any additional
cost to consumers would be mini-
mal. United Egg Producers Senior
Vice President Chad Gregory said
multiple studies have shown that
consumers want humane care for
farm animals and are willing to
pay a bit more for it.

United Egg Producers leaders
and Wayne Pacelle, president of
the Humane Society, called the
agreement “historic” and a “mon-
umental achievement.”

“This would be the first federal
law relating to chickens, as well
as the first federal law relating to
the on-farm treatment of any spe-
cies of farm animal,” Pacelle said.

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:
djmiller@plaind.com, 216-999-4852

Policemen involved
in shooting identified

The names of the patrolmen
involved in the Sunday shooting
of a Cleveland corrections officer
were released Thursday by War-
rensville Heights police and con-
firmed by Cleveland police.

The Warrensville Heights offi-
cers are Michael Turner, hired in
2000, who fired the shots at Me-
kel Gibbs; and David Ward, who
was hired in 2001. Also, High-
land Hills Patrolman Michael
Tsevdos, who was hired last July,
was at the scene of the shooting.

In a P l a in Dea l e r s t o r y
Wednesday, Cleveland police in-
advertently supplied the names
of three Warrensville Heights of-
ficers involved in a previous
shooting.

Gibbs, 41, was shot after a po-
lice chase ended in a crash. War-
rensville Heights police said they
received a call around 7:15 p.m.
Sunday about a man with a gun
assaulting a woman in the area
of Walford Road and McCann
Street. While police were en
route, they were told the man
had driven off.

Police said they spotted the
van speeding on Harvard Avenue

and chased it to the area of Evan-
ston Road and East 190th Street
in Cleveland, where the van
crashed into a guardrail.

A witness who lives near the
scene of the accident said Gibbs
was not holding a weapon when
police shot him.

Max Rieker, an attorney with
the Ohio Patrolmen’s Benevolent
Association, said the investiga-
tion is being conducted in the
standard method used when a
policeman is involved in a shoot-
ing.

“Based on our knowledge of
the incident, the police personnel
involved acted properly under
the circumstances,” Rieker said
in a prepared statement. “The
OPBA fully expects the investiga-
tion to conclude that the police
use of force in the Gibbs incident
was justified.”

The three officers involved in
the shoot ing could not be
reached for comment.

Gibbs was shot twice in the up-
per torso and has been hospital-
ized in MetroHealth Medical
Center, where he remains in
good condition.

MARVINFONG THEPLAINDEALER

Cleveland policeman Charles Locke testified Thursday during the seventh day of Anthony Sowell’s trial that he arrested Sowell on
Halloween 2009. Locke said Sowell had a box cutter with him and told Locke that his last namewasWilliams.
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Officer: Sowell
owned up to bodies

Police returned the following
day and found another body
buried under a mound of dirt be-
neath the basement stairs.
Smith pointed out where twine
had been used to bind the wom-
an’s wrists.

Meanwhile, former Cuyahoga
County Coroner Frank Miller
and his crew discovered the re-
mains of two more women on
the third floor — one stuffed in a
black garbage bag, the other
buried, again under a pile of
dirt, in a crawl space obscured

by mismatched drywall.
A flat shovel had been left on

the floor in the room, along with
cigarette butts and a beer can,
Smith noted for the jury.

After obtaining a warrant to
further search the premises, po-
lice brought a cadaver dog to
sniff out the backyard — an odd
terrain of lumpy soil, mounds of
freshly tilled earth and little veg-
etation, Smith said.

The dog alerted on an area
near the house’s back steps,
which led to the discovery of yet
another corpse. The jury viewed
images of coroner’s investigators
hauling up plastic tarps, heavy
with discolored dirt and human
remains.

Pol ice unearthed an un-
marked graveyard in the coming
days, using a backhoe to slowly

excavate the remains of four
more women. None was buried
deeper than 24 inches beneath
the surface, Smith said.

Investigators continued mak-
ing s t a r t l i ng d i s cove r i e s
throughout the house: Social Se-
curity paperwork and a food-
stamps card in the name of vic-
tim Telacia Fortson, women’s
jewelry in Sowell’s bedroom
drawers and bags full of wom-
en’s clothing.

And near a far corner of the
basement, investigators found a
red bucket, warped and punc-
tured as if an animal had been
chewing on its edges. Inside,
wrapped in a black plastic bag,
was a human skull.

In cross-examining Smith, So-
well’s attorney John Parker
questioned the security of the

crime scene, some investigators’
lack of protective clothing, the
evidence-collection methods
used and Smith’s judgment in
choosing which items to gather
or document.

Parker asked how many pho-
tos were taken and if items such
as food, medicine bottles and
DVDs were collected. He also
asked whether police had tested
a TV in the third-floor room
where the bodies were found to
see if it worked.

“This was a crime scene with
two decomposed bodies,” Smith
responded. “We were concerned
about the bodies. The TV was an
unrelated item.”

The trial continues today.

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:
latassi@plaind.com, 216-999-4549

Joint effort aims to help
returning vets find jobs
Michael Sangiacomo
PlainDealerReporter

While in the Army, a U.S. soldier
could be a whiz at repairingmissile
systems, but back home, there
might not be a job where that skill
can be used.

Now, an effort is being made to
change that as a local nonprofit
group is teaming with the state to
help returning veterans find jobs.

MAGNET, a nonprofit group
that works with Northeast Ohio
manufacturers, announced Thurs-
day the start of a pilot program de-
signed to identify the skills of vets,
offer them additional training if
needed and put them in touch
with local companies.

MAGNET is working with the
Veterans’ Services group of the
Ohio Department of Jobs and
Family Services using a $200,000
grant from the U.S. Department of
Labor Employment and Training
Administration.

Mary Ann Pacelli, MAGNET
project manager, said the project
will start with 100 veterans.

“In the next 10-12 months we
will refer them for jobs or train
them if necessary,” she said. “We

expect to get jobs for at least 20 of
them, but we hope the number will
bemuch higher.”

She said that so far 18 compa-
nies in the Cleveland area have
said they want to work with the
program.

“Imagine having a veteran get-
ting linked to a job or training even
before he musters out,” said John
Hairston, who was at news confer-
ence representing U.S. Rep. Marcia
Fudge. “We have a reason to cele-
brate.”

In a prepared statement, U.S.
Sen. Sherrod Brown noted the un-
employment rate for young veter-
ans is 27 percent. He sponsored a
Senate bill called the Hiring
Heroes Act that would help veter-
ans get the training they need.

“I applaud MAGNET for launch-
ing this initiative, which will not
only benefit our state’s veterans,
but also Ohio’s economy,” the
statement said.

ToreachMAGNET’sMaryAnn
Pacelli, call 216-432-5509.

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:
msangiacomo@plaind.com, 216-999-4890
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Photos help teens put
world in perspective

She called 9-1-1 and the am-
bulance came to take him away.
He never woke up.

It took a while for her to real-
ize he was gone forever, but
when she did, it hit her hard.
She started giving up on every-
thing, she says, and nine months
later attempted suicide by over-
dosing on sleeping pills. A friend
called the police, and Taylor
spent three days at Fairview
Hospital. That’s when she heard
about the photo project.

The program, led by Dr. Molly
Wimbiscus, Fairview’s child and
adolescent psychology fellow,
was something of an experi-
ment: a mix of art therapy, be-
havioral group therapy and com-
munity-building. Each teen was
given a digital camera and
taught a new photography skill
each week. The group went on
local field trips. They talked
about their photos and what
they meant to them.

The project was funded by a
one-time $3,000 grant. Wimbis-
cus thought that the creative as-
pect of the project would help
teens — who tend to have poor
attendance in group therapy —

stay engaged and build confi-
dence.

“Mental health is a topic that’s
hard for a lot of people to open
up about,” says Wimbiscus. “We
didn’t want to force the kids to
talk about their feelings, but
there seemed to be natural
crossover with so many aspects
of photography.” Light and
dark. Contrast. Perspective.

Just as Wimbiscus had hoped,
what started out as a lesson
about art quickly became a dis-
cussion about how the project
applied to the participants’ lives.

“Taking pictures from differ-
ent angles showed them how if
you don’t like what you’re look-
ing at, you can turn your head
and change your point of view,”
Wimbiscus says. “That’s a very
meaningful coping mechanism.”

The project immediately ap-
pealed to Taylor, who was al-
ready interested in photography.
“I’m not really good at using
words, but with pictures it’s easy
to describe myself,” she says.
“Pictures don’t judge. They just
show what’s there.”

Photography gave 18-year-old
Sarandos Pipinias, who has
fought depression, another way
to deal with his emotions.

“If I’m sad, I can take a picture
of something black,” he says. “If
I’m happy I can take a picture of
something yellow. It’s up to me.”

Before the project started, Pi-
pinias — like many of the teens

— was anxious about meeting
new people. “But now [the
group is] like family to me,” he
says.

The group’s playful dynamic is
apparent at its final meeting.
The teens smile and write nice
things to each other on colorful
pieces of paper. They reminisce,
share inside jokes and swap
glossy photography stills. They
talk about wanting to keep in
touch, sometimes so adamantly
it’s as if they’re worried the
friendships are too good to be
true.

It would be easy to forget that
they are not the carefree teens
they appear to be, but Wimbis-
cus knows better.

“One minute they seem fine,
but [adolescence is] a very vola-
tile time,” she says. “Everything
can change so fast for them. I do
worry about what will happen
after this project ends.”

In the corner of the meeting
room sits 16-year-old Heather
(who asked that her real name
not be used). Her photo portfo-
lio is full of color — a close-up of
her favorite watercolor paints, a
pink splash of bleeding heart
flowers from the Cleveland Bo-
tanical Garden.

Heather says she was in
eighth grade when she first
started thinking about suicide,
and she attempted it a year later
after a bad breakup. Shortly be-
fore the group’s final meeting,

Heather attempted suicide
again.

This might call the success of
the photography project into
question, but Cleveland-based
child and adolescent psycholo-
gist Ellen F. Casper, who is not
associated with the program,
says that a suicide reattempt
does not necessarily mean the
program was a failure.

“Psychology is not an exact
science,” she says. “Whether it’s
in individual therapy, group
therapy or with medication, you
never have complete control
over what a person will do. It’s
more complicated than that. If
these kids felt like they gained a
support system, that’s a huge
achievement.”

After the group heard about
Heather, they visited her in the
hospital. At the final meeting,
Heather shared what it meant to
her.

“When I go through dark peri-
ods in my life, I feel like all there
is is pain,” she says. “I’m still
learning to love myself.

“[But] I feel so accepted here
in a way that I never feel ac-
cepted in another place,” she
says. “It makes me want to open
up and be myself. You’ve helped
me through so much.”

She doesn’t explain how. She
doesn’t have to.

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:
tchin@plaind.com, 216-999-4098

CHILD
from B1

Reformer named
child-welfare chief

The agency under Forkas also
made controversial budget cuts,
and it mishandled several cases that
came to light, including recom-
mending custody of an infant to a
convicted cocaine trafficker with a
long criminal history. Several weeks
later, the man was charged with
killing a woman and dumping her
body on Interstate 90.

FitzGerald fired Forkas shortly
after he took office this year.

Forkas last fall took some respon-
sibility for the department’s short-
comings, but she also said other
county managers and contract
agencies failed to understand the
depth of family problems, which
she blamed on the economy.

FitzGerald said in an interview
Thursday that a key challenge for
Rideout is properly balancing pro-
tective custody with a goal of family
reunification. The department must
also address an unacceptably high
number of children who remain in
county custody until age 18, he said.

“She’s really had a unique van-
tage point to find out what’s worked
and what hasn’t worked across the
country,” said FitzGerald.

She will be paid $140,000 a year
for what FitzGerald described as

“quite possibly the most thankless
job in county government.”

FitzGerald said he could not
speak to restoring funding to some
programs that have been cut, in-
cluding certain task force-recom-
mended services for families after
reunification.

Lawyer John Lawson, a long-time
guardian ad litem for children in
the system, said he has seen little
improvement since the task force
recommendations. Lawson, who
also sat on the panel, said he thinks
Rideout’s success will largely de-
pend on county political leaders
who took office this year under
charter reform.

“It’s new turf for everybody,” he
said. “I wish herwell.”

Rideout was not available for
comment. She had been a chief dep-
uty in the 1990s under then-direc-
tor Judith Goodhand, who was
credited with improvements but
also left under criticism that the
agency didn’t do enough to prevent
deaths of several children whose
families had been under the coun-
ty’s watch.

Rideout is also a former director
of foster care and adoption at Belle-
faire JCB in Shaker Heights, and
currently works for Case Commons
Inc., a New York City-based non-
profit group that provides new tech-
nology for child-welfare workers.

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:
hspector@plaind.com, 216-999-4543

SEWER
from B1

Federal court OKs
sewer district plan

The consent decree signed by
the judge requires the district to
pay a total of $1.2 million within
30 days to the U.S. and Ohio EPAs
for past violations of clean-water
regulations. Half goes to each
agency.

In the 60-page order, Nugent
said the deal, which was submit-
ted to the court in December, was
negotiated in good faith, would
avoid prolonged and complicated
litigation and was “fair, reasona-
ble, and in the public interest.”

That brought a sigh of relief
from sewer district officials, who
couldn’t help but recall that in

March, another federal judge,
John Adams, denied a plan that
Akron had negotiated to reduce
discharges of untreated waste,
saying it was not fair or in the
public interest.

Among other problems, Adams
didn’t like that the plan gave Ak-
ron 18 years to solve its sewer
overflow problems even though
EPA records showed a solution
could have been completed within
10 to 11 years.

At issue in Akron, Cleveland
and hundreds of other older cities
is overflow discharges that come
from combined sewers — systems
that were built mostly in the early
1900s where the sanitary and
storm sewers are combined in one
large pipe.

During heavy rains, these
combined sewers take inmore wa-
ter than the system can handle, re-
sulting in discharges in various

places of a mixture of rainwater
and untreated sewage and indus-
trial waste.

This threatens the health of lo-
cal waterways and people who use
them. The untreated waste also of-
ten bubbles up in the basements
of homes as well.

The Northeast Ohio Regional
Sewer District serves Cleveland
and 61 neighboring communities.
Nearly one-quarter of its sewers
are combined and overflows from
them spill out from the system’s
126 outfalls, some built as early as
1876, which are located in a num-
ber of communities.

To solve the problem, sewer dis-
trict officials proposed building
seven massive tunnels that would
store the overflow wastewater un-
til it can be treated.

But the court is requiring that
part of the solution come from so-
called “green” infrastructure, said

sewer district spokeswoman Jean
Chapman.

Green solutions use plant and
soil systems, permeable pavement,
green roofs and cisterns and biore-
tention wetland areas to capture,
store and filter storm water before
it reaches the combined sewer sys-
tem.

The district is exploring green
options and will prepare a report
on them by the end of the year,
Chapman said. It must find green
solutions worth at least $42 mil-
lion, though the court made it
clear it would be open to a larger
role for this new technology,
which is popular because it creates
green spaces in urban landscapes.

“Now how we get to that num-
ber is really up to our discretion,”
Chapman said.

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:
ddavis@plaind.com, 216-999-4808
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Egg industry, Humane Society agree on legislation
Donna J. Miller
PlainDealerReporter

The Humane Society of the
United States and the United Egg
Producers are working together
to pass a federal law to improve
living conditions for the 280 mil-
lion hens involved in U.S. egg pro-
duction.

They want legislation requiring
larger cages with perches, nest
boxes and scratching pads for

hens. It would cost the industry
$4 billion over the next 15 years.

The legislation also would man-
date labels on egg cartons to tell
consumers how the hens were
housed, whether in standard
cages, enriched cages, cage-free or
free-range; prohibit the withhold-
ing of feed or water; impose
euthanasia standards; prohibit
excessive excrement ammonia
levels in hen houses; and prohibit
the sale of eggs and egg products

that don’t meet these require-
ments.

Egg producers would gradually
increase space for each bird —
from 67 square inches to 124 —
over the next 15 to 18 years as a
result of the possible legislation,
the organizations said during a
news conference Thursday.

Currently, about 230 million
hens each have 67 square inches
of space in massive barns, while
50 million other hens each have

48 to 52 square inches, Egg Pro-
ducers officials said.

The Humane Society and
United Egg Producers have bat-
tled for years over hen-care stan-
dards, and the Humane Society
was poised to put legislation on
multiple state ballots. The agree-
ment means those ballot initia-
tives will be dropped in favor of a
federal law creating a level play-
ing field for egg producers nation-
wide. The Humane Society also

will stop doing undercover inves-
tigations of egg farms.

Industry leaders at the news
conference said the new stan-
dards won’t reduce egg produc-
tion. And they said any additional
cost to consumers would be mini-
mal. United Egg Producers Senior
Vice President Chad Gregory said
multiple studies have shown that
consumers want humane care for
farm animals and are willing to
pay a bit more for it.

United Egg Producers leaders
and Wayne Pacelle, president of
the Humane Society, called the
agreement “historic” and a “mon-
umental achievement.”

“This would be the first federal
law relating to chickens, as well
as the first federal law relating to
the on-farm treatment of any spe-
cies of farm animal,” Pacelle said.

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:
djmiller@plaind.com, 216-999-4852

Policemen involved
in shooting identified

The names of the patrolmen
involved in the Sunday shooting
of a Cleveland corrections officer
were released Thursday by War-
rensville Heights police and con-
firmed by Cleveland police.

The Warrensville Heights offi-
cers are Michael Turner, hired in
2000, who fired the shots at Me-
kel Gibbs; and David Ward, who
was hired in 2001. Also, High-
land Hills Patrolman Michael
Tsevdos, who was hired last July,
was at the scene of the shooting.

In a P l a in Dea l e r s t o r y
Wednesday, Cleveland police in-
advertently supplied the names
of three Warrensville Heights of-
ficers involved in a previous
shooting.

Gibbs, 41, was shot after a po-
lice chase ended in a crash. War-
rensville Heights police said they
received a call around 7:15 p.m.
Sunday about a man with a gun
assaulting a woman in the area
of Walford Road and McCann
Street. While police were en
route, they were told the man
had driven off.

Police said they spotted the
van speeding on Harvard Avenue

and chased it to the area of Evan-
ston Road and East 190th Street
in Cleveland, where the van
crashed into a guardrail.

A witness who lives near the
scene of the accident said Gibbs
was not holding a weapon when
police shot him.

Max Rieker, an attorney with
the Ohio Patrolmen’s Benevolent
Association, said the investiga-
tion is being conducted in the
standard method used when a
policeman is involved in a shoot-
ing.

“Based on our knowledge of
the incident, the police personnel
involved acted properly under
the circumstances,” Rieker said
in a prepared statement. “The
OPBA fully expects the investiga-
tion to conclude that the police
use of force in the Gibbs incident
was justified.”

The three officers involved in
the shoot ing could not be
reached for comment.

Gibbs was shot twice in the up-
per torso and has been hospital-
ized in MetroHealth Medical
Center, where he remains in
good condition.

MARVINFONG THEPLAINDEALER

Cleveland policeman Charles Locke testified Thursday during the seventh day of Anthony Sowell’s trial that he arrested Sowell on
Halloween 2009. Locke said Sowell had a box cutter with him and told Locke that his last namewasWilliams.

SOWELL
from B1

Officer: Sowell
owned up to bodies

Police returned the following
day and found another body
buried under a mound of dirt be-
neath the basement stairs.
Smith pointed out where twine
had been used to bind the wom-
an’s wrists.

Meanwhile, former Cuyahoga
County Coroner Frank Miller
and his crew discovered the re-
mains of two more women on
the third floor — one stuffed in a
black garbage bag, the other
buried, again under a pile of
dirt, in a crawl space obscured

by mismatched drywall.
A flat shovel had been left on

the floor in the room, along with
cigarette butts and a beer can,
Smith noted for the jury.

After obtaining a warrant to
further search the premises, po-
lice brought a cadaver dog to
sniff out the backyard — an odd
terrain of lumpy soil, mounds of
freshly tilled earth and little veg-
etation, Smith said.

The dog alerted on an area
near the house’s back steps,
which led to the discovery of yet
another corpse. The jury viewed
images of coroner’s investigators
hauling up plastic tarps, heavy
with discolored dirt and human
remains.

Pol ice unearthed an un-
marked graveyard in the coming
days, using a backhoe to slowly

excavate the remains of four
more women. None was buried
deeper than 24 inches beneath
the surface, Smith said.

Investigators continued mak-
ing s t a r t l i ng d i s cove r i e s
throughout the house: Social Se-
curity paperwork and a food-
stamps card in the name of vic-
tim Telacia Fortson, women’s
jewelry in Sowell’s bedroom
drawers and bags full of wom-
en’s clothing.

And near a far corner of the
basement, investigators found a
red bucket, warped and punc-
tured as if an animal had been
chewing on its edges. Inside,
wrapped in a black plastic bag,
was a human skull.

In cross-examining Smith, So-
well’s attorney John Parker
questioned the security of the

crime scene, some investigators’
lack of protective clothing, the
evidence-collection methods
used and Smith’s judgment in
choosing which items to gather
or document.

Parker asked how many pho-
tos were taken and if items such
as food, medicine bottles and
DVDs were collected. He also
asked whether police had tested
a TV in the third-floor room
where the bodies were found to
see if it worked.

“This was a crime scene with
two decomposed bodies,” Smith
responded. “We were concerned
about the bodies. The TV was an
unrelated item.”

The trial continues today.

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:
latassi@plaind.com, 216-999-4549

Joint effort aims to help
returning vets find jobs
Michael Sangiacomo
PlainDealerReporter

While in the Army, a U.S. soldier
could be a whiz at repairingmissile
systems, but back home, there
might not be a job where that skill
can be used.

Now, an effort is being made to
change that as a local nonprofit
group is teaming with the state to
help returning veterans find jobs.

MAGNET, a nonprofit group
that works with Northeast Ohio
manufacturers, announced Thurs-
day the start of a pilot program de-
signed to identify the skills of vets,
offer them additional training if
needed and put them in touch
with local companies.

MAGNET is working with the
Veterans’ Services group of the
Ohio Department of Jobs and
Family Services using a $200,000
grant from the U.S. Department of
Labor Employment and Training
Administration.

Mary Ann Pacelli, MAGNET
project manager, said the project
will start with 100 veterans.

“In the next 10-12 months we
will refer them for jobs or train
them if necessary,” she said. “We

expect to get jobs for at least 20 of
them, but we hope the number will
bemuch higher.”

She said that so far 18 compa-
nies in the Cleveland area have
said they want to work with the
program.

“Imagine having a veteran get-
ting linked to a job or training even
before he musters out,” said John
Hairston, who was at news confer-
ence representing U.S. Rep. Marcia
Fudge. “We have a reason to cele-
brate.”

In a prepared statement, U.S.
Sen. Sherrod Brown noted the un-
employment rate for young veter-
ans is 27 percent. He sponsored a
Senate bill called the Hiring
Heroes Act that would help veter-
ans get the training they need.

“I applaud MAGNET for launch-
ing this initiative, which will not
only benefit our state’s veterans,
but also Ohio’s economy,” the
statement said.

ToreachMAGNET’sMaryAnn
Pacelli, call 216-432-5509.

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:
msangiacomo@plaind.com, 216-999-4890

PHOTOS
from B1

Photos help teens put
world in perspective

She called 9-1-1 and the am-
bulance came to take him away.
He never woke up.

It took a while for her to real-
ize he was gone forever, but
when she did, it hit her hard.
She started giving up on every-
thing, she says, and nine months
later attempted suicide by over-
dosing on sleeping pills. A friend
called the police, and Taylor
spent three days at Fairview
Hospital. That’s when she heard
about the photo project.

The program, led by Dr. Molly
Wimbiscus, Fairview’s child and
adolescent psychology fellow,
was something of an experi-
ment: a mix of art therapy, be-
havioral group therapy and com-
munity-building. Each teen was
given a digital camera and
taught a new photography skill
each week. The group went on
local field trips. They talked
about their photos and what
they meant to them.

The project was funded by a
one-time $3,000 grant. Wimbis-
cus thought that the creative as-
pect of the project would help
teens — who tend to have poor
attendance in group therapy —

stay engaged and build confi-
dence.

“Mental health is a topic that’s
hard for a lot of people to open
up about,” says Wimbiscus. “We
didn’t want to force the kids to
talk about their feelings, but
there seemed to be natural
crossover with so many aspects
of photography.” Light and
dark. Contrast. Perspective.

Just as Wimbiscus had hoped,
what started out as a lesson
about art quickly became a dis-
cussion about how the project
applied to the participants’ lives.

“Taking pictures from differ-
ent angles showed them how if
you don’t like what you’re look-
ing at, you can turn your head
and change your point of view,”
Wimbiscus says. “That’s a very
meaningful coping mechanism.”

The project immediately ap-
pealed to Taylor, who was al-
ready interested in photography.
“I’m not really good at using
words, but with pictures it’s easy
to describe myself,” she says.
“Pictures don’t judge. They just
show what’s there.”

Photography gave 18-year-old
Sarandos Pipinias, who has
fought depression, another way
to deal with his emotions.

“If I’m sad, I can take a picture
of something black,” he says. “If
I’m happy I can take a picture of
something yellow. It’s up to me.”

Before the project started, Pi-
pinias — like many of the teens

— was anxious about meeting
new people. “But now [the
group is] like family to me,” he
says.

The group’s playful dynamic is
apparent at its final meeting.
The teens smile and write nice
things to each other on colorful
pieces of paper. They reminisce,
share inside jokes and swap
glossy photography stills. They
talk about wanting to keep in
touch, sometimes so adamantly
it’s as if they’re worried the
friendships are too good to be
true.

It would be easy to forget that
they are not the carefree teens
they appear to be, but Wimbis-
cus knows better.

“One minute they seem fine,
but [adolescence is] a very vola-
tile time,” she says. “Everything
can change so fast for them. I do
worry about what will happen
after this project ends.”

In the corner of the meeting
room sits 16-year-old Heather
(who asked that her real name
not be used). Her photo portfo-
lio is full of color — a close-up of
her favorite watercolor paints, a
pink splash of bleeding heart
flowers from the Cleveland Bo-
tanical Garden.

Heather says she was in
eighth grade when she first
started thinking about suicide,
and she attempted it a year later
after a bad breakup. Shortly be-
fore the group’s final meeting,

Heather attempted suicide
again.

This might call the success of
the photography project into
question, but Cleveland-based
child and adolescent psycholo-
gist Ellen F. Casper, who is not
associated with the program,
says that a suicide reattempt
does not necessarily mean the
program was a failure.

“Psychology is not an exact
science,” she says. “Whether it’s
in individual therapy, group
therapy or with medication, you
never have complete control
over what a person will do. It’s
more complicated than that. If
these kids felt like they gained a
support system, that’s a huge
achievement.”

After the group heard about
Heather, they visited her in the
hospital. At the final meeting,
Heather shared what it meant to
her.

“When I go through dark peri-
ods in my life, I feel like all there
is is pain,” she says. “I’m still
learning to love myself.

“[But] I feel so accepted here
in a way that I never feel ac-
cepted in another place,” she
says. “It makes me want to open
up and be myself. You’ve helped
me through so much.”

She doesn’t explain how. She
doesn’t have to.

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:
tchin@plaind.com, 216-999-4098

CHILD
from B1

Reformer named
child-welfare chief

The agency under Forkas also
made controversial budget cuts,
and it mishandled several cases that
came to light, including recom-
mending custody of an infant to a
convicted cocaine trafficker with a
long criminal history. Several weeks
later, the man was charged with
killing a woman and dumping her
body on Interstate 90.

FitzGerald fired Forkas shortly
after he took office this year.

Forkas last fall took some respon-
sibility for the department’s short-
comings, but she also said other
county managers and contract
agencies failed to understand the
depth of family problems, which
she blamed on the economy.

FitzGerald said in an interview
Thursday that a key challenge for
Rideout is properly balancing pro-
tective custody with a goal of family
reunification. The department must
also address an unacceptably high
number of children who remain in
county custody until age 18, he said.

“She’s really had a unique van-
tage point to find out what’s worked
and what hasn’t worked across the
country,” said FitzGerald.

She will be paid $140,000 a year
for what FitzGerald described as

“quite possibly the most thankless
job in county government.”

FitzGerald said he could not
speak to restoring funding to some
programs that have been cut, in-
cluding certain task force-recom-
mended services for families after
reunification.

Lawyer John Lawson, a long-time
guardian ad litem for children in
the system, said he has seen little
improvement since the task force
recommendations. Lawson, who
also sat on the panel, said he thinks
Rideout’s success will largely de-
pend on county political leaders
who took office this year under
charter reform.

“It’s new turf for everybody,” he
said. “I wish herwell.”

Rideout was not available for
comment. She had been a chief dep-
uty in the 1990s under then-direc-
tor Judith Goodhand, who was
credited with improvements but
also left under criticism that the
agency didn’t do enough to prevent
deaths of several children whose
families had been under the coun-
ty’s watch.

Rideout is also a former director
of foster care and adoption at Belle-
faire JCB in Shaker Heights, and
currently works for Case Commons
Inc., a New York City-based non-
profit group that provides new tech-
nology for child-welfare workers.

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:
hspector@plaind.com, 216-999-4543
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Federal court OKs
sewer district plan

The consent decree signed by
the judge requires the district to
pay a total of $1.2 million within
30 days to the U.S. and Ohio EPAs
for past violations of clean-water
regulations. Half goes to each
agency.

In the 60-page order, Nugent
said the deal, which was submit-
ted to the court in December, was
negotiated in good faith, would
avoid prolonged and complicated
litigation and was “fair, reasona-
ble, and in the public interest.”

That brought a sigh of relief
from sewer district officials, who
couldn’t help but recall that in

March, another federal judge,
John Adams, denied a plan that
Akron had negotiated to reduce
discharges of untreated waste,
saying it was not fair or in the
public interest.

Among other problems, Adams
didn’t like that the plan gave Ak-
ron 18 years to solve its sewer
overflow problems even though
EPA records showed a solution
could have been completed within
10 to 11 years.

At issue in Akron, Cleveland
and hundreds of other older cities
is overflow discharges that come
from combined sewers — systems
that were built mostly in the early
1900s where the sanitary and
storm sewers are combined in one
large pipe.

During heavy rains, these
combined sewers take inmore wa-
ter than the system can handle, re-
sulting in discharges in various

places of a mixture of rainwater
and untreated sewage and indus-
trial waste.

This threatens the health of lo-
cal waterways and people who use
them. The untreated waste also of-
ten bubbles up in the basements
of homes as well.

The Northeast Ohio Regional
Sewer District serves Cleveland
and 61 neighboring communities.
Nearly one-quarter of its sewers
are combined and overflows from
them spill out from the system’s
126 outfalls, some built as early as
1876, which are located in a num-
ber of communities.

To solve the problem, sewer dis-
trict officials proposed building
seven massive tunnels that would
store the overflow wastewater un-
til it can be treated.

But the court is requiring that
part of the solution come from so-
called “green” infrastructure, said

sewer district spokeswoman Jean
Chapman.

Green solutions use plant and
soil systems, permeable pavement,
green roofs and cisterns and biore-
tention wetland areas to capture,
store and filter storm water before
it reaches the combined sewer sys-
tem.

The district is exploring green
options and will prepare a report
on them by the end of the year,
Chapman said. It must find green
solutions worth at least $42 mil-
lion, though the court made it
clear it would be open to a larger
role for this new technology,
which is popular because it creates
green spaces in urban landscapes.

“Now how we get to that num-
ber is really up to our discretion,”
Chapman said.

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:
ddavis@plaind.com, 216-999-4808



PHOTOS HELP TROUBLED TEENS PUT THE WORLD IN PERSPECTIVE by 
Teresa Chin 
 
One of the greatest challenges I experienced during my time as a Kaiser Health 
Intern was weighing how to report on the issue of teen depression. My editor had 
asked me to cover the Photo Perspective Project -- a local clinic-run program 
where psychologists and media professionals worked with teenagers who had 
been hospitalized for mental health issues. The kids ranged from 16 to 18-years-
old. Most had attempted suicide at least once.  
 
When I walked into the room to meet them for the first time, I wasn't sure this 
story was such a good idea. What would they think of a nosy reporter asking 
them intensely personal and probably painful questions about their past? A few 
moments before I addressed the group, the lead psychologist informed me that 
one girl, let's call her "Heather," had just rejoined the project after re-attempting 
suicide a few days before. As my eyes flickered over the red and yellow hospital 
bracelets that she still wore on her wrists, and she stared back at me with smoky-
rimmed eyes, my doubts almost overcame me. 
 
Then she smiled. 
 
The next few hours consisted of some of the most powerful interviews of my time 
at the Plain Dealer. I had brought a video camera with me, thinking I could have 
them talk about their photos, but the teens were adamant that they wanted to 
share their personal stories of depression on camera. In the end, a few didn't 
want their faces shown. Heather, for example, only wanted to show her arms. In 
the end, I chose to produce three separate individual videos for the piece, which 
helped to capture the depth of the story and its significance for the people 
involved. 
 
I had a bit of a moral dilemma on whether or not to use the teens' full names. On 
the one hand, it was a powerful expression of ownership over their personal 
stories for the teens who wanted to share. On the other hand, their names, once 
on the internet, would become searchable to future employers, and could have 
profound professional consequences. In the end, my editor and I decided to 
include full names in the print piece for the teens who were 18 or over, and in the 
non-searchable video for teens who were under-18 and whose parents had 
signed a waiver.  
 
Although this was supposed to a quick metro piece, it ended up being a strong 
multimedia package that touched on larger issues of teen mental health. I felt 
privileged to report on such an important topic. 
 
This story originally ran on July 8, 2011 on The Plain Dealer’s website and in its print edition. It 
has been reproduced in its entirety on our website with permission from The Plain Dealer. 


