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DEKALBCOUNTY

Psychiatrist indicted
in sexual assault case

A Dunwoody psychiatrist
used his power over a patient to
have sex with her, according to
an indictment filed Thursday in
DeKalb County Superior Court.

The grand jury indicted Dr.
Seth Alex Pope on a count of
sexual assault against a patient,
alleging that he used his “treat-
ment and counseling relation-
ship” to “facilitate sexual con-
tact” with a woman during a
nine-month span beginning in
May 2006.

Pope, 59, also was indicted
on a count of prescribing drugs
illegally to her. The indict-
ment says he dispensed an “un-
known controlled substance,”
but didn’t elaborate on the na-
ture of the drug nor amotive in
providing it.

Pope could not be reached
for comment. The patient’s
name is being withheld be-
cause The Atlanta Journal-Con-
stitution does not identify vic-
tims of sexual assault. Author-
ities began investigating after
she filed a police report, said
Orzy Theus, a spokesman for
the DeKalb district attorney’s
office. TY TAGAMI

FULTONCOUNTY

CollegeParkgetsnew
fireenginedelivered

College Park has added a
new pumper to its Fire De-
partment fleet. The Pierce Ar-
row XT engine can pump up to
1,500 gallons of water per min-
ute and carries 750 gallons,
so firefighters can immediate-
ly begin knocking down flames
when they arrive at a scene. En-
gine 1, as the vehicle is known,
is the secondmajor addition to
the city’s Fire Rescue Depart-
ment in the past year. The city
also added a 100-foot ladder
truck in 2008. APRIL HUNT

COBBCOUNTY

GoGreenExpostarts
todayatCobbGalleria

The Go Green Expo, an envi-
ronmentally focused business-
to-consumer and business-to-
business exhibition, will be
held today through Sunday at
the Cobb Galleria Centre.

The Atlanta showwill have
nearly 250 exhibitors display-
ing greenmerchandise. Tick-
ets are $5 to $10 and should be
purchased at the door. For in-
formation and schedules, visit
www.gogreenexpo.com.
RALPH ELLIS

FAYETTECOUNTY

Holyfield’s estateunder
foreclosure, again

For the second time in a year,
Evander Holyfield’s palatial
Fayette County estate is under
foreclosure.

A notice published last week
in the Fayette Daily News re-
vealed the former heavyweight
boxing champion is in danger
of losing his 109-room Fairburn
mansion. The lien holder is de-
manding full repayment of the
original $10million loan, with
an auction scheduled for July
7 on the Fayette County Court-
house steps in Fayetteville.

Holyfield, 46, did not return
a call seeking comment.

Holyfield has grossedmore
than $248million in the ring,
but two divorces, several failed
business ventures and child
support payments believed to
total $500,000 annually have
taken a toll on his financial well-
being. CHRISTIAN BOONE

OBITUARIES

Gunn’spassionwas in
education,mechanics

Entrepreneur
and educator Joe
Gunn, who died at
55, lovedmotorcy-
cles and enjoyed
collecting guns. B5

VENTOFTHEDAY
If we spend more time trying
to be helpful and friendly to one
another, we will have less time to
spend hating. More Vent, B2

Georgia
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DeKalb County Police Officer Tammy Sandiferwatches out for speeders alongwestbound I-20 as part of
the 100 Days of SummerHeat Speed Crackdown Campaign Thursday. Sandifer said she once pulled over a
motorcycle speeding at 90mph on this stretch of highway,where the limit is 55mph. The Georgia Move-
Over Law requires drivers tomover over one lane,when possible, if an emergency vehicle with flashing
lights is parked on the shoulder of the highway. If traffic is too heavy tomove over safely, the law requires
drivers to slow down below the posted speed limit and be prepared to stop.
Vino Wong vwong@ajc.com

Noneed forspeed!

ByRhonda Cook
rcook@ajc.com

Two of the three people
charged with kidnapping and
shooting a Georgia Tech student
in May have been indicted in the
armed robbery and kidnapping
of a Georgia State University stu-
dent on the same day.

The six-count Fulton Coun-
ty indictment naming Maurice
Brown, 19, and Deangelo Love,
17, was returned 10 days after the
two, along with a third person
who has not been named, were
charged with shooting Georgia
Tech student PatrickWhaley.

Whaley and Carsten Singh,
a 22-year-old GSU senior, were
both attackedMay 4 just a few
blocks from each other.

Whaley was at an apartment
complex parking garage in the
1100 block of Northside Drive,
and Singh was at an apartment
complex on 16th Street near
Northside Drive.

So far, Brown, Love and the
third person are the only ones
charged with any of the 10 armed
robberies that have occurred in
the Tech neighborhood — but not
on campus — since Feb. 7.

Police have declined to identi-
fy the third suspect, who is being
held on unrelated charges.

Atlanta police say the crew’s
most recent victims were stu-
dents Jim Kenney and Ryan Lorb-
er, whowere robbed Tuesday
about a block fromwhereWhal-
ey was held up.

Kenney and Lorber told police
that they were confronted by two

menwho jumped out of a black
sport utility vehicle while a third
remained inside. Lorber was able
to escape the gunmen, but Ken-
ney, whose leg is in a cast, was
not. Neither student was injured.

Singh told police he was get-
ting out of his car at his girl-
friend’s apartment when three
men forced him into a van at
gunpoint. They drove the GSU
student around for about 45min-
utes, and at one point tried to use
his ATM card to get money. On a
dead-end street in theWest End
area, they ordered him out of the
van and then shot him in the leg.

Whaley was getting in his
car when twomen jumped
him.While the twowere going
through his pockets, they were
interrupted by a couple getting
off the elevator in the parking ga-
rage. Themen forced the cou-
ple to the ground and took their
credit cards, $280 in cash, cell-
phones and car keys, according
to a police report.

They tried to forceWhaley in-
to a van, and as he was climbing
in, a thirdman came up and shot
him in chest. Whaley survived.

2 charged in Tech shooting
indicted in GSU robbery

Maurice Brown (left) and Dean-
gelo Love have been charged in
recent attacks on students.

CRIME

Text messages
by Dollar bring
big opportunity
for extra bucks

ByChristopher Quinn
cquinn@ajc.com

The Rev. Creflo Dollar and his
sale of daily devotional texts is
another example of how evan-
gelical Christians have been early
adopters of new communication
technologies.

Dollar brings to his particu-
lar penchant for making it turn a
profit, said Jonathan L.Walton,
religion professor at the Universi-
ty of California-Riverside and au-
thor of “Watch This! The Ethics
and Aesthetics of Black Televan-
gelism.”

Dollar has a huge base of po-
tential customers for his $5.99-
a-month daily inspirational text
message.

“Dollar is one of themost pop-
ular religious broadcasters on
the planet,”Walton said.

Theminister has moved be-
yond the image of a TV preacher
to a pop icon, he said.

“Whenever you have hip-hop
figures quoting you or referenc-
ing you in songs as the embodi-
ment of an economic hustler on
par with John Gotti, you’vemade
it,”Walton said.

Dollar appeared in the Lud-
acris and Jermaine Dupri vid-
eo “Welcome to Atlanta,” and
rapper 50 Cent rhymed “Creflo
Dollar” with “popmy collar” in
“Poppin’ Them Thangs.”

Dollar, who rose to famewith
his TV broadcasts, is facing a law-
suit over his text-messaging ser-
vice from a California business-
man. The suit by Devone Lawson
claims that he worked with Dol-
lar and his son Jeremy Dollar to
develop the text-messaging de-
votionals, but the Dollars pulled
out and started the service on
their own in 2006.

Lawson filed the suit in Los
Angeles onWednesday, alleg-
ing fraud, breach of contract and

DollarcontinuedonB4

AIDS rate
prompts
push for
HIV tests

BySharise M. Darby
sdarby@ajc.com

Saturday is National HIV Test-
ing Day, and it’s a reminder that
Georgia has one of the highest
AIDS rates in the country.

With 19.7 cases for every
100,000 people, Georgia ranked
ninth out of all states, according
to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. The data is
from 2007, the latest available.

Georgia had 1,877 new AIDS
cases in 2007. In 2006, there
were 1,589 new cases. The total
number of AIDS cases in Georgia
through 2007 was 33,847.

Not only was the state ranked
high in AIDS cases, but themet-
ro Atlanta area, including Atlan-
ta, Sandy Springs andMarietta,
ranked 10th of all themetro areas
in the country for its AIDS rate of
23 cases for every 100,000 peo-
ple, according to the CDC.

The high rate of AIDS in Geor-
gia and themetro area has ener-
gized activists and the CDC to en-
courage people to get tested for
HIV, the virus that causes AIDS.

Dr. Gary Puckrein, president
and CEO of the National Minority
Quality Forum, says HIV is hav-
ing a higher impact in the South.
OnMonday, the forum, a non-
profit research organization, un-
veiled an interactive database
(www.hivmap.org) that allows
the public to viewHIV rates for
most counties in the U.S.

Atlanta ranks 10th
amongU.S. cities.

Activists, health officials
say some groups still
hard to reach.

HIVcontinuedonB4

UGA, Tech admit
wait list students

ByLaura Diamond
ldiamond@ajc.com

Admissions officers at the
Georgia Institute of Technolo-
gy and the University of Georgia
turned to wait lists this year to fill
out freshman classes.

It’s not unusual for colleges to
accept students off the wait list,
but howmany students are ad-
mitted that way varies each year.

“We’ve had years where we
take none or just seven and oth-

ers where we take hundreds,”
said Rick Clark, director of un-
dergraduate admissions at Geor-
gia Tech. “I hate putting anyone
on it, because it is so uncertain. I
wish we could predict exactly so
that we didn’t need a wait list.”

Colleges usewait lists as safety
nets because of the unpredictabil-
ity of whowill enroll.When too
many accepted students decline,
the admission office puts out of-
fers to students on thewait list.

“Some years we need it, and
somewe don’t,” said Patrick
Winter, senior associate direc-
tor of admissions at UGA. “We
thought more Georgia students
wouldmake a decision to stay
in state this year because of the
economy.”

Public college tuition is often
cheaper than private schools,
and Georgia students are eligible

for the HOPE scholarship, a mer-
it program that pays for most of
an in-state student’s college ed-
ucation.

UGA received more than
18,000 applications this year.
The college offered admission to
about 9,000 students to fill about
4,800 slots for the freshman
class, Winter said. About 1,000
students were put on a wait list,
and somewere admitted. Figures
showing exactly howmany were
not readily available.

About 11,500 incoming fresh-
men applied to Tech, and about
59 percent were admitted, Clark
said. The college offered about
700 students spots on the wait
list, and about 400 said yes,
Clark said. About 150 of those
students were admitted to yield

Colleges fill out
freshman classes.

Number accepted off
provisional roll varies
from year to year.

AdmissionscontinuedonB4

Residents
speak out
against tax
proposal

ByEric Stirgus
estirgus@ajc.com

They didn’t come to Atlan-
ta City Hall with bullhorns — but
about three dozen homeowners
spoke loudly Thursday against
Mayor Shirley Franklin’s propos-
al to raise property taxes to cover
a $56million budget gap.

A property tax hike would
bump up Atlanta’s property tax
rate for general services from 7.12
mills to 10.12 mills, a 42 percent
increase. City officials say the in-
crease would equate to about
$250more in taxes for the aver-
age homeowner. Themayor’s
proposed budget is $541 million.

Many speakers said they can’t
affordmore taxes in a recession.

“It’s not about the city’s dis-
tress. We’re talking about peo-
ple’s lives,” said BarbaraWhite,
who spoke during the first of two
public hearings Thursday.

Themayor has said the tax in-
crease would pay to end fur-
loughs on city workers. If the tax
increase is not passed, Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Jim Glass said
Thursdaymore recreation cen-

At hearings, Atlanta
homeowners blasted
a 42 percent increase.

BudgetcontinuedonB5
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DEKALBCOUNTY

Psychiatrist indicted
in sexual assault case

A Dunwoody psychiatrist
used his power over a patient to
have sex with her, according to
an indictment filed Thursday in
DeKalb County Superior Court.

The grand jury indicted Dr.
Seth Alex Pope on a count of
sexual assault against a patient,
alleging that he used his “treat-
ment and counseling relation-
ship” to “facilitate sexual con-
tact” with a woman during a
nine-month span beginning in
May 2006.

Pope, 59, also was indicted
on a count of prescribing drugs
illegally to her. The indict-
ment says he dispensed an “un-
known controlled substance,”
but didn’t elaborate on the na-
ture of the drug nor amotive in
providing it.

Pope could not be reached
for comment. The patient’s
name is being withheld be-
cause The Atlanta Journal-Con-
stitution does not identify vic-
tims of sexual assault. Author-
ities began investigating after
she filed a police report, said
Orzy Theus, a spokesman for
the DeKalb district attorney’s
office. TY TAGAMI

FULTONCOUNTY

CollegeParkgetsnew
fireenginedelivered

College Park has added a
new pumper to its Fire De-
partment fleet. The Pierce Ar-
row XT engine can pump up to
1,500 gallons of water per min-
ute and carries 750 gallons,
so firefighters can immediate-
ly begin knocking down flames
when they arrive at a scene. En-
gine 1, as the vehicle is known,
is the secondmajor addition to
the city’s Fire Rescue Depart-
ment in the past year. The city
also added a 100-foot ladder
truck in 2008. APRIL HUNT

COBBCOUNTY

GoGreenExpostarts
todayatCobbGalleria

The Go Green Expo, an envi-
ronmentally focused business-
to-consumer and business-to-
business exhibition, will be
held today through Sunday at
the Cobb Galleria Centre.

The Atlanta showwill have
nearly 250 exhibitors display-
ing greenmerchandise. Tick-
ets are $5 to $10 and should be
purchased at the door. For in-
formation and schedules, visit
www.gogreenexpo.com.
RALPH ELLIS

FAYETTECOUNTY

Holyfield’s estateunder
foreclosure, again

For the second time in a year,
Evander Holyfield’s palatial
Fayette County estate is under
foreclosure.

A notice published last week
in the Fayette Daily News re-
vealed the former heavyweight
boxing champion is in danger
of losing his 109-room Fairburn
mansion. The lien holder is de-
manding full repayment of the
original $10million loan, with
an auction scheduled for July
7 on the Fayette County Court-
house steps in Fayetteville.

Holyfield, 46, did not return
a call seeking comment.

Holyfield has grossedmore
than $248million in the ring,
but two divorces, several failed
business ventures and child
support payments believed to
total $500,000 annually have
taken a toll on his financial well-
being. CHRISTIAN BOONE
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Gunn’spassionwas in
education,mechanics

Entrepreneur
and educator Joe
Gunn, who died at
55, lovedmotorcy-
cles and enjoyed
collecting guns. B5

VENTOFTHEDAY
If we spend more time trying
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DeKalb County Police Officer Tammy Sandiferwatches out for speeders alongwestbound I-20 as part of
the 100 Days of SummerHeat Speed Crackdown Campaign Thursday. Sandifer said she once pulled over a
motorcycle speeding at 90mph on this stretch of highway,where the limit is 55mph. The Georgia Move-
Over Law requires drivers tomover over one lane,when possible, if an emergency vehicle with flashing
lights is parked on the shoulder of the highway. If traffic is too heavy tomove over safely, the law requires
drivers to slow down below the posted speed limit and be prepared to stop.
Vino Wong vwong@ajc.com

Noneed forspeed!

ByRhonda Cook
rcook@ajc.com

Two of the three people
charged with kidnapping and
shooting a Georgia Tech student
in May have been indicted in the
armed robbery and kidnapping
of a Georgia State University stu-
dent on the same day.

The six-count Fulton Coun-
ty indictment naming Maurice
Brown, 19, and Deangelo Love,
17, was returned 10 days after the
two, along with a third person
who has not been named, were
charged with shooting Georgia
Tech student PatrickWhaley.

Whaley and Carsten Singh,
a 22-year-old GSU senior, were
both attackedMay 4 just a few
blocks from each other.

Whaley was at an apartment
complex parking garage in the
1100 block of Northside Drive,
and Singh was at an apartment
complex on 16th Street near
Northside Drive.

So far, Brown, Love and the
third person are the only ones
charged with any of the 10 armed
robberies that have occurred in
the Tech neighborhood — but not
on campus — since Feb. 7.

Police have declined to identi-
fy the third suspect, who is being
held on unrelated charges.

Atlanta police say the crew’s
most recent victims were stu-
dents Jim Kenney and Ryan Lorb-
er, whowere robbed Tuesday
about a block fromwhereWhal-
ey was held up.

Kenney and Lorber told police
that they were confronted by two

menwho jumped out of a black
sport utility vehicle while a third
remained inside. Lorber was able
to escape the gunmen, but Ken-
ney, whose leg is in a cast, was
not. Neither student was injured.

Singh told police he was get-
ting out of his car at his girl-
friend’s apartment when three
men forced him into a van at
gunpoint. They drove the GSU
student around for about 45min-
utes, and at one point tried to use
his ATM card to get money. On a
dead-end street in theWest End
area, they ordered him out of the
van and then shot him in the leg.

Whaley was getting in his
car when twomen jumped
him.While the twowere going
through his pockets, they were
interrupted by a couple getting
off the elevator in the parking ga-
rage. Themen forced the cou-
ple to the ground and took their
credit cards, $280 in cash, cell-
phones and car keys, according
to a police report.

They tried to forceWhaley in-
to a van, and as he was climbing
in, a thirdman came up and shot
him in chest. Whaley survived.

2 charged in Tech shooting
indicted in GSU robbery

Maurice Brown (left) and Dean-
gelo Love have been charged in
recent attacks on students.

CRIME

Text messages
by Dollar bring
big opportunity
for extra bucks

ByChristopher Quinn
cquinn@ajc.com

The Rev. Creflo Dollar and his
sale of daily devotional texts is
another example of how evan-
gelical Christians have been early
adopters of new communication
technologies.

Dollar brings to his particu-
lar penchant for making it turn a
profit, said Jonathan L.Walton,
religion professor at the Universi-
ty of California-Riverside and au-
thor of “Watch This! The Ethics
and Aesthetics of Black Televan-
gelism.”

Dollar has a huge base of po-
tential customers for his $5.99-
a-month daily inspirational text
message.

“Dollar is one of themost pop-
ular religious broadcasters on
the planet,”Walton said.

Theminister has moved be-
yond the image of a TV preacher
to a pop icon, he said.

“Whenever you have hip-hop
figures quoting you or referenc-
ing you in songs as the embodi-
ment of an economic hustler on
par with John Gotti, you’vemade
it,”Walton said.

Dollar appeared in the Lud-
acris and Jermaine Dupri vid-
eo “Welcome to Atlanta,” and
rapper 50 Cent rhymed “Creflo
Dollar” with “popmy collar” in
“Poppin’ Them Thangs.”

Dollar, who rose to famewith
his TV broadcasts, is facing a law-
suit over his text-messaging ser-
vice from a California business-
man. The suit by Devone Lawson
claims that he worked with Dol-
lar and his son Jeremy Dollar to
develop the text-messaging de-
votionals, but the Dollars pulled
out and started the service on
their own in 2006.

Lawson filed the suit in Los
Angeles onWednesday, alleg-
ing fraud, breach of contract and

DollarcontinuedonB4

AIDS rate
prompts
push for
HIV tests

BySharise M. Darby
sdarby@ajc.com

Saturday is National HIV Test-
ing Day, and it’s a reminder that
Georgia has one of the highest
AIDS rates in the country.

With 19.7 cases for every
100,000 people, Georgia ranked
ninth out of all states, according
to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. The data is
from 2007, the latest available.

Georgia had 1,877 new AIDS
cases in 2007. In 2006, there
were 1,589 new cases. The total
number of AIDS cases in Georgia
through 2007 was 33,847.

Not only was the state ranked
high in AIDS cases, but themet-
ro Atlanta area, including Atlan-
ta, Sandy Springs andMarietta,
ranked 10th of all themetro areas
in the country for its AIDS rate of
23 cases for every 100,000 peo-
ple, according to the CDC.

The high rate of AIDS in Geor-
gia and themetro area has ener-
gized activists and the CDC to en-
courage people to get tested for
HIV, the virus that causes AIDS.

Dr. Gary Puckrein, president
and CEO of the National Minority
Quality Forum, says HIV is hav-
ing a higher impact in the South.
OnMonday, the forum, a non-
profit research organization, un-
veiled an interactive database
(www.hivmap.org) that allows
the public to viewHIV rates for
most counties in the U.S.

Atlanta ranks 10th
amongU.S. cities.

Activists, health officials
say some groups still
hard to reach.

HIVcontinuedonB4

UGA, Tech admit
wait list students

ByLaura Diamond
ldiamond@ajc.com

Admissions officers at the
Georgia Institute of Technolo-
gy and the University of Georgia
turned to wait lists this year to fill
out freshman classes.

It’s not unusual for colleges to
accept students off the wait list,
but howmany students are ad-
mitted that way varies each year.

“We’ve had years where we
take none or just seven and oth-

ers where we take hundreds,”
said Rick Clark, director of un-
dergraduate admissions at Geor-
gia Tech. “I hate putting anyone
on it, because it is so uncertain. I
wish we could predict exactly so
that we didn’t need a wait list.”

Colleges usewait lists as safety
nets because of the unpredictabil-
ity of whowill enroll.When too
many accepted students decline,
the admission office puts out of-
fers to students on thewait list.

“Some years we need it, and
somewe don’t,” said Patrick
Winter, senior associate direc-
tor of admissions at UGA. “We
thought more Georgia students
wouldmake a decision to stay
in state this year because of the
economy.”

Public college tuition is often
cheaper than private schools,
and Georgia students are eligible

for the HOPE scholarship, a mer-
it program that pays for most of
an in-state student’s college ed-
ucation.

UGA receivedmore than
18,000 applications this year.
The college offered admission to
about 9,000 students to fill about
4,800 slots for the freshman
class, Winter said. About 1,000
students were put on a wait list,
and somewere admitted. Figures
showing exactly howmany were
not readily available.

About 11,500 incoming fresh-
men applied to Tech, and about
59 percent were admitted, Clark
said. The college offered about
700 students spots on the wait
list, and about 400 said yes,
Clark said. About 150 of those
students were admitted to yield

Colleges fill out
freshman classes.

Number accepted off
provisional roll varies
from year to year.

AdmissionscontinuedonB4

Residents
speak out
against tax
proposal

ByEric Stirgus
estirgus@ajc.com

They didn’t come to Atlan-
ta City Hall with bullhorns — but
about three dozen homeowners
spoke loudly Thursday against
Mayor Shirley Franklin’s propos-
al to raise property taxes to cover
a $56million budget gap.

A property tax hike would
bump up Atlanta’s property tax
rate for general services from 7.12
mills to 10.12 mills, a 42 percent
increase. City officials say the in-
crease would equate to about
$250more in taxes for the aver-
age homeowner. Themayor’s
proposed budget is $541 million.

Many speakers said they can’t
affordmore taxes in a recession.

“It’s not about the city’s dis-
tress. We’re talking about peo-
ple’s lives,” said BarbaraWhite,
who spoke during the first of two
public hearings Thursday.

Themayor has said the tax in-
crease would pay to end fur-
loughs on city workers. If the tax
increase is not passed, Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Jim Glass said
Thursdaymore recreation cen-

At hearings, Atlanta
homeowners blasted
a 42 percent increase.
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with their highly mobile
and constantly connected
charges.

Baglan said EZ Tex-
ting has provided help for
“hundreds” of faith-based
groups.

“I’ve never had any
church asking about charg-
ing,” for sending out mes-
sages, she said.

“They generally want it
to be a free service.”

Dollar’s main church in
College Park claims 30,000
members. He has started
satellite churches in New
York and other communi-
ties.

“I’ve never had
any church
asking about
charging. They
generally want
it to be a free
service.”
Amy Baglan
vice president, EZ Texting

other claims. The suit es-
timates Dollar makes $50
million a year from the ser-
vice.

Calls toDollar andhis
publicistwerenot returned.

Marcus Owens, aWash-
ington attorney represent-
ing Dollar in the investiga-
tion into televangelists by
the Senate Finance Com-
mittee, said he knew noth-
ing about the suit.

From the early days of
modern technology, Chris-
tians such as Oral Roberts
have seen technology as a
way to spread their mes-
sage and grow their base,
Walton said.

Amy Baglan, vice pres-
ident with EZ Texting, a
text-messaging firm in New
York, said the first faith-
based groups to adapt text
messaging were church
youth group leaders. They
realized they could use
texts to stay connected

Dollar
continued from B1

Phone
calls not
returned

Want to get tested?
●Call AID Atlanta at 404-
870-7700.
●Visit www.aidatlanta.org
for a list of free testing
events in your area.
●Contact Georgia’s AIDS
and STD infoline at 1-800-
551-2728.

A few of the testing
events
●9 a.m.-6 p.m. today
AID Atlanta Inc. 1606
Peachtree St. N.E., Atlanta.
1-800-551-2728
●9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday.
Higher Living Community
Impact Center Inc. 2450
Mount Zion Parkway, Suite
400,Jonesboro. 678-422-
4787

“Certainly, what we have
seen over recent years is
the face of the disease has
changed, and there is a
more substantial dispro-
portionate burden in the
minority populations,” he
said. “That could certainly
be an explanation of what
we are seeing in Georgia.”

Organizations such as
AID Atlanta are providing
free HIV testing events this
week in recognition of Na-
tional HIV Testing Day. AID
Atlanta is a nonprofit orga-
nization that provides ed-
ucation and support ser-
vices for people living with
HIV and AIDS.

Neena Smith-Bankhead,
director of education and
volunteer services at AID
Atlanta, said, “The test-
ing is free, and we are try-
ing tomake ourselves ac-
cessible to the community.
We are also expanding our
hours so people can try
tomake it before work or
maybe a little after work to
get tested.”

Smith-Bankhead said
she has seen an increased
interest in HIV testing, but
there’s more to do.

“People are finally start-
ing to heed the call and go
out and get tested,” she
said. “But ... some of the
people at highest risk still
aren’t coming out to get
tested. There are still cer-
tain communities and cer-
tain populations that we
are still having some trou-
ble reaching.”

According to Smith-
Bankhead, these popu-
lations include African-
American women and
young adults.

One young adult who did
heed the call wasMichael J.
Brewer, a 23-year-old from
Oklahoma City who gradu-
ated fromMorehouse Col-
lege inMay. Brewer, who
has decided to get routine
tests, participated in a free
testing event Monday at a
Kroger parking lot in At-
lanta. The AIDS Healthcare
Foundation and AID Atlan-
ta held the event.

“It is such an important
thing,” he said. “Particular-
ly people inmy communi-
ty, being black and gay, but
all people should practice
and get in the habit of be-
ing tested regularly.”

As Brewer stepped into

the van, he exuded a sense
of calmness. He sat right
in front of the prevention
counselor, who asked him a
few confidential questions.
While Brewer answered,
the counselor opened the
oral swab packet and asked
Brewer to run the appara-
tus across his gums. After
a few seconds, the test was
complete. Brewer received
a cardwith his ID number
and left.

About 20minutes later,
Brewer was called back in
the bus. He was relieved to
hear that he was HIV-neg-
ative.

“I feel great,” he said.
“I’m thankful and grate-
ful. ... It was very quick and
painless. It was very rou-
tine. The staff was very
compassionate and profes-
sional, so it was very easy
for me.”

And Shezza Shagarabi,
16, can agree. This North
Atlanta High School rising
senior, who attendedMon-
day’s event, said the pro-
cess was a breeze. Shaga-
rabi has never been sexu-
ally active, but many of her
friends are. She wanted to
be able to tell them about
her experience and en-
courage them to get tested.

“The whole process,
how it is done will be an
eye-opening and learning
experience for me,” she
said. “I wanted to experi-
ence this so, as a friend, I
can let them know that this
is not scary.”

Both Shagarabi and
Brewer hope nothing —
fear, stigmas ormyths
— keeps people from doing
what is right.

“Knowing is half the bat-
tle,” Brewer said. “What
you don’t know, you can’t
fix. It serves you no pur-
pose to not know your sta-
tus. ... At the end of the
day, if you do it for no oth-
er reason, do it for your-
self.”

HIV
continued from B1

Groups
offer free
testing

a freshman class of about
2,650, he said.

The college admissions
season that iswrapping up
was oneof themost compet-
itive in history, as a record
3.33million students grad-
uated fromhigh schools
across the country this year,
according to theNational
Association for CollegeAd-
missionCounseling.

Admissions officers jug-
gled several factors as they
assembled freshman class-
es. They predictedwhat
percentage of admitted stu-
dents would actually enroll.
Theywonderedwhat kind
of financial offers students
got fromother colleges and
how the recessionwould af-
fect decisions.

“And let’s not forget
we’re trying to predict the
behavior of 17-year-olds,”
Winter said. “Asmuch as it
pains me to say, not every
student wants to attend the
University of Georgia.”

Colleges
use their
wait lists
Admissions
continued from B1

By Patrick Fox
pfox@ajc.com

Gwinnett County’s bud-
get woesmay cost the
county school district
tens of thousands of dol-
lars in interest if taxmon-
ey doesn’t begin flowing in
soon.

The county hasn’t set
a mill levy and probably
won’t until it settles a dis-
pute with its municipalities
over services and tax obli-
gations for city residents.

In themeantime, the
school district is waiting
for the county to send out
tax notices.

“We certainly would
prefer not to having a bill-

ing delay,” said Mike Com-
er, a deputy county admin-
istrator. “We’re in a ser-
vice-delivery dispute that
has a lot of money around
it.”

Comer said the cities
should share blame for the
delay because they have
threatened a court fight
over any county proper-
ty tax levy they don’t agree
with. Negotiations to settle
that issue remain in limbo.

Tax notices, usually
mailed bymid-July, nor-
mally cannot be issued un-
til the county sets its mill
levy. Comer said the coun-
ty is in the early stages of
setting up a plan to send
out notices without a firm
countymill levy, but he
would not elaborate.

The County Commis-
sionmust vote to establish
amill levy, and it doesn’t
meet again until July 21.

Gwinnett County school
Superintendent J. Alvin
Wilbanks told school board
members last week that

the delay could easily cost
the district $100,000.

The school district de-
pends on property taxes
to help fund its operating
budget. The bulk of that
budget, 87 percent, is pay-
roll. Eachmonth it spends
$100million in payroll and
benefits.

When the fiscal year be-
gins in July, the district will
have about $102million in
reserve. It expects to re-
ceive an average of about
$60million eachmonth in
state aid and an addition-
al $40million from local
property taxes.

But because no local
property tax revenue will
be coming in, the district
will have to draw against its
reserve, which now sits in
a short-term pool drawing
about 0.3 percent interest.

The real expense would
come if the district ran out
of reserve funds and had
to borrow tomeet payroll,
with a rate probably be-
tween 0.75 percent and 1

percent, said Rick Cost,
chief financial officer for
the district. Cost said the
reserve could accommo-
date a delay of 45 days.

The delay is one of sev-
eral financial shots the
school district must absorb
in its 2010 budget.

Last month, the county
pulled $1.3 million in fund-
ing for the school cross-
ing guard program and the
community schools pro-
gram. Also, state sales tax
revenues are off 30 percent
from the district’s high es-
timates.

“We’ve done our best
to anticipate cuts from the
state,” Cost said. “We’ve
taken steps to not spend
all of the [2009] budget in
hopes the savings will off-
set some of the 2010 short-
falls.”

Cost said the district will
most likely seek savings in
personnel. Schools may
delay filling positions that
open up or hire employees
with less experience.

Gwinnett district
to tap its reserve.

Lack of tax revenue
could force system
to borrow.

Delay pinches schools
Metro

Police look for rape victims
By Rhonda Cook
rcook@ajc.com

Fulton County police be-
lieve a suspected serial rap-
ist in custodymay be re-
sponsible for more than a
dozen assaults in the Ful-
ton Industrial Boulevard
area, a place known as a
marketplace for prostitu-
tion, according to Capt.
Darryl Halbert.

So far, detectives have
linked five cases, including
one in which the woman
admitted she had agreed
to provide sex for money,
Halbert said.

In that case, the woman
told police that theman,
whowas driving a tractor-
trailer truck, refused to

pay her once they got to a
warehouse parking lot and
showed her a handgun.

“We’re definitely look-
ing at those cases being
connected,” Halbert said.
He said police believe there
may be at least a dozen
more.

The police are not re-
leasing the identity of the
suspect, who has been in
custody sincemid-June, be-
cause they do not want to
taint identifications made
by other victims of a man
who they believe trolled
the area near I-20 west of
downtown Atlanta.

Halbert said the suspect-
ed rapist is black, in his
mid-30s and 5 feet 10 inch-
es to 6 feet tall.

According to incident re-
ports, the first attack was
Feb. 25, 2008.

The next one came
April 10, 2008, then Aug.
5, 2008 and then Nov. 13,
2008. Themost recent sex-
ual assault in that area was
May 29.

Three of the women said
their attacker was driving
a tractor-trailer type truck.
Three of them said he was
armedwith a knife, and
two said he had a silver
handgun.

“We’re trying to get peo-
ple to come forward,” said
Halbert. “Wewould like
any other victims to come
forward.”

Detectives can be
reached at 404-699-4210.

Le��� Notices
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Community Development/Human Re-
sources Committee of the Atlanta City Coun-
cil will hold a Public Hearing on the follow-
ing legislation on Tuesday, July 14, 2009, at
12:30 p.m., in Committee Room #2, 2nd floor,
City Hall, 55 Trinity Avenue, SW.

09-O-1118 An Ordinance by Community De-
velopment/Human
CDP-09-27 Resources Committee adopting the
Edgewood Avenue Community Redevelop-
ment Plan into the City of Atlanta Compre-
hensive Development Plan; and for other
purposes.

For more information, contact Bureau of
Housing at 404-330-6145

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC ARE
WELCOME!

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF THIS
OFFICE ON THIS 23rd day of June, 2009.

Rhonda Dauphin Johnson
MUNICIPAL CLERK, CMC

Atlanta Renewal Community CoRA, Inc. Board
will meet on 06/26/09 at 3PM at 34 Peachtree

Street, Suite 2350 Atlanta, GA 30303.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Community Development/Human Re-
sources Committee of the Atlanta City Coun-
cil will hold a Public Hearing on the follow-
ing legislation on Tuesday, June 30, 2009, at
12:30 p.m., in Committee Room #2, 2nd floor,
City Hall, 55 Trinity Avenue, SW.

09-R-1127 A Resolution by Community Devel-
opment/Human Resources Committee autho-
rizing the Mayor to apply for and accept a
competitive grant in an amount not to ex-
ceed $30,000,000.00 from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) under the Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) Neighborhood Stabiliza-
tion Program 2 (NSP2); to enter into a Consor-
tium Agreement with the Atlanta Develop-
ment Authority (ADA), Developer "X" and
Developer "Y" as part of the NSP2 Applica-
tion procedures; and for other purposes.

For more information, contact Bureau of
Housing at 404-330-6720 or 6121

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC ARE
WELCOME!

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF THIS
OFFICE ON THIS 23rd day of June, 2009.

Rhonda Dauphin Johnson
MUNICIPAL CLERK, CMC

THIS SUNDAY!
June 28 11am-7pm

ANTIQUES!
Furniture, Paintings,

Rugs, Art, Collectibles,
MUCHMORE!

GOT STUFF? Rather have CASH?
Sell your pieces to our customers.

WE LIQUIDATE ESTATES.
FREE PICKUP! 1 piece or 100.
We can sell anything of value.

100s of valuable items!
www.gallery63.net
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A
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C
23

61

PUBLIC
AUCTION

Preview NOW at 4577
Roswell Rd. 404.252.2555

I have applied to the City
of Atlanta for a restau-
rant selling liquor, beer
and wine for on premises
consumption (new appli-
cant/old location) at 1082
Huff Rd Suite C Atlanta,
GA 30318. Urban PL8 LLC
d/b/a Urban PL 8. Hear-
ing to be held by the Li-
cense Review Board, July
7th, 2009, 5 p.m., 2nd
floor, Committee Room
#2, 55 Trinity Ave.
Claudia Pitts, Agent

Have you been diagnosed with dry eyes?
Or, do your eyes feel dry, irritated or scratchy?
We are conducting a clinical research study with people that have dry eye disease.
This study will evaluate the safety and effectiveness of an investigational eye drop
in people with this disease.

Qualified participants will receive study-related eye exams to evaluate their dry
eye disease at each of the study visits. Study medication and all study-related
procedures will be provided at no cost to the participant.

Qualified participants must:
• be at least 18 years of age.
• be willing to attend 7 study visits over 10 weeks
• be willing not to wear contact lenses for 2 weeks prior

to and through out the duration of the study

For more information, please contact:
Costal Research Associates, LLC

11205 Alpharetta Highway - Suite J-3, Roswell, GA 30076

770-777-1928



AIDS RATE PROMPTS PUSH FOR HIV TESTS by Sharise M. Darby 
 
The story I wrote about the AIDS/HIV epidemic in Atlanta and National HIV 
testing day was by far my favorite learning, growing, and journalistic experience 
during my internship. After writing a few stories that my editor assigned to me at 
the beginning of the internship I decided I wanted to develop an interesting and 
engaging story geared towards a minority health issue in Atlanta. 
  
I knew National HIV Testing Day would present the perfect opportunity for me to 
develop an entertaining, yet informative, story convincing Atlanta residents to go 
out and get tested and dispel any myths people may have about the disease or 
the testing process in general. 
  
This story enabled me to go out and interview people and medical professionals 
within the community, actually participate in the testing experience myself so I 
could have a better understanding of my topic, and gain experience deciphering 
statistics and figures for my story. 
 
This article, which originally ran on June 26, 2009,has been reproduced in its entirety on our 
website with permission from the Atlanta Journal Constitution. 
 


