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BY SONIA KRISHNAN / Seattle Times staff reporter

ight has fallen on North Seattle, and
Dan Pavlovic leaves his house for a
walk. 

This simple act — a gesture of freedom,
really — did not come easily to Pavlovic
when he and his wife moved to North
89th Street 10 years ago. 

Their one-story bungalow was steps away from Au-
rora Avenue North, one of the city’s most notorious
stretches of highway. Gunshots echoed at night. Drug
dealers and hookers carried out business on his
street. The couple closed their curtains and locked all
doors. 

Two years passed, then three, until finally in 2005,
Pavlovic decided: Enough of the hiding. Of the fear. It
was no way to live, especially as the father of two
young girls. 

“This is our neighborhood,” said Pavlovic, 44. “We
don’t have to run from this.” 

So he talked to others around him. Groups formed,

and Pavlovic became a founder and block-watch cap-
tain of Greenwood Aurora Involved Neighbors. Soon,
hundreds of residents from Fremont to Greenwood
started attending community forums, sending e-mail

DECADES OF DECAY
HAUNT INFAMOUS AURORA

P H O T O S  B Y  C H R I S  J O S E P H  T A Y L O R  /  S P E C I A L  T O  T H E  S E A T T L E  T I M E S

Low-rent motels line Aurora Avenue North between North 40th and North 145th streets. The state in 2008
temporarily suspended licenses of four, including Seal’s Motel in the 12000 block, for being filthy and unsafe. 

Dan Pavlovic, 44, is block captain and a founder of
one of the watchdog groups that have sprung up.

CHEAP MOTELS, CHRONIC CRIME ALONG STRIP KEEP POLICE BUSY, NEIGHBORS WARY

Police calls 
to motels

In 2008, police
were called 463
times to motels
owned by Dean
and Jill Inman:

Seattle
Motor Inn*

160
Fremont Inn+

110
Wallingford Inn

82
Italia Motel

80
Isabella Motel

31
* Formerly the 

Black Angus Inn
+ Formerly the

Thunderbird Inn

BY LYNDA V. MAPES
Seattle Times staff reporter

Members of the Snoqualmie tribe
have voted overwhelmingly to rein-
state all nine tribal members ban-
ished after an election dispute in
2007. 

After speaking to the member-
ship to defend themselves, the
nine, including several elders, wait-
ed five hours Saturday outside the
longhouse at the Evergreen State
Fairgrounds in Monroe for a deci-
sion, even sending in pizza to tribal
members deliberating their fate far
into the night. 

Finally, after 10 p.m. — nearly 12
hours after the meeting started —
the banished were invited inside
the longhouse, and back in the tribe
amid cheers, said Carolyn Lube-
nau, one of the reinstated.

“Everybody cried, it was so emo-
tional,” said Lubenau, who, along
with the others, was banished in

Tribe lifts
17-month
ban for 9
members

SNOQUALMIE DISPUTE

Resolution of political rift
ends legal fight, but many
other challenges remain

WEB EXTRA
More on the Snoqualmies
Read past stories about the tribe’s
casino and its troubles at 
seattletimes.com
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BY MARNETTE FEDERIS
Seattle Times staff reporter

Susan Sauls has liver and lung can-
cer. She has lost weight, her hair is
gone and she’s constantly nauseous
from aggressive treatments. But she
goes into her work studio every day to
piece together pendants and earrings
for her business at Pike Place Market. 

“I don’t have a choice; I have to
work,” Sauls said. “If I don’t work, I
don’t have income.”

Without income, she can’t pay for
her medical treatments because she’s
uninsured. As a small-business owner
who makes $22,000 to $28,000 a

year, her income is too high for her to
qualify for any government health
plan but too little for her to afford pri-
vate coverage. 

And the 60-year-old Kent resident
has medical bills adding up to more
than $100,000.

Within her community of Pike Place
Market vendors, there are similar sto-
ries of farmers, craftspeople and other
co-workers struggling to pay for — or
going without — health insurance.
Together, they have formed a support
system, helping one another out
whenever a medical catastrophe or
illness strikes.

“It’s sort of like you’re afraid to tell
anybody bad news because we’re
gonna have a raffle or something,”
Sauls said. “It just happens that fast.”

According to a survey done for the
Market in 2007, 39 percent of people

HEALTH CARE  | The incomes of
some small-business owners are
too high to qualify them for
government plans but too little for
them to afford private coverage. 

J O H N  L O K  /  T H E  S E A T T L E  T I M E S

Susan Sauls, a jewelry maker, is struggling to pay for liver- and lung-
cancer treatments. Other Pike Place Market vendors have tried to help.

Market vendor fights illness without insurance
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Which African country has
the largest proven oil re-
serves?

A. Nigeria is not correct. 

Nigeria for years was Af-
rica’s biggest oil producer,
but recent production and
security-related problems
have slowed output from 2.4
million barrels a day in 2005
to 1.83 million today. At
36.2 billion barrels of proven
oil reserves (as of the end of
2008), its reserves are the
second-largest in Africa. 

B. Sudan is not correct. 

Sudan’s oil resources have
drawn attention in part be-
cause of the engagement of
Chinese oil companies and
because its exports provided
the financial means for a big
boom in the Sudanese
economy when oil prices

were high. Sudan’s reserves
are only 6.7 billion barrels,
according to the BP Statisti-
cal Review of World Energy.
This ranks fifth in Africa. 

C. Libya is correct. 

Libya’s proven oil re-
serves, at 43.7 billion bar-
rels, exceed Nigeria’s by 20
percent. Globally, Libya
ranks eighth. Moreover, Lib-
ya’s reserves, while a little
more than half of Russia’s,
are significantly larger than
those of the United States
(30.5 billion barrels) and
Canada (28.6 billion barrels,
excluding oil sands). 

D. Angola is not correct. 

At 13.5 billion barrels, An-
gola’s oil reserves are Af-
rica’s third-largest, just
ahead of Algeria’s. Angola
recently overtook Nigeria as
the continent’s biggest oil
producer, and Angola in
2008 was China’s second-
largest oil supplier, after
Saudi Arabia. 

 2009 The Globalist. All rights
reserved. www.theglobalist.com
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Africa’s future oil king 

she suddenly found herself unin-
sured.

By that time, she had been diag-
nosed with diabetes.

And when she tried to buy private
health insurance, that pre-existing
condition made her ineligible for
some policies and unable to afford
the high premiums of others.

For years, Sauls received care at a
community clinic and paid her
medical bills out of pocket. Her
health then took a more serious
turn, and she was diagnosed with
cancer this spring. She underwent
radiation treatment and is now re-
ceiving chemotherapy.

“I’m on an emotional roller coast-

working there were uninsured — a
rate about three times higher than
the state’s general population. And
as the national debate on health
care persists, these small-business
owners say they don’t have to look
far to see examples of the current
health-care system’s deficiencies. 

30 years
Sauls began selling jewelry and

other crafts at the Market 30 years
ago. 

She was co-chair of the Daystall
Tenants Association and led efforts
to raise money when a farmer con-
tracted leukemia or a vendor had
breast cancer. 

“She is a tireless advocate, a very
generous-hearted, caring individ-
ual,” said Sharon Shaw, a Market
business owner.

But even as Sauls was fundraising
for others, she was hoping her
health would remain intact. In the
1990s, she had insurance through
the state’s Basic Health plan, with a
policy for which she paid the full
premiums. But when the state
stopped offering that type of plan,

er all the time, optimistic one min-
ute, and 30 minutes later, why even
bother?” she said. “This is just hor-
rific.”

Meanwhile, her medical bills
keep piling up.

“I can tell you that people that
don’t have insurance worry about it
every day,” Sauls said. “It’s like a
dark cloud hanging over your head
and you just pray it doesn’t hit.”

Silent auction
At a silent auction organized by

her Market colleagues, who raised
about $12,000 for Sauls, they dis-
cussed their health-insurance strug-
gles, some saying they pay upward

of $1,500 a month in premiums. 
“The system as it is, isn’t working

for small businesses,” said Leanne
Clarke, who sells ceramics at the
Market. “Insurance companies have
not offered us an affordable way to
get health insurance for ourselves
or for our employees.” 

And there’s always an apprehen-
sion, about being “one major ill-
ness, one accident away from
homelessness” or “complete bank-
ruptcy,” Shaw said. 

Sauls presses on with her battle
against cancer. She tells her story,
she said, to advocate for those who
are uninsured. 

“I think what happens now is that
the uninsured think it’s their fault,”
Sauls said. “They feel guilty, and so
they pretty much go home and just
end up dying.” 

Sauls said she counts herself as
one of the lucky ones because of the
people who support her. 

On Wednesday, she had her
fourth chemotherapy session at Val-
ley Medical Center, where she sat
for hours hooked to an IV drip. She
spent the time writing more than
100 “thank you” cards — many ad-
dressed to her friends at the Market.

Marnette Federis: 206-464-2521 or
mfederis@seattletimes.com

J O H N  L O K  /  T H E  S E A T T L E  T I M E S

Susan Sauls crafts jewelry in her basement workshop in Kent. Sauls,
who is being treated for cancer, is struggling to pay for her treatments.
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MARKET JEWELER
BATTLES ILLNESS

WITHOUT INSURANCE

‘Dark cloud hanging
over your head’

i Information

THE SUSAN SAULS HEALTHCARE FUND:
http://donatesusansauls.blogspot.com/

http://www.facebook.com/group.php/?
gid=102378471862&ref=mf

The Associated Press

PORLAMAR, Venezuela – Lib-
yan leader Moammar Gadhafi
called for a NATO-like defense
alliance for Africa and South
America as leaders from the two
continents agreed to link up to
gain more clout as economic and
political blocs.

Gadhafi and Venezuela’s Hugo
Chávez led about 30 presidents
in calling for stronger “South-
South” ties at a two-day summit
ending Sunday that was the Liby-
an ruler’s first visit to Latin
America.

“We have to form a NATO for
the south,” Gadhafi said Satur-
day. “And that’s not a terrorist ac-
tion. We have a right.”

He denounced the U.N. Securi-
ty Council as an elite club.

“There will no longer be a uni-
polar world,” Chávez said, refer-
ring to U.S. dominance. “In the
21st century, the African Union
and South America will be truly
great powers.”

Seven South American leaders
signed an agreement to create a
regional development bank with
$20 billion in startup capital, and
Chávez offered to help create a
“South-South bank” with African
countries in the future.

GADHAFI WANTS
UNITED AFRICA,
SOUTH AMERICA

BY DONALD G. MCNEIL JR.
The New York Times 

As soon as swine-flu vacci-
nations start next month,
some people getting them
will drop dead of heart at-
tacks or strokes, some chil-
dren will have seizures and
some pregnant women will
miscarry.

But those events will not
necessarily have anything to
do with the vaccine. That
poses a public-relations chal-
lenge for federal officials,
who remember how sensa-
tional reports of deaths and
illnesses derailed the large-
scale flu-vaccine drive of
1976.

This time they are making
plans to respond rapidly to
such events and try to reas-
sure a nervous public — and
headline-hunting journalists
— that the vaccine is not re-
sponsible.

Every year, there are
1.1 million heart attacks in
the United States, 795,000
strokes and 876,000 miscar-
riages, and 200,000 Ameri-
cans have their first seizure.
Inevitably, officials say, some
of these will happen within
hours or days of a flu shot.

Officials are particularly
worried about spontaneous
miscarriages, because they
are urging pregnant women
to be among the first to be
vaccinated. Pregnant women
are usually advised to get flu
shots, because they and their
fetuses are at high risk of flu
complications, but this year
the pressure is greater. 

“There are about 2,400
miscarriages a day in the
U.S.,” said Dr. Jay C. Butler,
chief of the swine-flu-vaccine
task force at the federal Cen-
ters for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC). “You’ll
see things that would have
happened anyway. But the
vaccine doesn’t cause miscar-

riages. It also doesn’t cause
auto accidents, but they hap-
pen.”

In the opening days of the
1976 vaccination campaign,
which eventually vaccinated
45 million Americans, three
elderly Pittsburgh residents
died soon after receiving
their shots at the same clinic.
Although scientists believed
it was just a freakish coinci-
dence, some news reports
suggested the vaccine had
killed them.

Two months later, reports
emerged of vaccine recipi-
ents suffering from Guillain-
Barré syndrome, in which
the body’s immune system
attacks the nerves, leading to
temporary or permanent pa-
ralysis and, in a few cases,
death.

That effectively ended the
campaign, as officials sus-
pended it to investigate. Ex-
perts still disagree over
whether the vaccine caused
Guillain-Barré cases to in-
crease that year, and the
CDC will be on high alert for
reports of it this year.

Guillain-Barré’s cause is
unknown, although different
studies have suggested it
more often affects people
who have had a flu shot, the
flu itself, some bacterial in-
fections — or even people
struck by lightning. 

In any case, after the sus-
pension, there was no reason
to restart because the pre-
dicted swine-flu epidemic
never emerged.

The earlier virus apparent-
ly burned out the previous
winter inside Fort Dix, N.J.,
before any vaccine was even
made, while this pandemic
H1N1 virus already has in-
fected millions and, un-
checked, probably will reach
over 2 billion, according to
the World Health Organiza-
tion.

Flu campaign:
Vaccinating
against rumors



AILING MARKET JEWELER STRUGGLES WITHOUT HEALTH INSUREANCE 
by Marnette Federis  
 
My internship took place at a time when there were heated debates about health care 
reform. My mentor passed along information about an event to raise money for a local 
business woman who is uninsured and battling with cancer. We thought it was a great 
way to talk about small business owners and how they are affected by health insurance 
issues. The story centered around Susan Sauls, who is among the hundreds of business 
owners in Pike Place Market who say they are just one illness, one medical catastrophe 
away from bankruptcy. Reporting on this story entailed going through numerous 
interviews not only with Susan Sauls but also a number of business owners at the 
Market. I not only got to know more about the issues that business owners there face 
when it comes to health insurance but also about the culture of giving in one of Seattle's 
most iconic landmarks. I really enjoyed writing and reporting this story because it was an 
exercise in how to talk about how policy issues/debates truly impact the lives of 
individuals. 
 
This article, which originally ran on September 28, 2009, has been reproduced in its entirety on 
our website with permission from The Seattle Times. 
 




