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The making of “Female hormones put up fight against brain injuries” 
 
By Kavita Pillai 
 
This story, my last at the Atlanta Journal-Constitution and my second to make the front 
page, was a classic case of a reporter and a public relations officer working together to 
put out an important story. After reading about the research on traumatic brain injuries in 
a publication put out by Emory University’s School of Medicine, I began to pursue the 
story, knowing that my editors would show the most interest if I could find a patient 
willing to tell his or her story. By working with Emory and the researchers themselves, I 
was able to find not one, but two such patients. And their stories truly were remarkable. I 
received plenty of feedback after this story ran, including an e-mail from a mother whose 
son had been in a coma for several years. Although I knew the current research couldn’t 
help her son immediately, it was nice to hear from someone who was given even just a 
sliver of hope from my article that didn’t exist before. 
 
This article, which originally ran on August 17, 2007, is reproduced on our website with 
permission from The Atlanta Journal-Constitution. 


