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At an after-hours clinic for the uninsured in north Orlando, they are num-
bers 13 and 14 in a line of 25 people. 

She is a 47-year-old bus attendant who came in for chronic migraines.
He is 20, a student at a local technical school, probably nursing an ulcer. 

Kimberly Anderson and Wes Young are mother and son. And one of the sur-
prises in the health-care-reform debate is that of the estimated 45 million Ameri-
cans without health insurance, more look like Wes than Kimberly. 

Even though Floridians ages 19 through 29 make up only 14 percent of the popu-
lation, they are 25 percent of all uninsured, the largest of all age groups in that
situation, census data show. Of the 2.4 million Floridians in that age group, an
estimated 915,000 are uninsured, according to U.S. census data. 

And a national study released Thursday by the private research group Com-
monwealth Fund pegged the number of uninsured young adults in 2007 at 13.2
million — up from 11 million in 2000. 

That the youngest segment of the adult population is forgoing regular doctor
visits and delaying urgent medical care for lack of insurance worries health ex-
perts, who say if the trend persists it could mean a sicker country in the future.

Medical coverage: Ages 19-29 ‘critically at risk’

JACOB LANGSTON/ORLANDO SENTINEL
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Uninsured
Young adults ages 19-29 are the 
highest proportion of uninsured in 
Florida. Though they made up 14% 
of the population, a quarter of 
them lacked health insurance. 
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YOUNG WORKERS
COME UP SHORT
ON HEALTH CARE

Average monthly health-insurance
premium for an individual

Average monthly health-insurance
premium for a family of 4

Nationally

13.2M

Uninsured, ages 19-29,
in 2007, according to 
the Commonwealth Fund

By Erik Maza | SENTINEL STAFF WRITER

PLEASE SEE UNINSURED, A14

Michele Townsend, 22, said she let an infection linger for 3 weeks because she
lacked insurance and feared she would face bills she couldn’t afford. 

WASHINGTON — Justice Sonia
Sotomayor will bring something
new and different to the Supreme
Court, and far beyond the fact that
she will be its first Latina.

Her background and experienc-
es undoubtedly will affect her
thinking and influence her deci-
sions, but they are likely to do so in
ways hardly mentioned during the
Senate fight over her confirma-
tion.

She will be the only justice
whose first language was not Eng-
lish. She spoke Spanish at home as
a child, and she will join a court
that enforces a federal law that
calls for equal opportunity in
schools for children who do not
speak English.

Sotomayor — confirmed by the
Senate in a historic 68-31 vote
Thursday — has been diabetic
since childhood, a medical condi-
tion classified as a disability under
the federal law that forbids dis-
crimination against persons with
physical or mental impairments.

Disability-rights advocates have
suffered some big defeats in the
court in the past decade, and they
have high hopes for her.

“We’re very excited. We don’t
feel we have had a champion on the 

Felicita Rodriquez (left) and Marytza Sanz celebrate Thurs-
day at Oh! Que Bueno restaurant in Orlando after Sonia
Sotomayor’s confirmation. Reaction from across Florida, A2

STEPHEN M. DOWELL/ORLANDO SENTINEL

Sotomayor’s
court impact?
Look beyond
her ethnicity

Sotomayor

Inside
9 Republicans vote
‘yea’; past justices’
votes. A3

By David G. Savage
TRIBUNE NEWSPAPERS

“She is 
much more 
reflective of
contemporary
American
society.”

Sylvia Lazos, 
law professor, 

University of Nevada
at Las Vegas

PLEASE SEE COURT, A3

TALLAHASSEE — For a reminder that disasters
are big opportunities for profit, there is no place like
Florida.

Back in 2005, when three major hurricanes battered
the state, government turned to
a small Maitland engineering
company to help generate the
tidal wave of paperwork re-
quired to get federal cleanup dollars flowing.

In four years, Solid Resources Inc. has been paid
$27 million to essentially handle the requirements of
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, helping
local governments recoup the costs of everything from

Disaster paperwork
spawns money fight
By Aaron Deslatte | TALLAHASSEE BUREAU

PLEASE SEE FIGHT, A4

Forecasters
expect fewer
hurricanes, B2

At age 17, Amber Holley knew that the odds of being
adopted were grim. After 11 years in Florida’s fos-
ter-care system, living mostly in group homes, she

had started telling people she just wanted to be left alone —
even if she didn’t really mean it.

But three months ago, after being won over by a compas-
sionate caseworker, Amber became one of a record 3,774 fos-
ter kids in the state to be adopted during the past fiscal year.
Many of them were considered difficult to place because of
their age or because they are part of a group of siblings.

“I knew she was getting ready to age out of the foster-care
system, and I know what happens to kids sometimes when
they do,” said the Orlando caseworker, Shameka Williams,
who would wind up adopting Amber. “She’s really a good
kid, and I just didn’t want to see her take this world on by
herself.”

Their story is not just a tribute to the pair’s willingness to
take a chance, officials say; it’s also a tribute to a consider-
able statewide effort to give every foster child a “forever 

Foster-adoption push flourishes 

Caseworker Shameka Williams (left) adopted foster child
Amber Holley, 17, more than a year after meeting her.

ROBERTO GONZALEZ/ORLANDO SENTINEL

PLEASE SEE FOSTER, A14

By Kate Santich | SENTINEL STAFF WRITER
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At an after-hours clinic for the uninsured in north Orlando, they are num-
bers 13 and 14 in a line of 25 people. 

She is a 47-year-old bus attendant who came in for chronic migraines.
He is 20, a student at a local technical school, probably nursing an ulcer. 

Kimberly Anderson and Wes Young are mother and son. And one of the sur-
prises in the health-care-reform debate is that of the estimated 45 million Ameri-
cans without health insurance, more look like Wes than Kimberly. 

Even though Floridians ages 19 through 29 make up only 14 percent of the popu-
lation, they are 25 percent of all uninsured, the largest of all age groups in that
situation, census data show. Of the 2.4 million Floridians in that age group, an
estimated 915,000 are uninsured, according to U.S. census data. 

And a national study released Thursday by the private research group Com-
monwealth Fund pegged the number of uninsured young adults in 2007 at 13.2
million — up from 11 million in 2000. 

That the youngest segment of the adult population is forgoing regular doctor
visits and delaying urgent medical care for lack of insurance worries health ex-
perts, who say if the trend persists it could mean a sicker country in the future.

Medical coverage: Ages 19-29 ‘critically at risk’
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Michele Townsend, 22, said she let an infection linger for 3 weeks because she
lacked insurance and feared she would face bills she couldn’t afford. 

WASHINGTON — Justice Sonia
Sotomayor will bring something
new and different to the Supreme
Court, and far beyond the fact that
she will be its first Latina.

Her background and experienc-
es undoubtedly will affect her
thinking and influence her deci-
sions, but they are likely to do so in
ways hardly mentioned during the
Senate fight over her confirma-
tion.

She will be the only justice
whose first language was not Eng-
lish. She spoke Spanish at home as
a child, and she will join a court
that enforces a federal law that
calls for equal opportunity in
schools for children who do not
speak English.

Sotomayor — confirmed by the
Senate in a historic 68-31 vote
Thursday — has been diabetic
since childhood, a medical condi-
tion classified as a disability under
the federal law that forbids dis-
crimination against persons with
physical or mental impairments.

Disability-rights advocates have
suffered some big defeats in the
court in the past decade, and they
have high hopes for her.

“We’re very excited. We don’t
feel we have had a champion on the 

Felicita Rodriquez (left) and Marytza Sanz celebrate Thurs-
day at Oh! Que Bueno restaurant in Orlando after Sonia
Sotomayor’s confirmation. Reaction from across Florida, A2
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TALLAHASSEE — For a reminder that disasters
are big opportunities for profit, there is no place like
Florida.

Back in 2005, when three major hurricanes battered
the state, government turned to
a small Maitland engineering
company to help generate the
tidal wave of paperwork re-
quired to get federal cleanup dollars flowing.

In four years, Solid Resources Inc. has been paid
$27 million to essentially handle the requirements of
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, helping
local governments recoup the costs of everything from
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At age 17, Amber Holley knew that the odds of being
adopted were grim. After 11 years in Florida’s fos-
ter-care system, living mostly in group homes, she

had started telling people she just wanted to be left alone —
even if she didn’t really mean it.

But three months ago, after being won over by a compas-
sionate caseworker, Amber became one of a record 3,774 fos-
ter kids in the state to be adopted during the past fiscal year.
Many of them were considered difficult to place because of
their age or because they are part of a group of siblings.

“I knew she was getting ready to age out of the foster-care
system, and I know what happens to kids sometimes when
they do,” said the Orlando caseworker, Shameka Williams,
who would wind up adopting Amber. “She’s really a good
kid, and I just didn’t want to see her take this world on by
herself.”

Their story is not just a tribute to the pair’s willingness to
take a chance, officials say; it’s also a tribute to a consider-
able statewide effort to give every foster child a “forever 

Foster-adoption push flourishes 

Caseworker Shameka Williams (left) adopted foster child
Amber Holley, 17, more than a year after meeting her.
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Aerosmith frontman Steven Tyler report-
edly was in good spirits on Thursday, joking
with a doctor who treated him after he fell
from a stage during a concert at the Sturgis
Motorcycle Rally in South Dakota. 

Tyler, 61, fell while entertaining the
crowd by dancing around after the sound
system failed during the song “Love in an
Elevator,” said Mike Sanborn, spokesman
for the Buffalo Chip Campground, which
hosted the outdoor concert.

“He was good-natured about it,” Sanborn
told The Associated Press. “He was in good
spirits when he got in the helicopter. He was
talking and joking with the physician.”

Guitarist Joe Perry announced to the
crowd that Tyler had been taken to the
hospital and that the show would not con-
tinue.

“I hope he’s OK,” one fan who witnessed
the fall told AP. “I could care less about the
concert being canceled.”

CELEBRITIES

JEFF ROBERSON/AP FILE PHOTO

Aerosmith’s Steven Tyler was taken to the hospital after falling during a show Thursday.

No, walk this way

Paula Abdul’s “American Idol” dressing room is barely cold—the Fox
network confirms that Victoria Beckham and Katy “I Kissed a Girl”
Perry will be guest judges (one night only) on Season 9 of “American
Idol”—yet already the gal has options. 

In addition to upcoming negotiations for a spot on “So You Think You
Can Dance,” on Thursday a representative for Lifetime said Abdul was
filming her second episode of the network’s “Drop Dead Diva,” on which
she appears as a judge in a fantasy sequence. Neither of her “Diva” epi-
sodes has aired yet; they’ll air Sept. 13 and Oct. 11.

“Paula is terrific, and we’re happy to have her with us during all of this ‘Idol’ craziness!”
“Diva” writer Thania St. John said in an e-mail.

No idle days for Paula Abdul

Abdul

Celebrity mom Kate Gosselin will be on the “Today” show Monday for her first TV interview since
her split from Jon. ... Hollywood Reporter says Steve Carell, Paul Rudd and British actress Lucy
Punch will star in “Dinner for Schmucks,” a comedy about friends who compete to invite the
most boring, idiotic guests to a dinner party. ... Supermodel Karolina Kurkova joins the mom-to-
be club of fellow Victoria Secret models Adriana Lima, Gisele Bundchen and Heidi Klum.

News services contributed to this report.

The Ticker

“This is an age group that’s very active, has
a sense of immortality; they don’t worry
about getting sick or getting hurt, but they are
at high risk for medical problems. If they
don’t have health insurance to cover those is-
sues, they’re critically at risk,” said Bob Wi-
rag, director of University of Central Florida
Health Services. “This is when health behav-
iors are at a formative stage, and if they ig-
nore good health practices, the consequences
may affect them for the rest of their lives.”

With Congress in recess until September,
the debate during the next month is likely to
focus on who would gain the most from re-
form legislation. This much is clear: Young
adults such as Young stand to benefit signifi-
cantly. 

‘Can live with being sick’
Young started showing signs of an ulcer

about six months ago, and soon after that, his
work as a parking attendant in Downtown
Disney was cut to a couple of days a week. 

His job offers health benefits, but they are
unaffordable at his salary of $7.50 an hour,
and deductibles are high.

“I can live with being sick to a certain ex-
tent, but I can’t live without food or a place to
stay,” he said.

At Florida Hospital’s Community After
Hours Clinic, Dr. Carol Mancero told Young
that punting on urgent health care with home
remedies and a can-do attitude for his stom-
ach problems could have become dangerous
had he not come to the clinic when he did. 

Even this visit — which cost a total of $45
for lab work and drugs — left his checking ac-
count overdrawn by $12. 

“I wish I could say my health wasn’t an
afterthought,” he said. “It’s an affordability is-
sue.” Most young adults are entering the
work force at a time when jobs are harder
than ever to come by. The unemployment
rate in June for people ages 20 to 24 is 16 per-
cent, six points higher than last year, labor
statistics show. Many jobs don’t offer benefits,
and private-insurance premiums continue to
rise. In 2008, the average monthly premium
for an individual health-insurance plan was
$392, and $1,057 for a family of four, according
to an annual survey by the nonprofit Kaiser

Family Foundation and the Health Research
and Educational Trust.

MicheleTownsend, a 22-year-old maid at an
International Drive hotel who describes her-
self as “a pretty healthy person,” ignored a
urinary-tract infection for three weeks be-
cause she had to pay her bills. 

“I had to work. And basically I haven’t been
to the doctor in a long time,” she said. “I was
afraid they were going to diagnose me with a
lot of different problems, and I wouldn’t have
had money to afford it. That’s why I was
putting it off.” 

Ultimately, she paid $89 for a clinic visit and
drugs for the infection. She’s now trying to get
a second job so she can afford the hotel’s in-
surance plan at her salary of $8 an hour. 

Young subsidize old?
The crush of uninsured young adults could

have major implications for health-care re-
form, said Paul Duncan, a professor at the
University of Florida, and one of the authors
of a 2004 survey that analyzed health insur-
ance in the state. 

One of the principles of insurance is that
people who don’t use services regularly —
such as the young, who use them mostly for
urgent care — keep premiums constant, and
in effect subsidize lower costs for older and
chronic users of those services. 

Under the reform bills in Congress, Medi-
caid would be expanded to include childless
adults who have incomes less than133 percent
of the federal poverty level — or about $14,400
a year; children could remain dependents un-
til age 26; premiums would be capped; and in-
surers wouldn’t be able to exclude people or
charge more if they have pre-existing condi-
tions such as asthma or diabetes. 

Nearly 2 million Floridians would gain cov-
erage under the House’s proposed Health
Choices Act by 2013, according to Families
USA, a consumer-advocate group. 

“The idea that we can get away with not
covering this age group doesn’t make sense in
the long run,” said Sara Collins, one of the au-
thors of the Commonwealth Fund study that
first looked at the young uninsured. “There’s
a need to have regular access to health care to
develop healthy behaviors that’ll last over
your lifetime. It’s a strategy for maintaining
long-term population health.” 
Erik Maza can be reached at 407-540-3531 or
emaza@orlandosentinel.com.
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� Community After
Hours Clinic, Florida Hos-
pital’s walk-in clinic for the
uninsured, sees patients
Tuesdays and Thursdays at
5 p.m. Only 25 patients a
day; 2604 N. Orange Ave.,
Orlando; 407-303-7298.
� Primary Care Access
Network (PCAN), a re-
ferral service, is a collabora-
tion among Orange County
government, community
agencies and hospitals;

well. 2400 State Road 415,
Sanford; 407-322-8645.
� Northeast Florida
Health Services is a low-
cost clinic for Volusia resi-
dents, with locations in
Pierson, DeLand and Delto-
na. 114 N. Volusia Ave., Pier-
son; 386-749-9449.
� Osceola County Health
Department offers afford-
able primary-care services
on a sliding scale. With
another location in Poinci-
ana. 1875 Boggy Creek
Road, Kissimmee; 407-343-
2000.

407-836-7226 or
pcanorangecounty.com
� Orange Blossom Family
Health Center provides
medical, dental and mental-
health services on a sliding
scale for the uninsured. Its
mobile medical unit serves
Orange, Osceola and Semi-
nole counties. 232 N. Or-
ange Blossom Trail, Orlando;
407-428-5751.
� Central Florida Family
Health Center, a Seminole
County clinic, offers medical
services on a sliding scale.
With locations in Orange as

Low-cost or free care for uninsured

home.”
“Those stories change the

notion of who is supposedly
unadoptable,” said Glen Ca-
sel, president and CEO of
Community Based Care of
Seminole, a nonprofit that
contracts with the state to
handle child-welfare cases. “I
think there was a time when
people kept foster children at
arm’s length and said,
‘They’re the state’s problem.’
And now there’s more of an
awareness that these children
belong to all of us.”

At least, child-welfare offi-
cials hope so. Although the
statewide adoption number
rose by only 100 last year, it
nonetheless set a new high,
and the previous year saw an
increase of nearly 600 chil-
dren adopted. With nearly
20,000 kids still in the state’s
custody — many of them not
available for adoption — each
child who finds a permanent
home is considered a tri-
umph.

What’s at stake
A long list of studies has

shown that foster children —
removed from their birth
homes because their parents
abuse, abandon or neglect
them — suffer a variety of set-
backs in school, emotional
well-being and success in lat-
er life. The research has
spurred child-welfare advo-
cates to push for family reuni-
fication or, barring that,
higher adoption rates.
They’ve also sought to por-
tray foster children as more
than statistics. 

Cities across the state, for
instance, have established on-
line and mobile “heart gal-
lery” exhibitions with com-
pelling portraits of the kids
available for adoption and a
summary of their attributes.
Last year, the state also rolled

out a new “Explore Adoption”
campaign urging families to
consider creating or expand-
ing their families by adopting
a child who is older, disabled
or part of a sibling group.

Gov. Charlie Crist called the
initiative one of his top priori-
ties.

Picking up costs
As part of the initiative, the

state has promoted an Adopt
Florida.org Web site and em-
phasized the financial sup-
port available for state adop-
tions. There are no adoption
fees, and court costs and attor-
ney’s fees are often reim-
bursed.

Further, children adopted
from the state system receive
free health care through
Medicaid and free tuition to
one of Florida’s state universi-
ties. Families also may re-
ceive a monthly stipend and
yearly tax credit.

“If people want to adopt pri-
vately or internationally, they
may not be able to because it
costs so much,” said Kim
Baer, 41, whose adoption of
two foster girls was final in
early June. 

Baer has served on the
board of directors for Family
Services of Metro Orlando,
the nonprofit agency that han-
dles child welfare for Orange
and Osceola counties, since
she and her husband became
foster parents 21⁄2 years ago. 

“I tell people, if they’re at all
on the fence about adopting,
come spend the day with us
and see how happy my chil-
dren are, how happy my hus-
band and I are, to have this ex-
perience,” she said.

Baer adopted a 3-year-old
and an 8-month-old. There is
no question that creating a
new family is tougher with
older kids and teens — and
particularly those who have
been abused, abandoned or
bounced through the system.

Setbacks’ scars
Amber, for instance, had

four younger brothers also in
foster care. At one point sev-
eral years ago, an adoptive
family was considering tak-
ing in Amber and three of her
brothers, but the placement
fell apart at the last minute.

“I know that was a big
blow,” Williams said.

Williams was appointed
Amber’s new caseworker in
January of last year, and a
bond formed. Several months
later, Williams, already a sin-
gle mother of two, asked Am-
ber whether she might like to
come live with her family.

“I felt awkward,” Amber
said. “I thought that if I did
anything bad, she might send
me back.”

Instead, Williams pro-
ceeded with patience and
understanding.

“We’ve had our good days
and our bad days,” she said.
“But I think after the adoption
ceremony, that’s when I really
saw Amber breathe for the
first time. It was like, ‘OK, it’s
good — I’m here to stay.’ ”
Kate Santich can be reached at
ksantich@orlandosentinel.com
or 407-420-5503.
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Adoptions 
of foster children
(fiscal year ended June 30)

Florida: 

3,774 
children*
Orange and Osceola:

202*
Seminole: 

56*
Brevard:

71 

* Record numbers. 
Statistics for Lake and Volusia
counties unavailable.

SOURCES: Department of Children
and Families, Family Services of
Metro Orlando, CBC of Seminole,
Brevard Family Partnership

The “cash for clunkers” program will
continue rolling after the Senate late Thurs-
day approved $2 billion in additional funding,
ending a weeklong scramble to keep the
popular auto rebate initiative from running
out of money.

The Senate’s 60-37 vote triples the pro-
gram’s $1 billion budget a week after the
Obama administration said the program
would shut down without more cash. 

Senators acted under pressure from Presi-
dent Barack Obama before they left for their
August recess to continue the rebates of $3,500
and $4,500 for consumers who trade in gas
guzzlers for more fuel-efficient vehicles. The
administration has said the additional money
should last at least until Labor Day.

Supporters of the program beat back
attempts to make changes that would have, in
effect, suspended it for a month if not killed it
altogether. “The reality is this is a program
that has been working,” said Sen. Debbie
Stabenow, D-Mich., who called cash for clunk-
ers “the most effective stimulus we have
passed this year.”

As of Thursday, auto dealers had made
about 220,000 clunker deals, totaling $923
million in reimbursements, according to the
National Automobile Dealers Association.
But only 1,600 payments had been made, the
group said. 

Opponents of the program criticized the
program as poorly run because so many
dealers have had trouble getting reimbursed
through the government’s overloaded online
system. “We should call it what it really is,
another billion-dollar auto bailout,” said Sen.
Richard Shelby, R-Ala. 

Sen. Judd Gregg, R-N.H., echoed concerns
from several other Republicans that the
country could not afford the program in the
face of an estimated $1.8 trillion budget deficit
this year. Some opponents also criticized cash
for clunkers because it helps the auto indus-
try and not others.

With an additional $2 billion available, the
question is whether there are enough buyers
to take advantage of it.

“I’m not sure there are that many people
who will qualify for cash for clunkers, or even
want to qualify,” said Aaron Bragman, an
auto industry analyst with consulting firm
IHS Global Insight. “We’re already seeing the
pace of sales begin to slow.”

Analysts have been debating how much the
program is helping the industry. Many of the
cars likely would have sold even without the

clunker incentives. And without a broader
rebound in the U.S. economy, auto sales may
slump to their formerly dismal levels when
the program ends.

“What we are doing is stimulating future
sales to be bought at this time,” said Sen. Tom
Coburn, R-Okla.

Whatever the lasting effect, the heavy
demand is leading to scattered shortages of
some of the more hot-selling vehicles. Chrys-
ler Group and General Motors Co., which shut
down many of their factories for several
weeks this summer to save money and reduce
inventories, have been particularly affected.

Chrysler said it is running low of Dodge
Calibers, Jeep Patriots and Compasses, and
Dodge and Chrysler minivans. GM also is
seeing reduced inventories of its Chevrolet
Aveo and Cobalt small cars and the Chevy
HHR crossover. Its Chevy Silverado and GMC
Sierra pickups are also in short supply.

Senate refills ‘clunkers’ 
program with $2 billion
By Jim Puzzanghera 
and Martin Zimmerman
TRIBUNE NEWSPAPERS

A flattened car heads to a shredder in Med-
ford, N.Y. IHS Global Insight plans to increase
its 2009 prediction for total U.S. auto sales to
more than 10 million because of the clunkers
program, but will cut its 2010 prediction by
about 200,000 vehicles to reflect sales that
have been “pulled forward” by the promotion.

MARK LENNIHAN/AP PHOTO

Here are the top 10
most popular vehi-
cles purchased and
traded under the
government’s “cash-
for-clunkers” pro-
gram as of Wednes-
day:

Top 10 new 
vehicles purchased
1. Toyota Corolla
2. Ford Focus FWD
3. Honda Civic
4. Toyota Prius
5. Toyota Camry
6. Hyundai Elantra
7. Ford Escape FWD
8. Dodge Caliber
9. Honda Fit
10. Chevrolet Cobalt

Top 10 
trade-in vehicles
1. Ford Explorer 4WD
2. Ford F150 Pickup 2WD
3. Jeep Grand Cherokee 4WD
4. Jeep Cherokee 4WD
5. Dodge Caravan/Grand Caravan 2WD
6. Ford Explorer 2WD
7. Chevrolet Blazer 4WD
8. Ford F150 Pickup 4WD
9. Chevrolet C1500 Pickup 2WD
10. Ford Windstar FWD Van

SUV is top
‘clunker’
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Aerosmith frontman Steven Tyler report-
edly was in good spirits on Thursday, joking
with a doctor who treated him after he fell
from a stage during a concert at the Sturgis
Motorcycle Rally in South Dakota. 

Tyler, 61, fell while entertaining the
crowd by dancing around after the sound
system failed during the song “Love in an
Elevator,” said Mike Sanborn, spokesman
for the Buffalo Chip Campground, which
hosted the outdoor concert.

“He was good-natured about it,” Sanborn
told The Associated Press. “He was in good
spirits when he got in the helicopter. He was
talking and joking with the physician.”

Guitarist Joe Perry announced to the
crowd that Tyler had been taken to the
hospital and that the show would not con-
tinue.

“I hope he’s OK,” one fan who witnessed
the fall told AP. “I could care less about the
concert being canceled.”

CELEBRITIES

JEFF ROBERSON/AP FILE PHOTO

Aerosmith’s Steven Tyler was taken to the hospital after falling during a show Thursday.

No, walk this way

Paula Abdul’s “American Idol” dressing room is barely cold—the Fox
network confirms that Victoria Beckham and Katy “I Kissed a Girl”
Perry will be guest judges (one night only) on Season 9 of “American
Idol”—yet already the gal has options. 

In addition to upcoming negotiations for a spot on “So You Think You
Can Dance,” on Thursday a representative for Lifetime said Abdul was
filming her second episode of the network’s “Drop Dead Diva,” on which
she appears as a judge in a fantasy sequence. Neither of her “Diva” epi-
sodes has aired yet; they’ll air Sept. 13 and Oct. 11.

“Paula is terrific, and we’re happy to have her with us during all of this ‘Idol’ craziness!”
“Diva” writer Thania St. John said in an e-mail.

No idle days for Paula Abdul

Abdul

Celebrity mom Kate Gosselin will be on the “Today” show Monday for her first TV interview since
her split from Jon. ... Hollywood Reporter says Steve Carell, Paul Rudd and British actress Lucy
Punch will star in “Dinner for Schmucks,” a comedy about friends who compete to invite the
most boring, idiotic guests to a dinner party. ... Supermodel Karolina Kurkova joins the mom-to-
be club of fellow Victoria Secret models Adriana Lima, Gisele Bundchen and Heidi Klum.

News services contributed to this report.

The Ticker

“This is an age group that’s very active, has
a sense of immortality; they don’t worry
about getting sick or getting hurt, but they are
at high risk for medical problems. If they
don’t have health insurance to cover those is-
sues, they’re critically at risk,” said Bob Wi-
rag, director of University of Central Florida
Health Services. “This is when health behav-
iors are at a formative stage, and if they ig-
nore good health practices, the consequences
may affect them for the rest of their lives.”

With Congress in recess until September,
the debate during the next month is likely to
focus on who would gain the most from re-
form legislation. This much is clear: Young
adults such as Young stand to benefit signifi-
cantly. 

‘Can live with being sick’
Young started showing signs of an ulcer

about six months ago, and soon after that, his
work as a parking attendant in Downtown
Disney was cut to a couple of days a week. 

His job offers health benefits, but they are
unaffordable at his salary of $7.50 an hour,
and deductibles are high.

“I can live with being sick to a certain ex-
tent, but I can’t live without food or a place to
stay,” he said.

At Florida Hospital’s Community After
Hours Clinic, Dr. Carol Mancero told Young
that punting on urgent health care with home
remedies and a can-do attitude for his stom-
ach problems could have become dangerous
had he not come to the clinic when he did. 

Even this visit — which cost a total of $45
for lab work and drugs — left his checking ac-
count overdrawn by $12. 

“I wish I could say my health wasn’t an
afterthought,” he said. “It’s an affordability is-
sue.” Most young adults are entering the
work force at a time when jobs are harder
than ever to come by. The unemployment
rate in June for people ages 20 to 24 is 16 per-
cent, six points higher than last year, labor
statistics show. Many jobs don’t offer benefits,
and private-insurance premiums continue to
rise. In 2008, the average monthly premium
for an individual health-insurance plan was
$392, and $1,057 for a family of four, according
to an annual survey by the nonprofit Kaiser

Family Foundation and the Health Research
and Educational Trust.

MicheleTownsend, a 22-year-old maid at an
International Drive hotel who describes her-
self as “a pretty healthy person,” ignored a
urinary-tract infection for three weeks be-
cause she had to pay her bills. 

“I had to work. And basically I haven’t been
to the doctor in a long time,” she said. “I was
afraid they were going to diagnose me with a
lot of different problems, and I wouldn’t have
had money to afford it. That’s why I was
putting it off.” 

Ultimately, she paid $89 for a clinic visit and
drugs for the infection. She’s now trying to get
a second job so she can afford the hotel’s in-
surance plan at her salary of $8 an hour. 

Young subsidize old?
The crush of uninsured young adults could

have major implications for health-care re-
form, said Paul Duncan, a professor at the
University of Florida, and one of the authors
of a 2004 survey that analyzed health insur-
ance in the state. 

One of the principles of insurance is that
people who don’t use services regularly —
such as the young, who use them mostly for
urgent care — keep premiums constant, and
in effect subsidize lower costs for older and
chronic users of those services. 

Under the reform bills in Congress, Medi-
caid would be expanded to include childless
adults who have incomes less than133 percent
of the federal poverty level — or about $14,400
a year; children could remain dependents un-
til age 26; premiums would be capped; and in-
surers wouldn’t be able to exclude people or
charge more if they have pre-existing condi-
tions such as asthma or diabetes. 

Nearly 2 million Floridians would gain cov-
erage under the House’s proposed Health
Choices Act by 2013, according to Families
USA, a consumer-advocate group. 

“The idea that we can get away with not
covering this age group doesn’t make sense in
the long run,” said Sara Collins, one of the au-
thors of the Commonwealth Fund study that
first looked at the young uninsured. “There’s
a need to have regular access to health care to
develop healthy behaviors that’ll last over
your lifetime. It’s a strategy for maintaining
long-term population health.” 
Erik Maza can be reached at 407-540-3531 or
emaza@orlandosentinel.com.

UNINSURED
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See a fuller list online at 
OrlandoSentinel.com/health

� Community After
Hours Clinic, Florida Hos-
pital’s walk-in clinic for the
uninsured, sees patients
Tuesdays and Thursdays at
5 p.m. Only 25 patients a
day; 2604 N. Orange Ave.,
Orlando; 407-303-7298.
� Primary Care Access
Network (PCAN), a re-
ferral service, is a collabora-
tion among Orange County
government, community
agencies and hospitals;

well. 2400 State Road 415,
Sanford; 407-322-8645.
� Northeast Florida
Health Services is a low-
cost clinic for Volusia resi-
dents, with locations in
Pierson, DeLand and Delto-
na. 114 N. Volusia Ave., Pier-
son; 386-749-9449.
� Osceola County Health
Department offers afford-
able primary-care services
on a sliding scale. With
another location in Poinci-
ana. 1875 Boggy Creek
Road, Kissimmee; 407-343-
2000.

407-836-7226 or
pcanorangecounty.com
� Orange Blossom Family
Health Center provides
medical, dental and mental-
health services on a sliding
scale for the uninsured. Its
mobile medical unit serves
Orange, Osceola and Semi-
nole counties. 232 N. Or-
ange Blossom Trail, Orlando;
407-428-5751.
� Central Florida Family
Health Center, a Seminole
County clinic, offers medical
services on a sliding scale.
With locations in Orange as

Low-cost or free care for uninsured

home.”
“Those stories change the

notion of who is supposedly
unadoptable,” said Glen Ca-
sel, president and CEO of
Community Based Care of
Seminole, a nonprofit that
contracts with the state to
handle child-welfare cases. “I
think there was a time when
people kept foster children at
arm’s length and said,
‘They’re the state’s problem.’
And now there’s more of an
awareness that these children
belong to all of us.”

At least, child-welfare offi-
cials hope so. Although the
statewide adoption number
rose by only 100 last year, it
nonetheless set a new high,
and the previous year saw an
increase of nearly 600 chil-
dren adopted. With nearly
20,000 kids still in the state’s
custody — many of them not
available for adoption — each
child who finds a permanent
home is considered a tri-
umph.

What’s at stake
A long list of studies has

shown that foster children —
removed from their birth
homes because their parents
abuse, abandon or neglect
them — suffer a variety of set-
backs in school, emotional
well-being and success in lat-
er life. The research has
spurred child-welfare advo-
cates to push for family reuni-
fication or, barring that,
higher adoption rates.
They’ve also sought to por-
tray foster children as more
than statistics. 

Cities across the state, for
instance, have established on-
line and mobile “heart gal-
lery” exhibitions with com-
pelling portraits of the kids
available for adoption and a
summary of their attributes.
Last year, the state also rolled

out a new “Explore Adoption”
campaign urging families to
consider creating or expand-
ing their families by adopting
a child who is older, disabled
or part of a sibling group.

Gov. Charlie Crist called the
initiative one of his top priori-
ties.

Picking up costs
As part of the initiative, the

state has promoted an Adopt
Florida.org Web site and em-
phasized the financial sup-
port available for state adop-
tions. There are no adoption
fees, and court costs and attor-
ney’s fees are often reim-
bursed.

Further, children adopted
from the state system receive
free health care through
Medicaid and free tuition to
one of Florida’s state universi-
ties. Families also may re-
ceive a monthly stipend and
yearly tax credit.

“If people want to adopt pri-
vately or internationally, they
may not be able to because it
costs so much,” said Kim
Baer, 41, whose adoption of
two foster girls was final in
early June. 

Baer has served on the
board of directors for Family
Services of Metro Orlando,
the nonprofit agency that han-
dles child welfare for Orange
and Osceola counties, since
she and her husband became
foster parents 21⁄2 years ago. 

“I tell people, if they’re at all
on the fence about adopting,
come spend the day with us
and see how happy my chil-
dren are, how happy my hus-
band and I are, to have this ex-
perience,” she said.

Baer adopted a 3-year-old
and an 8-month-old. There is
no question that creating a
new family is tougher with
older kids and teens — and
particularly those who have
been abused, abandoned or
bounced through the system.

Setbacks’ scars
Amber, for instance, had

four younger brothers also in
foster care. At one point sev-
eral years ago, an adoptive
family was considering tak-
ing in Amber and three of her
brothers, but the placement
fell apart at the last minute.

“I know that was a big
blow,” Williams said.

Williams was appointed
Amber’s new caseworker in
January of last year, and a
bond formed. Several months
later, Williams, already a sin-
gle mother of two, asked Am-
ber whether she might like to
come live with her family.

“I felt awkward,” Amber
said. “I thought that if I did
anything bad, she might send
me back.”

Instead, Williams pro-
ceeded with patience and
understanding.

“We’ve had our good days
and our bad days,” she said.
“But I think after the adoption
ceremony, that’s when I really
saw Amber breathe for the
first time. It was like, ‘OK, it’s
good — I’m here to stay.’ ”
Kate Santich can be reached at
ksantich@orlandosentinel.com
or 407-420-5503.
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Adoptions 
of foster children
(fiscal year ended June 30)

Florida: 

3,774 
children*
Orange and Osceola:

202*
Seminole: 

56*
Brevard:

71 

* Record numbers. 
Statistics for Lake and Volusia
counties unavailable.

SOURCES: Department of Children
and Families, Family Services of
Metro Orlando, CBC of Seminole,
Brevard Family Partnership

The “cash for clunkers” program will
continue rolling after the Senate late Thurs-
day approved $2 billion in additional funding,
ending a weeklong scramble to keep the
popular auto rebate initiative from running
out of money.

The Senate’s 60-37 vote triples the pro-
gram’s $1 billion budget a week after the
Obama administration said the program
would shut down without more cash. 

Senators acted under pressure from Presi-
dent Barack Obama before they left for their
August recess to continue the rebates of $3,500
and $4,500 for consumers who trade in gas
guzzlers for more fuel-efficient vehicles. The
administration has said the additional money
should last at least until Labor Day.

Supporters of the program beat back
attempts to make changes that would have, in
effect, suspended it for a month if not killed it
altogether. “The reality is this is a program
that has been working,” said Sen. Debbie
Stabenow, D-Mich., who called cash for clunk-
ers “the most effective stimulus we have
passed this year.”

As of Thursday, auto dealers had made
about 220,000 clunker deals, totaling $923
million in reimbursements, according to the
National Automobile Dealers Association.
But only 1,600 payments had been made, the
group said. 

Opponents of the program criticized the
program as poorly run because so many
dealers have had trouble getting reimbursed
through the government’s overloaded online
system. “We should call it what it really is,
another billion-dollar auto bailout,” said Sen.
Richard Shelby, R-Ala. 

Sen. Judd Gregg, R-N.H., echoed concerns
from several other Republicans that the
country could not afford the program in the
face of an estimated $1.8 trillion budget deficit
this year. Some opponents also criticized cash
for clunkers because it helps the auto indus-
try and not others.

With an additional $2 billion available, the
question is whether there are enough buyers
to take advantage of it.

“I’m not sure there are that many people
who will qualify for cash for clunkers, or even
want to qualify,” said Aaron Bragman, an
auto industry analyst with consulting firm
IHS Global Insight. “We’re already seeing the
pace of sales begin to slow.”

Analysts have been debating how much the
program is helping the industry. Many of the
cars likely would have sold even without the

clunker incentives. And without a broader
rebound in the U.S. economy, auto sales may
slump to their formerly dismal levels when
the program ends.

“What we are doing is stimulating future
sales to be bought at this time,” said Sen. Tom
Coburn, R-Okla.

Whatever the lasting effect, the heavy
demand is leading to scattered shortages of
some of the more hot-selling vehicles. Chrys-
ler Group and General Motors Co., which shut
down many of their factories for several
weeks this summer to save money and reduce
inventories, have been particularly affected.

Chrysler said it is running low of Dodge
Calibers, Jeep Patriots and Compasses, and
Dodge and Chrysler minivans. GM also is
seeing reduced inventories of its Chevrolet
Aveo and Cobalt small cars and the Chevy
HHR crossover. Its Chevy Silverado and GMC
Sierra pickups are also in short supply.

Senate refills ‘clunkers’ 
program with $2 billion
By Jim Puzzanghera 
and Martin Zimmerman
TRIBUNE NEWSPAPERS

A flattened car heads to a shredder in Med-
ford, N.Y. IHS Global Insight plans to increase
its 2009 prediction for total U.S. auto sales to
more than 10 million because of the clunkers
program, but will cut its 2010 prediction by
about 200,000 vehicles to reflect sales that
have been “pulled forward” by the promotion.
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Here are the top 10
most popular vehi-
cles purchased and
traded under the
government’s “cash-
for-clunkers” pro-
gram as of Wednes-
day:

Top 10 new 
vehicles purchased
1. Toyota Corolla
2. Ford Focus FWD
3. Honda Civic
4. Toyota Prius
5. Toyota Camry
6. Hyundai Elantra
7. Ford Escape FWD
8. Dodge Caliber
9. Honda Fit
10. Chevrolet Cobalt

Top 10 
trade-in vehicles
1. Ford Explorer 4WD
2. Ford F150 Pickup 2WD
3. Jeep Grand Cherokee 4WD
4. Jeep Cherokee 4WD
5. Dodge Caravan/Grand Caravan 2WD
6. Ford Explorer 2WD
7. Chevrolet Blazer 4WD
8. Ford F150 Pickup 4WD
9. Chevrolet C1500 Pickup 2WD
10. Ford Windstar FWD Van

SUV is top
‘clunker’
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YOUNG WORKERS COME UP SHORT ON HEALTH CARE by Erik Maza 
 
“Young Workers” was one of the last stories I reported at the Sentinel this summer, and 
my second A1. I wrote it because in all the hubbub over health reform this summer, the 
phrase “young invincibles” acquired a newfound currency among pundits and pols. 
Ostensibly, young Americans are healthy and active, and don’t really need health 
insurance. But while I’m sure there are a bunch of 22-year-olds who say they don’t need 
health insurance, the underlying reality is that there are many more who do in fact need it. 
Their health needs arrive quietly and unexpectedly, like car bombs. Young adults have 
the highest rate of emergency department visits of all age groups, according to the 
National Center for Health Statistics. After being phased out of my parents’ health 
insurance this Spring, I was one of them. I ended up paying $200 for a strep infection 
exam at some clinic in Orlando. If I’d been unemployed, I probably couldn’t have 
afforded it. For the story, I interviewed many more young Floridians who were in the 
same boat - doing internships, part-time and other entry-level jobs that in this economy 
no longer offer health benefits. I worked with the Census Bureau to customize data sets 
specific to the 19-29 age group, both for Florida and the United States; and also compiled 
all the other numerical data that appears in print. In my work, my eye often veers to 
counterintuitive stories. That I also had a personal stake in this one, made it all the more 
memorable. 
 
This article, which originally ran on August 7, 2009, has been reproduced in its entirety on our 
website with permission from The Orlando Sentinel. 
 


