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Xeroderma pigmentosum
(XP) is a genetic condition
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What happens: People with
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damage from the sun and
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radiation, and have a very
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Who gets it: Typically, one
of every million people has
XP, the rare result of both
parents carrying the
recessive gene.
Source: National Cancer Institute
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Sacramento Bee file/Anne Chadwick Williams
Aimee, in 2004 at age 2, dons protective gear as her mom,
Michele Milota, escorts her toward the family home.

By David Richie and Stan Oklobdzija
BEE STAFF WRITERS

A married couple will be arraigned today in South Lake
Tahoe in an assault that at least one Northern California
advocacy group is comparing to the killing in Sacramento
of Satender Singh.

Joseph Frank Silva and Georgia Ruth Silva face charges
inan attack that severely injured a man ofEast Indianheri-
tage July 14 at El Dorado Beach. The case comes in the
wake of a July 1 attack at Lake Natoma that resulted in the
death of Singh, who also was of East Indian heritage.

“I don't remember any case like this, and I have been in
this office for over 20 years,” said Peter O’Hara, the El Do-
rado County deputy district attorney handling the case.
“We are taking it very seriously up here.”

The victim in the South Lake Tahoe case is described by
� ASSAULT, Page B4

By Laurel Rosenhall
BEE STAFF WRITER

About59,000 teachersacross the coun-
try – including 355 in the Sacramento re-
gion – are considered “highly qualified”
by the government even though they
don’t yet have a teaching credential, ac-
cording to a lawsuit filed Tuesday in U.S.
District Court in San Francisco.

The suit alleges that a loophole in the
No Child Left Behind law allows the gov-

ernment to misrepresent how prepared
teachers are for their jobs, perpetuating
a pattern of clustering inexperienced
teachers in the neediest schools.

No Child Left Behind, a sweeping fed-
eral law intended to close the achieve-
ment gap and improve poor children’s
math and English skills, requires that all
public school students have “highly
qualified” teachers in core academic sub-
jects. It also requires that states make an
effort to spread teachers equitably
among schools so that disadvantaged
children are not more likely than others
to be taught by underprepared teachers.

The federal Department of Education
allows teachers to be labeled “highly

� INTERNS, Page B3

‘Highly qualified’ label
for teacher trainees hit

By Ryan Lillis
and Marcos Bretón

BEE STAFF WRITER

He told local police that his name is Car-
los Martínez Morales, born Aug. 25, 1977.

In a federal indictment, he is listed as
José Eduardo Moran-Marques, born Aug.
12, 1976.

Either way, the Salvadoran son of a
clothing salesman says he had nothing to
do with the massive March fire that de-
stroyed a railroad trestle in Sacramento.

The man who was indicted last week on

charges of lying about his name and where
he was at the time of the March 15 blaze
that gutted a Union Pacific Railroad trestle
along the American River Parkway told
The Bee in a jailhouse interview Tuesday
he is afraid he is being jailed “for no rea-
son.”He sayshis name is JoséEduardo Mo-
ran-Marques, that he was born in Chala-
tenango, El Salvador, on Aug. 25, 1977,
and that he has been deported from the
United States three times.

Moran-Marques, who said he lived in
the parkway, also said he had never been

arrested in Sacramento before May. The
Bee reportedTuesday that hehad been, cit-
ing court and jail records. Sheriff’s offi-
cials confirmed those arrests as late as
Tuesday afternoon but later backtracked.

Sacramento Sheriff’s Sgt. Tim Curran
said that when Moran-Marques was
booked into Sacramento County jail on
May 14 he gave his name as Carlos Mar-
tínez Morales. Based on that information,
authorities believed he was the same man
with the same name and birth date who

� TRESTLE, Page B4

ONLINE TODAY
Health forum
A dozen key players discuss
the future of health care in

California. Go to www.sacbee.com/blogs

He could be a poster child for
the anti-immigration crowd.

By his count, he’s been
deported three times in 10 years for
traveling illegally to the United States
from El Salvador. Each time the INS
shipped him home, back he came,
landing eventually in Sacramento.

He was homeless, sleeping along
the American River. Now he resides
at the Sacramento Main Jail, where
he’s lived for three months.

He admits to giving a false name to
authorities. But setting the monstrous
trestle fire that destroyed one of
Union Pacific’s main freight lines on
March 15?

No way. José Eduardo Moran-
Marques denies any involvement,
though he says he’s been questioned
three times by federal investigators
regarding a blaze that caused $30
million in damage and was seen 50
miles away.

“They told me that three people
said I told them I did it,” Moran-
Marques said in a jailhouse interview
Tuesday. “I said bring those people
here and let’s see if it’s true.

“I never told anyone anything like
this. ...Where is the law?”

Moran-Marques has been locked
up since May 14 on a variety of
charges, each seemingly designed to
keep the young fella from fleeing the
country while the trestle investiga-
tion grinds forward.

This even though Moran-Marques
hasn’t been publicly named as a
“person of interest” in the investiga-
tion. First he got popped for vagran-
cy. Then for illegally re-entering the
country after being deported. Then,
when a judge ruled he was eligible for
deportation Thursday, a federal
grand jury indicted him for making
false statements to authorities.

Maybe next he’ll get indicted for
being short.

Either way, Moran-Marques will
celebrate his 30th birthday in jail on
Saturday. This is just a guess, but the
lad would probably welcome blow-
ing out the candles on a one-way
deportation to his homeland.

And pronto!
“Why don’t they deport me to El

Salvador?” he asked. “I ask my God:
‘What am I still doing here? ’ ”

It seems Moran-Marques is still
here because he’s undocumented.
And because a major fire investiga-
tion is 5 months old and still un-
solved. And because a key freight
corridor for goods shipped in and out
of Northern California went up in
flames and authorities say it’s possi-
ble that one person could have done
it.

Great. First we dread WMDs and
now campfires?

Judging by the postings on
sacbee.com Tuesday, there are also
those who would use the vagaries of
Moran-Marques’ case to crack on
immigrants in general.

One Bee posting started this way:
“A Mexican, an Iraqi and a redneck
girl are in the same bar ...”

Moran-Marques is Salvadoran, not
Mexican. But that hardly matters to
some of you geniuses, huh?

Our public discourse on immigra-
tion is beyond vile, black-and-white
to the nattering nabobs of negativ-
ism. Moran-Marques is not a symbol
of immigration. He’s one guy with a
rap sheet. But not all immigrants
have rap sheets.

Let’s let the feds make their case
before we go any further.

A source informed The Bee that
other homeless people told investiga-
tors Moran-Marques bragged about
setting the fire to get back at park
rangers who had rousted him.

Honestly, those details scream:
Don’t rush to judgment.

Moran-Marques is innocent until
proved guilty. He’s one man under
the gun, alone in his case.

Leave other immigrants out of it.
■ ■ ■

Reach Marcos Bretón at (916) 321-1096
or mbreton@sacbee.com. Listen to him
at 8:40 a.m. Tuesdays on NewsTalk
1530 KFBK. Back columns,
www.sacbee.com/breton.

With these
details, don’t
rush to judge

MARCOS
BRETON

`

SACRAMENTO
Accountability officer quits
Don Casimere was regarded as a fair leader who
could work well with residents and police officers.
The city promises quick action to replace him. | B3

By Danielle McNamara
BEE STAFF WRITER

When she starts kindergarten next month at St.
Francis of Assisi Elementary in Sacramento,
Aimee Milota will be able to go to the cafete-

ria, the bathroom or gym class, just like any other
school kid.

That’s because many windows at her new school
have been outfitted with a protective ultraviolet-
blocking film that shields her susceptible skin from the
sun’s harmful rays.

The 5-year-old suffers from xeroderma pigmento-
sum, a rare genetic condition that limits the skin’s
ability to repair ultraviolet damage. That damage often
leads to skin cancer at a young age.

Aimee has been cancer-free for two years after hav-
ing 22 tumors removed.

“She’ll be able to go to school and it’ll be completely
� AIMEE, Page B2

Off to a healthy start at school

Sacramento Bee/Autumn Cruz
Five-year-old Aimee Milota has a very rare genetic condition, xeroderma pigmentosum, that limits her skin’s ability to repair sun damage. She’s been cancer-free for
two years, however, and is enthusiastic about starting kindergarten next month at St. Francis of Assisi Elementary, whose windows have an ultraviolet-blocking film.

Asian community alarmed
by assault at Lake Tahoe
Couple’s
alleged
attack on
Indian man
is compared
to fatal
incident at
Lake Natoma
earlier this
summer.

Plaintiffs say allowing the
description for interns
skirts the law, hurting
disadvantaged students.

Trestle fire role denied
Jailed immigrant speaks out, disputes report of arrests
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wake of a July 1 attack at Lake Natoma that resulted in the
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About59,000 teachersacross the coun-
try – including 355 in the Sacramento re-
gion – are considered “highly qualified”
by the government even though they
don’t yet have a teaching credential, ac-
cording to a lawsuit filed Tuesday in U.S.
District Court in San Francisco.

The suit alleges that a loophole in the
No Child Left Behind law allows the gov-

ernment to misrepresent how prepared
teachers are for their jobs, perpetuating
a pattern of clustering inexperienced
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qualified” teachers in core academic sub-
jects. It also requires that states make an
effort to spread teachers equitably
among schools so that disadvantaged
children are not more likely than others
to be taught by underprepared teachers.

The federal Department of Education
allows teachers to be labeled “highly

� INTERNS, Page B3

‘Highly qualified’ label
for teacher trainees hit

By Ryan Lillis
and Marcos Bretón

BEE STAFF WRITER

He told local police that his name is Car-
los Martínez Morales, born Aug. 25, 1977.

In a federal indictment, he is listed as
José Eduardo Moran-Marques, born Aug.
12, 1976.

Either way, the Salvadoran son of a
clothing salesman says he had nothing to
do with the massive March fire that de-
stroyed a railroad trestle in Sacramento.

The man who was indicted last week on

charges of lying about his name and where
he was at the time of the March 15 blaze
that gutted a Union Pacific Railroad trestle
along the American River Parkway told
The Bee in a jailhouse interview Tuesday
he is afraid he is being jailed “for no rea-
son.”He sayshis name is JoséEduardo Mo-
ran-Marques, that he was born in Chala-
tenango, El Salvador, on Aug. 25, 1977,
and that he has been deported from the
United States three times.

Moran-Marques, who said he lived in
the parkway, also said he had never been

arrested in Sacramento before May. The
Bee reportedTuesday that hehad been, cit-
ing court and jail records. Sheriff’s offi-
cials confirmed those arrests as late as
Tuesday afternoon but later backtracked.

Sacramento Sheriff’s Sgt. Tim Curran
said that when Moran-Marques was
booked into Sacramento County jail on
May 14 he gave his name as Carlos Mar-
tínez Morales. Based on that information,
authorities believed he was the same man
with the same name and birth date who
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He could be a poster child for
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By his count, he’s been
deported three times in 10 years for
traveling illegally to the United States
from El Salvador. Each time the INS
shipped him home, back he came,
landing eventually in Sacramento.

He was homeless, sleeping along
the American River. Now he resides
at the Sacramento Main Jail, where
he’s lived for three months.

He admits to giving a false name to
authorities. But setting the monstrous
trestle fire that destroyed one of
Union Pacific’s main freight lines on
March 15?

No way. José Eduardo Moran-
Marques denies any involvement,
though he says he’s been questioned
three times by federal investigators
regarding a blaze that caused $30
million in damage and was seen 50
miles away.

“They told me that three people
said I told them I did it,” Moran-
Marques said in a jailhouse interview
Tuesday. “I said bring those people
here and let’s see if it’s true.

“I never told anyone anything like
this. ...Where is the law?”

Moran-Marques has been locked
up since May 14 on a variety of
charges, each seemingly designed to
keep the young fella from fleeing the
country while the trestle investiga-
tion grinds forward.

This even though Moran-Marques
hasn’t been publicly named as a
“person of interest” in the investiga-
tion. First he got popped for vagran-
cy. Then for illegally re-entering the
country after being deported. Then,
when a judge ruled he was eligible for
deportation Thursday, a federal
grand jury indicted him for making
false statements to authorities.

Maybe next he’ll get indicted for
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Either way, Moran-Marques will
celebrate his 30th birthday in jail on
Saturday. This is just a guess, but the
lad would probably welcome blow-
ing out the candles on a one-way
deportation to his homeland.

And pronto!
“Why don’t they deport me to El

Salvador?” he asked. “I ask my God:
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here because he’s undocumented.
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tion is 5 months old and still un-
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corridor for goods shipped in and out
of Northern California went up in
flames and authorities say it’s possi-
ble that one person could have done
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have rap sheets.
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before we go any further.

A source informed The Bee that
other homeless people told investiga-
tors Moran-Marques bragged about
setting the fire to get back at park
rangers who had rousted him.
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Don’t rush to judgment.

Moran-Marques is innocent until
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the gun, alone in his case.
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When she starts kindergarten next month at St.
Francis of Assisi Elementary in Sacramento,
Aimee Milota will be able to go to the cafete-

ria, the bathroom or gym class, just like any other
school kid.

That’s because many windows at her new school
have been outfitted with a protective ultraviolet-
blocking film that shields her susceptible skin from the
sun’s harmful rays.

The 5-year-old suffers from xeroderma pigmento-
sum, a rare genetic condition that limits the skin’s
ability to repair ultraviolet damage. That damage often
leads to skin cancer at a young age.

Aimee has been cancer-free for two years after hav-
ing 22 tumors removed.

“She’ll be able to go to school and it’ll be completely
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Off to a healthy start at school

Sacramento Bee/Autumn Cruz
Five-year-old Aimee Milota has a very rare genetic condition, xeroderma pigmentosum, that limits her skin’s ability to repair sun damage. She’s been cancer-free for
two years, however, and is enthusiastic about starting kindergarten next month at St. Francis of Assisi Elementary, whose windows have an ultraviolet-blocking film.
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Jailed immigrant speaks out, disputes report of arrests

American
River

Parkway

Map data: ESRI, TeleAtlas Sacramento Bee

Tribute Rd.

UP
 R

R
Ca

pi
ta

l C
ity

 F
w

y.

Fee Dr.

American R.

Cal Expo

Trestle fire

1/4 mile

Exposition Blvd.

Sacramento

160

B
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22, 2007 ��



OUTPUT: 08/21/07    23:22  USER: BFINLEY  BEEBROAD MASTER 06-26-02

PAGE: B 2 SACBEE - FINAL - 2 - 08/22/07CYAN MAGENTA YELLOW BLACK

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

R EG I ONAL D I G E S T

Charges against woman
in gun incident reduced

ELKO, Nev. – Attempted murder charges
against a Penryn woman who was involved in an
incident in Spring Creek, Nev., have been re-
duced to accessory charges, according to Rocky
Gonzalez, undersheriff for Elko County.

Jessica Haddad, 18, of Penryn was arrested in
the area early Aug. 16. One of her two teenage
passengers, a 16-year-old girl from Sacramento,
allegedly had been shooting a gun out the win-
dow after a dispute and car chase involving peo-
ple in other vehicles, Gonzalez said. The younger
teenager was charged with five counts of at-
tempted murder, as well as other charges involv-
ing the firearm and alcohol, he said.

Haddad initially was charged with attempted
murder; the charge was later reduced, Gonzalez
said.

– Deb Kollars

Leap kills Tehama County jail inmate, 36
RED BLUFF – A Tehama County jail inmate

died after leaping off the mezzanine of his hous-
ing unit Monday afternoon.

Robert Wesley Ramsey, 36, of Red Bluff be-
came distraught about 4 p.m., and ignored at-
tempts by jail officers to contact him and jumped
from the mezzanine, which is approximately 13
feet high, Tehama County sheriff’s officials said.

Within minutes, emergency personnel arrived
and took Ramsey to a local hospital, where he
died at 5:46 p.m. Monday.

The mezzanine is part of the group area of a
dormitory where low-risk inmates are housed,
Sheriff Clay Parker said.

“It’s a tragic event. Not only is the family hurt-
ing, we’ve got jail personnel and inmates who
witnessed the event. Mental health professionals
and chaplains are here trying to help them deal
with it,” Parker said.

Sheriff’s Department detectives have begun an
investigation. An autopsy is being scheduled to
determine cause of death.

Ramsey was booked into the county jail on
July 15 after being arrested by Red Bluff police
officers for driving under the influence and hav-
ing outstanding warrants for his arrest.

– Christine Vovakes

Man struck and killed by light-rail train
SACRAMENTO – A 53-year-old man was

killed Tuesday night after apparently walking
into the path of a light-rail train, police said.

The Coroner’s Office identified the man as
Glenn Edward Schmitt of Sacramento.

The incident happened shortly before 8 p.m.
at Del Paso Boulevard and Arden Way, Sgt. Dru
Donat said.

Witnesses reported the man walked in front of
an outbound Watt/I-80 train as it was pulling
into the station. He was thrown about 12 feet.

Schmitt was transported to UC Davis Medical
Center, where he was pronounced dead.

Donat said it isn’t clear what prompted Schmitt
to walk in front of the train and whether the
action was intentional or accidental.

“If it was an accident, it’s important for an
individual to pay attention around the train
tracks,” he said.

– Chelsea Phua

Three injured in patrol car collision
SACRAMENTO – A collision Tuesday night

between a police patrol car and a white Honda
sent three people to the hospital with minor to
moderate injuries – including a police officer,
according to authorities.

The officer was northbound on Franklin Boule-
vard about 8:20 p.m. when the southbound
white Honda attempted a left turn onto Village
Wood Drive, according to Lt. Dave Peletta.

The officer, a seven-year veteran, was respond-
ing to a call for service and was not using lights
and siren, he said.

As a result of the collision, the Honda went
4 feet into a house on the corner, causing moder-
ate structural damage, Peletta said.

It ended up about 2 feet from a man watching
television in the living room, he said. No one in
the house was injured

The Honda driver and his passenger sustained
minor facial lacerations, and the officer lacera-
tions to his arm, Peletta said.

– Chelsea Phua

SETTING
IT STRAIGHT

It is The Bee’s policy to
acknowledge errors promptly.
Corrections will appear on
Page A2 as well as in the
section where the error
occurred. Errors in Metro
should be called to the
attention of Assistant
Managing Editor Scott Lebar,
(916) 321-1182 or
slebar@sacbee.com.

CALIFORNIA LOTTERY

Aug. 22, 1952: The California Public
Health Department reports that nearly 500
Californians have contracted encephalitis this
summer. Some 30 people have died from the
disease, which was first observed in the lower
San Joaquin Valley, but then spread to the
northern San Joaquin and lower Sacramento
valleys as the summer wore on. Officials say

this is the worst outbreak of sleeping sickness in the state’s history.
“Without water we will be in a heck of a fix. Let us be diligent in taking care
of our future water supply.” – Sacramento City Councilman Roy J. Nielsen,
asking the city manager for a report on the adequacy of the city’s water
system and its ability to meet the future needs of a fast-growing population

Aimee: Principal calls process
‘wonderful learning opportunity’

IN HISTORY’S SPOTLIGHT A look at those who made headlines in the past 150 years

MEGAMILLIONS

Tuesday’s results
8 38 54 55 56

Meganumber: 2
Jackpot: $171 million

MEGA MILLIONS RECAP

Aug. 17
2 8 33 38 53

Meganumber: 12

SUPERLOTTO PLUS

Estimated Wednesday
Jackpot: $74 million

SUPERLOTTO RECAP

Aug. 18
24 34 37 39 40

Meganumber: 12

FANTASY 5

Tuesday
14 18 21 34 37

Monday’s results
5-NUMBER MATCH
1 won $184,761

4-NUMBER MATCH
165 won $358

3-NUMBER MATCH
4,972 won $15

2-NUMBER MATCH
52,844 won free play

MIDDAYDAILY 3
Tuesday 0 0 9

EVENINGDAILY 3
Tuesday 9 0 1

DAILY DERBY
Tuesday 7 6 5

Race time 1:47.80

Today’s events at the State Fair
Highlights:
� Giant Horse & Steer, noon, Kaiser Permanente
Kids Park
� Tim Womick & the Treetures Show, 1 p.m., 3
p.m., and 6 p.m., California Building
� Insect Experience, 4:30 p.m., Farm
� Terry Hanck, 8 p.m., Blues & Brews Stage
Hours: Tuesdays-Thursdays: noon to 10 p.m.;
Friday-Sunday and Labor Day: 10 a.m. to 10
p.m.; closed Mondays

Admission: General admission is $10; seniors
(62 and older) are $8; children 5-12 are $6;
children younger than 5 are free.
Parking: Cars are $7; motorcycles are $5.
Phone: (916) 263-3000, (916) 263-FAIR or
toll-free (877) CAL-EXPO
Website: www.bigfun.org or
www.funnevergrowsold.com

FROM THE PAGES of THE BEE
Born: Nov. 7, 1847
Died: Sept. 25, 1924
Known for: Discovered in Grass Valley at age 8, Lotta
Crabtree received accolades for her dancing and
singing for gold miners. She grew up to be an actress
and the highest-paid performer in America.
Background: During the Gold Rush, Crabtree
became kind of a Shirley Temple of her time. The
daughter of the operator of a boardinghouse for
miners, Crabtree met Lola Montez, an infamous
chanteuse who taught her to sing and dance. Crabtree
performed childish songs and dances regularly for

miners and at venues in Nevada City and Sacramento,
including the Forrest Theater on K Street, during the
late 1850s. She eventually became a San Francisco
favorite and, by the 1870s, was touring the nation with
her own theatrical company. When her career ended,
she had amassed a fortune estimated at $4 million.
A highlight: In 1875, Crabtree donated a fountain on
Market Street to the city of San Francisco. During the
1906 earthquake, the fountain served as a message
center, a pole in a refugee tent or both. The fountain’s
role in the earthquake has been celebrated every year
on April 18.
Sources: Bee archives, Associated Press

For historical news
clips and photos,
Bee history in video,
a McClatchy family
tree, and special
events and
promotions, go to
www.sacbee.com/
anniversary

THE SAINT MARY’S COLLEGE

EXECUTIVE

MBAPROGRAM

IN SACRAMENTO

MEETS EVERY OTHER WEEKEND
FRIDAY 6:00-10:00 PM & SATURDAY 8:30 AM-5:00 PM

Our Executive MBA is the

oldest, largest, and one of the

most respected in the Bay

Area.You emerge professionally

confident, more analytical,

decisive, and better able to

think strategically, lead and

negotiate.

OPEN
HOUSE THURSDAY AUGUST 23

7:00-8:30 PM
1750 HOWE AVENUE

SUITE 125

SACRAMENTO, CA 95825

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

c a l l 8 0 0  3 3 2  4 6 2 2
v i s i t s m c m b a . c o m

C L A S S E S  S TA RT  I N  O C TO B E R

• Accredited 18 month
program

• Business principles you
can apply immediately
at work

• Collaborative learning with
a small group of peers

• Accomplished faculty
• No GMAT required
• All classes in Sacramento

The City of West Sacramento, in coordination with the City of Sacramento, Sacramento Regional Transit and 
Yolo County Transportation District, is planning to prepare an Environmental Impact Report and notice of 
public scoping meetings for the proposed construction of a streetcar system connecting Downtown 
Sacramento and West Sacramento. The Environmental Impact Report will be prepared in accordance with 
Article 7 of the California Environmental Quality Act, Statutes and Guidelines. The purpose of the two, identical 
scoping meetings is to receive oral comments and assist in reviewing the scope and focus of the proposed 
project’s environmental impact analysis and information to be contained in the Draft EIR. 

SCOPING MEETING INFORMATION:

Both scoping meetings will be accessible to persons with disabilities. If special translation or signing services 
or other special accommodations are needed, please contact Nicole Angeloni at (916) 448-2440 at least 48 
hours before the meeting. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The City of West Sacramento is the lead agency for the preparation of a Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) for the proposed Downtown/Riverfront Streetcar Project. If 
approved, the proposed project would initiate streetcar service, using either replica or modern streetcars, in 
the public right-of-way connecting the West Sacramento Civic Center and Raley Field with Downtown 
Sacramento. Streetcar service would operate 7 days a week from 6:00 a.m. to midnight. Service is planned to 
be offered at 10 minute intervals during peak periods and at 15 minute intervals during off-peak hours. The 
project would install new track and stations in the existing street right of way on West Capitol, Tower Gateway, 
Tower Bridge, and Capitol Mall and then share existing track and stations with RT light rail along 7th/8th and 
K Streets, terminating in a one-way loop (via 13th, J, 15th, L, 13th including two new stations) around the 
Sacramento Convention Center. The project would serve as an urban circulator, connecting workers, visitors 
and recreational-goers with key development planned in Downtown West Sacramento and Sacramento.

PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD: The comment period for the Notice of Preparation began on August 22, 2007 and 
will run through September 26, 2007. Please provide all written comments to the following address by 5:00 
p.m. on Wednesday, September 26, 2007.

City of West Sacramento
Attn: David Tilley, Senior Planner
1110 West Capitol Avenue
West Sacramento, CA 95691
Phone: (916) 617-4645  |  Fax: (916) 371-0845
davidt@cityofwestsacramento.org

DOWNTOWN/RIVERFRONT STREETCAR PROJECT
NOTICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW AND SCOPING MEETINGS

September 12, 2007
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

(or until the last speaker is heard)
California State Association of Counties

1020 11th Street, Second Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

September 13, 2007
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

(or until the last speaker is heard)
City of West Sacramento Civic Center Galleria

1110 West Capitol Avenue
West Sacramento, CA 95691

safe inside,” said Aimee’s
mother, Michele Milota. “She
won’t have to wear her hood
inside. I want her to feel like any
other kindergarten child.”

Michele Milota started the
Xeroderma Pigmentosum – XP –
Family Support Group in 2005.
The foundation won support
from the 3M Co., which often
donates film for XP projects.

Milota said she chose the
school partly because it’s self-
contained. The entire facility is
enclosed in a single, three-story
building. Aimee wouldn’t have
to go outside during the school
day.

The protection at school is the
same as the covering on the
Milotas’ house and vehicles.
Whenever Aimee goes outside,
she must wear thick, protective
clothing, a hood, sunglasses and
sunblock. In 2004, Michele quit
her job to take care of her daugh-
ter’s special needs.

Ahead of the start of school,
Michele Milota worked with St.
Francis administrators to edu-
cate the faculty and parents
about XP.

“This is a wonderful learning
opportunity for us all,” said St.
Francis Principal Laurie Power.
“We wanted to do whatever we
could to make it OK for Aimee to
come here, but this also benefits
all of our students.”

Other schools in California
and around the country have
been similarly protected with
help from the family support
group.

“It’s important for families to
have a way to communicate and
get help from one another,”

Milota said. “Down syndrome,
multiple sclerosis, autism –
there could be many people in a
city who suffer, but XP is such
an isolating disease.”

Typically, one of every million
people has XP, the rare result of
both parents carrying the reces-
sive gene. Not every child born
by two parents who have the
gene has the disease. And since
the gene is recessive, there is less
of a chance the child will get it.

In some populations where
inbreeding occurs, the preva-
lence can be much higher, such
as an isolated town in northwest-
ern Guatemala where one-fourth
of villagers suffer from XP.

In July, Milota’s group, along
with Good Samaritan Interna-
tional, visited the village to
provide treatment and sun pro-
tection.

The condition is so prevalent
there because the town’s found-
ing family carried and passed on
the gene over generations, said
Dr. Bari Cunningham, a pediat-
ric dermatologist who helped the
village.

“It’s really a dire situation and
now that I’ve seen the inhumane
way these children are dying, it’s
become my mission to get the
word out about how these kids
are suffering,” Cunningham
said.

Mothers in the village can tell
within their children’s first
months if they have the ailment,
Cunningham said. Brown or
black freckles show up on ba-
bies’ faces, and they wince or
turn away from the sun. Soon
their faces are covered with
tumors and the babies often lose

eyesight.
“Then they become unrecog-

nizable,” she said. “Their eyes
and nose begin eroding and they
are in incredible pain for 24
hours a day with no access to
antibiotics or pain medication.”

Early next year, Cunningham
and other doctors will go back to
deliver more hoods, sunblock,
medication and food. The sup-
port group will sponsor a golf
tournament and ball drop in
October to raise money for the
trip.

For Aimee, her regular golf
lessons and other outdoor activi-
ties happen at night, but she's
excited that she’ll have a chance
to play indoor soccer at her new
school.

“Oh, and using the computers
and arts and crafts,” she said.
“It’ll all be fun.”

For more information about
the golf tournament, visit
www.xpfamilysupport.org or
call (916) 628-3814.

■ ■ ■

The Bee’s Danielle McNamara
can be reached at
(916) 321-1098 or
damcnamara@sacbee.com.
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The making of “Off to a healthy start at school” by Danielle McNamara 
 
An unassuming press release showed up in the office while the steady health reporter was 
on vacation. It said a local school would be outfitted with a protective coating so one of 
the new students who couldn't have contact with the sun's rays could attend. By the time 
we got the flier, though it was late in the day and the project was just about done. The 
girl's mother got back to me right away and I had a great interview with the two. Her 
dedication to her daughter and helping others with the same condition made writing the 
story much more interesting than just another school project story. 
 
This article, which originally ran on August 22, 2007, is reprinted on our website with permission 
from The Sacramento Bee. 


