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The making of “Autism goes to vaccine court” by Christina Hernandez

It was my editor's idea to localize the heated "autism court” proceedings that were going
on in Washington last summer. We found a Long Island family to which we could anchor
the story, and I set out to understand the confusing world of vaccine court, to navigate the
science of autism and to immerse myself in the emotional rollercoaster that parents of
children with autism live. | had to walk a fine line between the parent's passionate
viewpoints and science's skepticism, and | hope the story succeeded in describing this
complex world.

This article, which originally ran on July 22, 2007, is reproduced on our website with
permission from Newsday (www.newsday.com).



