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By Jim Derry
St. Tammany bureau

In eight days, Ryan Lenaghan 
of New Orleans went from being 
a poker professional to being a 
guy who just missed qualifying 
for the World Series of Poker 
final table, a shot at immortal-
ity amongst his peers and a life-
changing $8.7 million.

Still, it’s hard to feel sorry for 
him, what with the $160,000 he 
took home last week from the 
event after fi nishing 16th of 6,856 
entrants.

He says if the sting has eased 
from being knocked out, he might 
take a trip back to Las Vegas to 
check out how the “November 

—

By John Pope
Staff  writer

 Students at New Orleans’ 
medical schools will receive white 
coats, the symbols of their call-
ing, at ceremonies this weekend.

The LSU School of Medi-
cine will present white coats to 
191 second-year students Sat-
urday  at 3 p.m. at Holy Cross 
High School, 5500 Paris Ave. 
The speaker will be Dr. Cathi  

—

By Barri Bronston
and Michelle Hunter

East Jeff erson bureau

 Judy Colgan, the former 
Jefferson Parish School Board 
member who lost her re-elec-
tion bid in 2010, recently made 
a return appearance before the 
board with an unusual request. 
She wants to name Grace King 
High School’s new performing 
arts center for Supriya Jindal, 
wife of Gov. Bobby Jindal.

“Mrs. Jindal is a supporter 
and frequent visitor to Jeffer-
son Parish schools,” Colgan 
said of the 1989 Grace King 
graduate. 

While  a  board member, 
Colgan counted Grace King 
and six other schools in her 
Metairie-based 8th District 
and helped secure money for 
capital projects such as the 
performing arts center at King 
and another one at John Quin-
cy Adams Middle School.

—

By Ashley Hopkinson
Staff  writer

For the first time in a year, 
Philomenia Johnson has some 
good news to report. 

A bone marrow donor has 
been found for her 15-year-old 
daughter, who has been battling 

sickle cell disease and the debili-
tating pain that comes with it for 
most of her life. 

“It’s like breathing a sigh of 
relief,” Johnson said. “I’m not 
saying there won’t be hard times. 
But she can play.”

Sickle cell disease, which 
predominately affects African-
Americans, is a genetic blood dis-
order that causes sickle-shaped 
red blood cells to exist where 
normally shaped red blood cells 
should. The misshapen cells stick 
together and block oxygen fl ow 
to areas of the body, triggering 
episodes of excruciating pain that 
cause fevers, chest pains, seizure, 

organ damage and strokes. 
For Johnson’s daughter, Hidea 

Smith, the disorder has caused 
severe respiratory infections in 
her lungs and most recently, kid-
ney failure, said Dr. Julie Kanter, 
who performs pediatric bone 
marrow transplants at Tulane 
Medical Center.

The chance of finding a per-
manent cure for Hidea by locat-
ing a bone marrow match was a 
long shot.

Kanter said delivering the 
news this month that not one, but 
two matching donors had been 

VIEWPOINT  •  B-3
DEATHS •  B-4

—

Sickle cell sufferers 
need black donors 
for bone marrow  

—

Local poker player 
advanced in series

Medical 
students 
to get 

white coats 

RESCUE MISSION 
Supriya 
Jindal 

to grace 
arts center?

Dream 
may be 
in the 
cards

FIX THIS, PLEASE: 
The Times-Picayune 
highlights problems 
needing attention. 
Tell us about: a car-
swallowing pothole, a 
downed streetlight, a 
dead traffi c signal.

WORK IN PROGRESS: 
We also want to know 
when you see work 
progressing in your 
neighborhood.

SEND AN E-MAIL TO:

fi xthis@
timespicayune.com
Please include a phone 
number. If you can 
snap a picture with 
your camera or cell 
phone, send that, too. 

Relocation of Mandeville
sewer pump station

Rough spot
on Cadiz Street

Broken 
blacktop and 
protruding 
manholes 
make this 
section of 
Cadiz Street 
and South 
Claiborne 
Avenue 
treacherous 
for any driver. 
Attention 
is sorely 
needed 
before the 
busted 
roadway 
results in 
something 
worse than 
a flat tire.

on Cadiz Street

FIX THIS, 
PLEASE Relocation of Mandeville

sewer pump station

WORK IN
PROGRESS

What: Relocating a Mandeville sewer pump station that was incorrectly 
installed on a Mandeville resident’s property near St. Ann Drive.

Contractor: Wallace C. Drennan Inc.

Cost: $277,000

Construction: To be completed by the end of August. St. Ann Drive is expected 
to reopen within two weeks.

ELIOT KAMENITZ / THE TIMES-PICAYUNE

Sickle cell patient Hidea Smith, 15, seen with her mother, Philome-
nia Johnson, recently learned a bone marrow donor has been 
found for her. ‘It’s like breathing a sigh of relief,’ Johnson said.

WORLD SERIES OF POKER 

Ryan Lenaghan, who lives in 
New Orleans, fi nished 16th in 
the World Series of Poker out 
of more than 6,000 players and 
won about $350,000.

JEFFERSON PARISH POLITICS

HIGHER EDUCATION NOTES

—

ALSO: Dan Aykroyd is off 
the force in Harahan

—

ALSO: Loyola professor to 
celebrate anniversary; 

Loyola School of Nursing 
receives grant; Aubrey 

appointed to Tulane post

WHEN THE RAINBOW IS ENOUGH

DAVID GRUNFELD / THE TIMES-PICAYUNE

A sailboat may be on a quest for the pot of gold, heading toward New Orleans while a rainbow appears over Lake Pontchartrain 
on Saturday evening. The rainbow was the after effect of a pop-up shower that passed northeast of New Orleans. 

ELIOT KAMENITZ / THE TIMES-PICAYUNE

The relentless rain over the Central Business District and the French Quarter on 
Sunday brought out a parade of miscellaneous rain gear as people used whatever 
they could get their hands on to stay dry. Others, unprotected, just got wet.

If rainy days get you down, 
think of the blissful by-

product to all the drizzles 
and downpours: the occa-
sional rainbow. The optical, 
meteorological phenomenon 
briefl y dominated the sky 
over Lake Pontchartrain 
on Saturday evening. The 
memory of such an image 
can make a soggy Sunday a 
little more bearable, even as 
the faucet keeps fl owing for 
hours.  

See NOTES, B-2

See POLITICS, B-2

See MARROW, B-2

See POKER, B-2
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BONE MARROW 
DONORS
Less than 10 percent of 
registered bone marrow 
donors in the United 
States are black.

Black

American Indian,
Alaska Native

Asian

White

Multiple races

Native Hawaiian, 
Pacific Islander

Hispanic

7%

1%

7%

74%

3%

0.1%

10%

Source: Be The Match Registry
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PERCENT OF REGISTERED BONE MARROW DONORS IN THE UNITED STATES:

found was “amazing,” especially 
after friends and relatives held 
four separate drives to attempt 
to locate a match.  

On average, donors are found 
for just 15 percent of Tulane’s 
African-American patients who 
need transplants, she said. 

“For Caucasian kids, they may 
have five matches, and for an 
African-American child, one. And 
then you have to call that one 
donor and hope they are still able 
to donate or willing to donate at 
that time,” she said. 

That’s because only 7 percent 
of the 9 million people registered 
to be donors in the United States 
are black, said Natalie Rowe, 
community development and 
recruitment executive for the 
National Marrow Donor Pro-
gram in Louisiana.

In fact, a white patient has a 
92 percent chance of finding a 
donor on the registry compared 
with a 66 percent chance for a 
black patient. The numbers are 
similarly low for Asian, Indian 
and other minority groups, Rowe 
said.  

raising awareness at Essence
This year, the registry has 

held several drives to raise 
awareness, the most successful 
taking place at the Essence Fes-
tival, where a record 262 people 
signed up.

Rowe said the average drive 
yields just 15 to 20 black donors. 

Johnson’s first encounter with 
sickle cell disease was more than 
two decades ago, when her son, 
Lainey, was diagnosed in a rou-
tine newborn screening.

At times, “it’s like they took 
turns,” she said about her chil-
dren’s hospitalizations. Lainey, 
22, has a genetic blood disor-
der called beta thalassemia, and 
Hidea, 15, has hemoglobin SS, a 
more severe form of the disorder, 
Kanter said.  

Lainey was sick less often, 
but Hidea has not been so lucky. 
Since January, she’s been to the 
hospital 16 times. Johnson calls 
2011 their “worst year.” 

A typical sickle cell patient 
must go to a hospital for routine 
blood transfusions and pain man-
agement. Bone marrow trans-
plants are generally reserved 

for the most severe cases and for 
people battling leukemia, lym-
phoma and other diseases of the 
blood, Kanter said. 

In Hidea’s case, her body is 
rejecting blood transfusions, and 
a bone marrow transplant is her 
only chance to escape a laundry 
list of complications, including a 
significantly higher risk of death, 
she said. If it is successful, she’ll 
be cured.

“She has had one of the more 
severe reactions to blood trans-
fusions,” Kanter said. “She was 
very, very sick and in the ICU 
for days. It is very risky for us to 
give her blood again.” 

Seeing the need 
When a patient needs a bone 

marrow transplant, the first step 
is to turn to family members, 
who are most likely to have the 
specific tissue type needed. Tis-
sue type is inherited, like skin 
and eye color, so patients are 
most likely to find a match within 
their own race or family. But only 
30 percent of patients will find a 
family match. 

In Hidea’s case, her brother 
has the disease, so he can’t be 
donor. And because the disease is 
inherited, her parents were also 
disqualified. So she looked to the 
registry and got lucky.

Rowe attributes the spike in 
registrations at the Essence Fes-
tival to one fact: People respond 

when they see an immediate 
need. However, Rowe said peo-
ple need to understand that the 
need is constant, especially in the 
black community. 

“One of the main reasons I 
believe people in the African-
American community are not on 
the registry is because they are 
not educated about the need in 
their community, and once they 
are educated, we sign them up 
right there,” Rowe said.

Adding to the deficit is the 
number of myths circulating 
about bone marrow transplants, 
she said. 

“Usually when people are 
hesitant, it’s because they are 
confused.”

Rowe said once she explains 
the process, she asks poten-
tial participants whether they 
would save a life if they knew 
they could. About 4,000 people 
in Louisiana are living with the 
disease. 

“I ask … if you were the only 
person that can save someone’s 
life, would you do it?” Rowe 
said. “Most of the time people 
say, ‘When you put it that way, I 
guess so.’ ” 

••••••••

Ashley Hopkinson can be reached at 
ahopkinson@timespicayune.com or 
504.826.3371.

at tulane, 
just 15% 
of black 
patients 

find match

COMMOn QuEStiOnS:
What is a bone marrow transplant? A   

A procedure to replace damaged or unhealthy bone marrow, destroyed by 
radiation or chemotherapy, with healthy bone marrow.

What happens when I donate? A   
There are two ways to donate. The most common procedure is similar to 
donating plasma or platelets. Your blood is removed through a needle in one 
arm and passed through a machine that separates out the blood-forming 
cells. The remaining blood is returned to you through the other arm. Your 
blood-forming cells are back to their normal levels within four to six weeks. 
The procedure takes about three hours. Bone marrow can also be extracted 
through a needle in the back of the donor’s pelvis. The procedure is done 
under anesthesia at a hospital in about 24 percent of the cases. 

Who can become a donor? A  
Anyone between the ages of 18 and 60 who is in good general heath. 

How do I sign up? A  
Visit bethematch.org/stepup or call 800.627.7692.
Source: National Marrow Donor Program and local health professionals

The board made no commit-
ments to Colgan. But board 
President Michael Delesderni-
er, who defeated Colgan at 
the polls, said this week that 
the board will consider her 
request.

“We’re going to look at it,” 
he said. “But we think it should 
go through a committee and be 
vetted.”

He conceded that the issue 
is not at the top of his prior-
ity list.

“No disrespect to anyone,” 
he said, “but the No. 1 issue 
is that we have bigger fish to 
fry.”

In addition, naming the 
bui lding for  Jindal  would 
require a waiver from the Leg-
islature because state law pro-
hibits naming public property 
for living people.

When completed later this 
year, the $3.2 million perform-
ing arts center will house sev-
eral teaching and performing 
areas along with a “black box” 
theater, dance and music stu-
dios, a video production studio, 
and a grand hallway to display 
works of art. 

••••••••

RECALL: Change has been the 
mantra at the Harahan Police 
Department since the arrival of 

Chief Mac Dickinson, right down 
to the badges on every officer’s 
uniform.

Dickinson debuted new gold 
badges shortly after he took offi-
cer to distinguish his administra-
tion from that of former Chief 
Peter Dale, and he’s been recall-
ing the older badges and com-
missions ever since.

He said countless “honorary” 
commissions with badges were 
handed out during Dale’s two-
term run as chief. Some were 
turned into the department 
after he took office Jan. 1, and 
Harahan police and neighboring 
law enforcement agencies have 
seized more than 100 since then. 
As recently as last week, three 
more badges were sent in, seized 
by officers in St. Tammany Par-
ish and Kenner.

“I decided I had to replace the 
badge and commission because 
there were so many out there,” 
Dickinson said, noting his con-
cern about people without any 
police training abusing the 
badge.

The new badge has an eagle 
fashioned into its top with the 
state seal, state flag and U.S. flag 
prominently featured in the cen-
ter. The design, Dickinson said, is 
a mixture of the one used by for-
mer Chief John Doyle Jr. and the 
U.S. marshals who were based in 
Harahan during the 1920s.

Perhaps the most famous 
person with a Harahan police 

commission was Dan Aykroyd, 
the comedian and actor who was 
friendly with both Doyle and 
Dale. Aykroyd lent his star pow-
er to both former chiefs’ elec-
tion campaigns and donated 
money and supplies to the Police 
Department.

Dickinson said he told Ayk-
royd that in order to get a com-
mission under the new adminis-
tration, the actor must be trained 
as a reserve officer and provide 
24 hours of service per month. 
Aykroyd “graciously resigned” 
and agreed to send back his 
badge, Dickinson said.

“He wasn’t too happy with 
me,” the chief said.

Dickinson is grateful for the 
actor’s contributions to the Hara-
han community, but he said he 
is not handing out any honorary 
commissions. 

He has distributed about 50 
badges so far: 27 to full-time 
officers, 15 to reserve officers 
and eight to former military and 
State Police personnel who have 
been helping the department 
with training.

The badges cost $75 each, and 
three-fourths of the costs were 
covered by a federal grant.

••••••••

Barri Bronston can be reached at 
bbronston@timespicayune.com or 
504.883.7058. Michelle Hunter can be 
reached at mhunter@timespicayune.com 
or 504.883.7054.

Board leader ‘has bigger fish to fry’

Nine” final table plays out.
Lenaghan, 26, is a Mobile, Ala., 

native who graduated from LSU 
three years ago with a degree in 
general studies and decided to 
move to New Orleans to concen-
trate on poker full-time.

He has always loved the game. 
“I did pretty well playing while I 
was in college,” living off his win-
nings while taking classes, he 
said. Since 2006, he has cashed 
in on seven official tournament 
events, including a $53,468 pay-
out in a World Series circuit 
event in Palm Beach, Fla., earlier 
this year. Overall, he won more 
than $100,000 before heading to 
Las Vegas in May.

Originally an online player, one 
of the main reasons Lenaghan 
said he came to New Orleans was 
to play live, which he does sev-
eral times a week at Harrah’s. 
In the third of 58 World Series 
events this summer, Lenaghan 
won more than $15,000.

After securing a couple of 
investors to help him with the 
$10,000 buy-in for the main event, 
he was in. A few days later, as the 
tournament was whittled down 
to 693 players, Lenaghan was 
assured of making the money.

After six days, not only was he 
still alive, he had nearly 13 mil-
lion chips — 3 million more than 
any of the 56 other remaining 
players.

“Once I made the money, I had 
my eye on about $100,000, which 
was (63rd) place,” he said. “After 
we got there, I looked around, 
and we only had like eight or 
nine tables left (each table usu-
ally has nine players), and I was 
like, ‘Wow.’

“It kept going from there, and 
it was crazy. At some point I was 
thinking, ‘There’s three tables 
left in the main event, and I’m 
still in.’ It still is a surreal feeling. 
It begins to hit you, and there’s a 
whole lot of pressure.”

From there, it became tough 
for Lenaghan to keep focus. He 
had spent 14 to 16 hours each day 
for six days grinding through the 
tournament, something he hadn’t 
done before.

He was tired, and it became 
evident, as his chip stack began 
to dwindle. By the end of the 
next day, he was down to eighth 
place of the 27 remaining play-
ers, and early in Day 8, he was 
knocked out by the flush of Eng-
land’s Sam Holden (a member of 
the November Nine).

“After the seventh day, I was 
just exhausted,” Lenaghan said. 

“It’s probably the most tired I 
have ever been, but it’s hard to 
go to sleep during the tourna-
ment. It’s a weird feeling. … I 
was feeling pressure before, but 
at the end, I was so tired, it’s 
hard to feel pressure.”

For finishing 16th, he officially 
won $378,796, but after paying 
off his investors, Lenaghan said 
he took home about $160,000. If 
he could have held on to finish 
15th, he would have won an extra 
$100,000.

He hopes to be back at it next 
year, although he doesn’t intend 
to move to Las Vegas like so 
many other professionals do once 
they make a name for themselves 
in the World Series.

“I love New Orleans,” Len-
aghan said. “I’ll stay here for at 
least a couple more years. It’s 
such a great city, great people, 
great food, great music. Every-
thing is perfect here.

“I’ll travel a bit more, but the 
money (and fame) won’t change 
me too much. Maybe I’ll be able 
to play a little higher (stakes), 
but I love it here.”

•••••••

Jim Derry can be reached at jderry@
timespicayune.com or 985.898.4816.

Brush with fame not enough  
for man to leave New Orleans

Fontenot, who is the associate 
dean for academic affairs and the 
interim chief executive officer of 
the LSU Healthcare Network.

On Sunday at 2 p.m., 190 first-
year Tulane University School of 
Medicine students will receive 
their white coats at McAlister 
Auditorium on Tulane’s Uptown 
campus. Dr. James Doty, a neuro-
surgeon, will deliver the keynote 
address, and Dr. Hyman Tolmas, 
a member of the Class of 1945, 
will deliver the distinguished-
alumnus address.

••••••••

GOLDEN JUBILEE: The Rev. Stephen 
Rowntree, a philosophy profes-
sor at Loyola University, will cel-
ebrate 50 years in the Society of 
Jesus on Sunday at 3 p.m. with a 
Mass at the Immaculate Concep-
tion Church, 130 Baronne St.

It will be followed by a recep-
tion at the Roosevelt Hotel.

Rowntree, a native of Law-
rence, Mass., entered the society 

in 1961. He earned a bachelor’s 
degree at Spring Hill College, 
master’s degrees at Weston 
College and Harvard Divinity 
School, and a doctorate at Ford-
ham University.

••••••••

NURSING SCHOOL GRANT: Loyola’s 
School of Nursing has received 
$985,000 from the federal govern-
ment to underwrite loans for doc-
toral students and students who 
want to be nurse practitioners.

The money from the Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services will forgive a student 
up to 85 percent of a loan for a 
graduate degree in return for 
four years of full-time teaching 
at a U.S. nursing school upon 
graduation.

The grant could help as many 
as 88 students, said Ann Cary, 
director of Loyola’s School of 
Nursing.

More information is available 
at 504.865.2582.

••••••••

APPO INTMENTS :  Rick Aubry, 

founder and chief executive offi-
cer of Rubicon National Social 
Innovation, has been named 
Tulane’s first assistant provost 
for civic engagement and social 
entrepreneurship. A five-time 
winner of Fast Company maga-
zine’s Social Capitalist Award, 
Aubry is a lecturer at Stanford 
University’s Graduate School of 
Business.

Jerry Greenbaum, a Tulane  A

graduate who is chairman of a 
family owned business that 
includes restaurants, alcohol out-
lets and real estate companies, 
has been named to the Board of 
Tulane, the university’s govern-
ing body.

Anne Skaja Robinson is the  A

new chairwoman of Tulane’s 
Department of Chemical and 
Biomolecular Engineering. Rob-
inson, whose appointment will 
start next spring, is a  professor 
of chemical engineering at the 
University of Delaware.

•••••••

John Pope can be reached at jpope@
timespicayune.com or 504.826.3317.

Graduation arrives for med school students 

—

From staff reports

A driver who police say was 
intoxicated injured a taxi driver 
and the taxi’s passengers and 

crashed into a Tulane University 
building early Sunday.

The accident happened around 
2:45 a.m. 

The intoxicated driver, the cab 
driver and three passengers were 
hospitalized, and the cab driver is 

in critical condition, New Orleans 
Police Department spokeswoman 
Shereese Harper said.

The intoxicated driver’s name 
has not been released, and no 
other details were available Sun-
day evening.

drunken driver crashes into tulane building
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BONE MARROW 
DONORS
Less than 10 percent of 
registered bone marrow 
donors in the United 
States are black.

Black

American Indian,
Alaska Native

Asian

White

Multiple races

Native Hawaiian, 
Pacific Islander

Hispanic

7%

1%

7%

74%

3%

0.1%

10%

Source: Be The Match Registry
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PERCENT OF REGISTERED BONE MARROW DONORS IN THE UNITED STATES:

found was “amazing,” especially 
after friends and relatives held 
four separate drives to attempt 
to locate a match.  

On average, donors are found 
for just 15 percent of Tulane’s 
African-American patients who 
need transplants, she said. 

“For Caucasian kids, they may 
have five matches, and for an 
African-American child, one. And 
then you have to call that one 
donor and hope they are still able 
to donate or willing to donate at 
that time,” she said. 

That’s because only 7 percent 
of the 9 million people registered 
to be donors in the United States 
are black, said Natalie Rowe, 
community development and 
recruitment executive for the 
National Marrow Donor Pro-
gram in Louisiana.

In fact, a white patient has a 
92 percent chance of finding a 
donor on the registry compared 
with a 66 percent chance for a 
black patient. The numbers are 
similarly low for Asian, Indian 
and other minority groups, Rowe 
said.  

raising awareness at Essence
This year, the registry has 

held several drives to raise 
awareness, the most successful 
taking place at the Essence Fes-
tival, where a record 262 people 
signed up.

Rowe said the average drive 
yields just 15 to 20 black donors. 

Johnson’s first encounter with 
sickle cell disease was more than 
two decades ago, when her son, 
Lainey, was diagnosed in a rou-
tine newborn screening.

At times, “it’s like they took 
turns,” she said about her chil-
dren’s hospitalizations. Lainey, 
22, has a genetic blood disor-
der called beta thalassemia, and 
Hidea, 15, has hemoglobin SS, a 
more severe form of the disorder, 
Kanter said.  

Lainey was sick less often, 
but Hidea has not been so lucky. 
Since January, she’s been to the 
hospital 16 times. Johnson calls 
2011 their “worst year.” 

A typical sickle cell patient 
must go to a hospital for routine 
blood transfusions and pain man-
agement. Bone marrow trans-
plants are generally reserved 

for the most severe cases and for 
people battling leukemia, lym-
phoma and other diseases of the 
blood, Kanter said. 

In Hidea’s case, her body is 
rejecting blood transfusions, and 
a bone marrow transplant is her 
only chance to escape a laundry 
list of complications, including a 
significantly higher risk of death, 
she said. If it is successful, she’ll 
be cured.

“She has had one of the more 
severe reactions to blood trans-
fusions,” Kanter said. “She was 
very, very sick and in the ICU 
for days. It is very risky for us to 
give her blood again.” 

Seeing the need 
When a patient needs a bone 

marrow transplant, the first step 
is to turn to family members, 
who are most likely to have the 
specific tissue type needed. Tis-
sue type is inherited, like skin 
and eye color, so patients are 
most likely to find a match within 
their own race or family. But only 
30 percent of patients will find a 
family match. 

In Hidea’s case, her brother 
has the disease, so he can’t be 
donor. And because the disease is 
inherited, her parents were also 
disqualified. So she looked to the 
registry and got lucky.

Rowe attributes the spike in 
registrations at the Essence Fes-
tival to one fact: People respond 

when they see an immediate 
need. However, Rowe said peo-
ple need to understand that the 
need is constant, especially in the 
black community. 

“One of the main reasons I 
believe people in the African-
American community are not on 
the registry is because they are 
not educated about the need in 
their community, and once they 
are educated, we sign them up 
right there,” Rowe said.

Adding to the deficit is the 
number of myths circulating 
about bone marrow transplants, 
she said. 

“Usually when people are 
hesitant, it’s because they are 
confused.”

Rowe said once she explains 
the process, she asks poten-
tial participants whether they 
would save a life if they knew 
they could. About 4,000 people 
in Louisiana are living with the 
disease. 

“I ask … if you were the only 
person that can save someone’s 
life, would you do it?” Rowe 
said. “Most of the time people 
say, ‘When you put it that way, I 
guess so.’ ” 

••••••••

Ashley Hopkinson can be reached at 
ahopkinson@timespicayune.com or 
504.826.3371.

at tulane, 
just 15% 
of black 
patients 

find match

COMMOn QuEStiOnS:
What is a bone marrow transplant? A   

A procedure to replace damaged or unhealthy bone marrow, destroyed by 
radiation or chemotherapy, with healthy bone marrow.

What happens when I donate? A   
There are two ways to donate. The most common procedure is similar to 
donating plasma or platelets. Your blood is removed through a needle in one 
arm and passed through a machine that separates out the blood-forming 
cells. The remaining blood is returned to you through the other arm. Your 
blood-forming cells are back to their normal levels within four to six weeks. 
The procedure takes about three hours. Bone marrow can also be extracted 
through a needle in the back of the donor’s pelvis. The procedure is done 
under anesthesia at a hospital in about 24 percent of the cases. 

Who can become a donor? A  
Anyone between the ages of 18 and 60 who is in good general heath. 

How do I sign up? A  
Visit bethematch.org/stepup or call 800.627.7692.
Source: National Marrow Donor Program and local health professionals

The board made no commit-
ments to Colgan. But board 
President Michael Delesderni-
er, who defeated Colgan at 
the polls, said this week that 
the board will consider her 
request.

“We’re going to look at it,” 
he said. “But we think it should 
go through a committee and be 
vetted.”

He conceded that the issue 
is not at the top of his prior-
ity list.

“No disrespect to anyone,” 
he said, “but the No. 1 issue 
is that we have bigger fish to 
fry.”

In addition, naming the 
bui lding for  Jindal  would 
require a waiver from the Leg-
islature because state law pro-
hibits naming public property 
for living people.

When completed later this 
year, the $3.2 million perform-
ing arts center will house sev-
eral teaching and performing 
areas along with a “black box” 
theater, dance and music stu-
dios, a video production studio, 
and a grand hallway to display 
works of art. 

••••••••

RECALL: Change has been the 
mantra at the Harahan Police 
Department since the arrival of 

Chief Mac Dickinson, right down 
to the badges on every officer’s 
uniform.

Dickinson debuted new gold 
badges shortly after he took offi-
cer to distinguish his administra-
tion from that of former Chief 
Peter Dale, and he’s been recall-
ing the older badges and com-
missions ever since.

He said countless “honorary” 
commissions with badges were 
handed out during Dale’s two-
term run as chief. Some were 
turned into the department 
after he took office Jan. 1, and 
Harahan police and neighboring 
law enforcement agencies have 
seized more than 100 since then. 
As recently as last week, three 
more badges were sent in, seized 
by officers in St. Tammany Par-
ish and Kenner.

“I decided I had to replace the 
badge and commission because 
there were so many out there,” 
Dickinson said, noting his con-
cern about people without any 
police training abusing the 
badge.

The new badge has an eagle 
fashioned into its top with the 
state seal, state flag and U.S. flag 
prominently featured in the cen-
ter. The design, Dickinson said, is 
a mixture of the one used by for-
mer Chief John Doyle Jr. and the 
U.S. marshals who were based in 
Harahan during the 1920s.

Perhaps the most famous 
person with a Harahan police 

commission was Dan Aykroyd, 
the comedian and actor who was 
friendly with both Doyle and 
Dale. Aykroyd lent his star pow-
er to both former chiefs’ elec-
tion campaigns and donated 
money and supplies to the Police 
Department.

Dickinson said he told Ayk-
royd that in order to get a com-
mission under the new adminis-
tration, the actor must be trained 
as a reserve officer and provide 
24 hours of service per month. 
Aykroyd “graciously resigned” 
and agreed to send back his 
badge, Dickinson said.

“He wasn’t too happy with 
me,” the chief said.

Dickinson is grateful for the 
actor’s contributions to the Hara-
han community, but he said he 
is not handing out any honorary 
commissions. 

He has distributed about 50 
badges so far: 27 to full-time 
officers, 15 to reserve officers 
and eight to former military and 
State Police personnel who have 
been helping the department 
with training.

The badges cost $75 each, and 
three-fourths of the costs were 
covered by a federal grant.

••••••••

Barri Bronston can be reached at 
bbronston@timespicayune.com or 
504.883.7058. Michelle Hunter can be 
reached at mhunter@timespicayune.com 
or 504.883.7054.

Board leader ‘has bigger fish to fry’

Nine” final table plays out.
Lenaghan, 26, is a Mobile, Ala., 

native who graduated from LSU 
three years ago with a degree in 
general studies and decided to 
move to New Orleans to concen-
trate on poker full-time.

He has always loved the game. 
“I did pretty well playing while I 
was in college,” living off his win-
nings while taking classes, he 
said. Since 2006, he has cashed 
in on seven official tournament 
events, including a $53,468 pay-
out in a World Series circuit 
event in Palm Beach, Fla., earlier 
this year. Overall, he won more 
than $100,000 before heading to 
Las Vegas in May.

Originally an online player, one 
of the main reasons Lenaghan 
said he came to New Orleans was 
to play live, which he does sev-
eral times a week at Harrah’s. 
In the third of 58 World Series 
events this summer, Lenaghan 
won more than $15,000.

After securing a couple of 
investors to help him with the 
$10,000 buy-in for the main event, 
he was in. A few days later, as the 
tournament was whittled down 
to 693 players, Lenaghan was 
assured of making the money.

After six days, not only was he 
still alive, he had nearly 13 mil-
lion chips — 3 million more than 
any of the 56 other remaining 
players.

“Once I made the money, I had 
my eye on about $100,000, which 
was (63rd) place,” he said. “After 
we got there, I looked around, 
and we only had like eight or 
nine tables left (each table usu-
ally has nine players), and I was 
like, ‘Wow.’

“It kept going from there, and 
it was crazy. At some point I was 
thinking, ‘There’s three tables 
left in the main event, and I’m 
still in.’ It still is a surreal feeling. 
It begins to hit you, and there’s a 
whole lot of pressure.”

From there, it became tough 
for Lenaghan to keep focus. He 
had spent 14 to 16 hours each day 
for six days grinding through the 
tournament, something he hadn’t 
done before.

He was tired, and it became 
evident, as his chip stack began 
to dwindle. By the end of the 
next day, he was down to eighth 
place of the 27 remaining play-
ers, and early in Day 8, he was 
knocked out by the flush of Eng-
land’s Sam Holden (a member of 
the November Nine).

“After the seventh day, I was 
just exhausted,” Lenaghan said. 

“It’s probably the most tired I 
have ever been, but it’s hard to 
go to sleep during the tourna-
ment. It’s a weird feeling. … I 
was feeling pressure before, but 
at the end, I was so tired, it’s 
hard to feel pressure.”

For finishing 16th, he officially 
won $378,796, but after paying 
off his investors, Lenaghan said 
he took home about $160,000. If 
he could have held on to finish 
15th, he would have won an extra 
$100,000.

He hopes to be back at it next 
year, although he doesn’t intend 
to move to Las Vegas like so 
many other professionals do once 
they make a name for themselves 
in the World Series.

“I love New Orleans,” Len-
aghan said. “I’ll stay here for at 
least a couple more years. It’s 
such a great city, great people, 
great food, great music. Every-
thing is perfect here.

“I’ll travel a bit more, but the 
money (and fame) won’t change 
me too much. Maybe I’ll be able 
to play a little higher (stakes), 
but I love it here.”

•••••••

Jim Derry can be reached at jderry@
timespicayune.com or 985.898.4816.

Brush with fame not enough  
for man to leave New Orleans

Fontenot, who is the associate 
dean for academic affairs and the 
interim chief executive officer of 
the LSU Healthcare Network.

On Sunday at 2 p.m., 190 first-
year Tulane University School of 
Medicine students will receive 
their white coats at McAlister 
Auditorium on Tulane’s Uptown 
campus. Dr. James Doty, a neuro-
surgeon, will deliver the keynote 
address, and Dr. Hyman Tolmas, 
a member of the Class of 1945, 
will deliver the distinguished-
alumnus address.

••••••••

GOLDEN JUBILEE: The Rev. Stephen 
Rowntree, a philosophy profes-
sor at Loyola University, will cel-
ebrate 50 years in the Society of 
Jesus on Sunday at 3 p.m. with a 
Mass at the Immaculate Concep-
tion Church, 130 Baronne St.

It will be followed by a recep-
tion at the Roosevelt Hotel.

Rowntree, a native of Law-
rence, Mass., entered the society 

in 1961. He earned a bachelor’s 
degree at Spring Hill College, 
master’s degrees at Weston 
College and Harvard Divinity 
School, and a doctorate at Ford-
ham University.

••••••••

NURSING SCHOOL GRANT: Loyola’s 
School of Nursing has received 
$985,000 from the federal govern-
ment to underwrite loans for doc-
toral students and students who 
want to be nurse practitioners.

The money from the Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services will forgive a student 
up to 85 percent of a loan for a 
graduate degree in return for 
four years of full-time teaching 
at a U.S. nursing school upon 
graduation.

The grant could help as many 
as 88 students, said Ann Cary, 
director of Loyola’s School of 
Nursing.

More information is available 
at 504.865.2582.

••••••••

APPO INTMENTS :  Rick Aubry, 

founder and chief executive offi-
cer of Rubicon National Social 
Innovation, has been named 
Tulane’s first assistant provost 
for civic engagement and social 
entrepreneurship. A five-time 
winner of Fast Company maga-
zine’s Social Capitalist Award, 
Aubry is a lecturer at Stanford 
University’s Graduate School of 
Business.

Jerry Greenbaum, a Tulane  A

graduate who is chairman of a 
family owned business that 
includes restaurants, alcohol out-
lets and real estate companies, 
has been named to the Board of 
Tulane, the university’s govern-
ing body.

Anne Skaja Robinson is the  A

new chairwoman of Tulane’s 
Department of Chemical and 
Biomolecular Engineering. Rob-
inson, whose appointment will 
start next spring, is a  professor 
of chemical engineering at the 
University of Delaware.

•••••••

John Pope can be reached at jpope@
timespicayune.com or 504.826.3317.

Graduation arrives for med school students 

—

From staff reports

A driver who police say was 
intoxicated injured a taxi driver 
and the taxi’s passengers and 

crashed into a Tulane University 
building early Sunday.

The accident happened around 
2:45 a.m. 

The intoxicated driver, the cab 
driver and three passengers were 
hospitalized, and the cab driver is 

in critical condition, New Orleans 
Police Department spokeswoman 
Shereese Harper said.

The intoxicated driver’s name 
has not been released, and no 
other details were available Sun-
day evening.

drunken driver crashes into tulane building
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RESCUE MISSION: SICKLE CELL SUFFERERS NEED BLACK DONORS FOR BONE 
MARROW –By Ashley Hopkinson 
 
This is my favorite article for several reasons. It’s one of the last stories I reported on for 
The Times-Picayune and it’s the story I was given the most time to report. This story has 
also received the largest community reaction of any story I’ve ever written. The day after 
the story was printed I had at least a dozen e-mails and phone calls from people in the 
community who wanted to thank me for writing the article and wanted to know how they 
could help. As a reporter and an African American, it was a touching and humbling 
experience that taught me the depth of what health reporting can do for a community. It 
can highlight someone’s battle with an illness, while explaining a larger issue and the 
role individual people can play in making a difference.  
  
I initially pitched the story to my editors as one about how young black children in New 
Orleans were battling sickle cell disease. I wanted to cover the health topic because I 
knew it was underreported. However, in the midst of my reporting I spoke to a source 
who said this: “Only 7 percent of the 9 million people registered to be donors in the 
United States are black.” Once I heard that staggering statistic, the focus of my story 
changed and I began to write it from the perspective of Sickle Cell patients waiting on 
bone marrow transplants. It became a story about how one battle can be compounded 
by another battle–– the search to find a compatible donor when most donors do not 
match your ethnicity. In reporting the story, I spoke to several doctors who specialize in 
Sickle Cell Disease and its treatment. I also spoke to longtime donor coordinators about 
the complications minorities face in securing compatible donors. In the end, I chose to 
use Hidea’s story because it was compelling and she was able to find a donor, despite 
the odds against her. 
 
This article, which originally ran on July 25, 2011, has been reproduced in its entirety on our 
website with permission from The Times-Picayune. 

 


