
 

 
 

 



 



This clip is memorable to me for a number of reasons. It was my fourth Sunday front 
page story for the AJC and my last story of the summer. I worked exclusively on this 
story for almost three weeks, and it was one of the most difficult issues I've had to write 
about as a reporter. The story began from a tip by a newsroom staffer who handles the 
paper's birth certificate database, which showed that there were girls as young as ten 
giving birth in the state. The story was put on hold for a number of weeks due to its 
potentially controversial nature, and before I began reporting, a meeting was held with 
several editors to discuss what we hoped to accomplish with a story of this nature. The 
final piece ended up being fairly representative of what we set out to do -- give a fair, 
accurate report on the issues surrounding these births to young mothers. We decided early 
on that we wanted to respect the privacy of victims and not pursue names on the records. 
While first-person accounts are the gold standard in journalism, I feel that the story did a 
fair job of presenting this issue without the perspective of a young teen mother given the 
sensitive nature of the topic. A challenge I faced when writing this piece was that I had 
covered a very extensive range of related subjects in my reporting -- from teen pregnancy 
in general to contraceptives to late-term abortions. In the end, I feel that good editorial 
advice helped me to focus on the crux of the story without adding details from my 
reporting that were interesting and informative but did not fit as well with the theme of 
the story and may have been distracting to the reader. 


