Weather

Today: Thunderstorms.
High 88. Low 67.
Thursday: Thunderstorms.
High 88. Low 68.
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Mauro Ruiz left Mexico to escape the stigma of heing gay. In the United States, he found friendly men and crystal meth — and he contracted HIV.

AIDS Among Latinos on Rise

Hispanics in U.S. Face Unique Obstacles to Diagnosis, Treatment

By Cear ConNoLLY
Washington Post Staff Writer

SAN YSIDRO, Calif. — AIDS
rates in the nation’s Latino com-
munity are increasing and, with
little notice, have reached what
experts are calling a simmering
public health crisis.

Though Hispanics make up
about 14 percent of the U.S. pop-
ulation, they represented 22 per-
cent of new HIV and AIDS diag-
noses tallied by federal officials in
2006. According to a survey by
the Kaiser Family Foundation,
Hispanics in the District have the
highest rate of new AIDS cases in
the country.

So far, the toll of AIDS in the na-
tion’s largest and fastest-growing
minority population has mostly
been overshadowed by the epi-

demic among African Americans
and gay white men. Yet in major
U.S. cities, as many as 1 in 4 gay
Hispanic men has HIV, a rate on
par with sub-Saharan Africa.

Blacks still have the highest
HIV rates in the country, but lan-
guage difficulties, cultural bar-
riers and, in many cases, issues of
legal status make the threat in the
Hispanic community unique. For
those who arrived illegally, in par-
ticular, fear of arrest and deporta-
tion presents a daunting obstacle
to seeking diagnosis and treat-
ment.

“Officials need to stop down-
playing or ignoring what’s hap-
pening among Latinos,” said Os-
car De La O, president of Bien-
estar, a Latino service
organization. “We are at the cen-
ter of the storm.”

Rate of new HIV/AIDS diagnoses
by race/ethnicity in 33 states
and Puerto Rico, 2006:

Black
47%

White
29%

Asian/Pacific —L-American Indian/
Islander 1% Alaska native
Less than 1%

SOURCE: Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention

Even with the United States
embroiled in a fierce debate over
immigration policy, the problem
of AIDS in Latinos had received
scant attention from political and

public health officials. At the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, where only two of 17 ap-
proved HIV programs target His-
panic Americans, officials have
added Spanish-language hotlines,
confidential testing sites and oth-
er initiatives aimed at filling the
gap.

“Hispanics are overrepresented
in this epidemic, and we need to
target our efforts to them,” CDC
epidemiologist Kenneth Domin-
guez said in an interview.

Officials do not have a precise
tally of HIV infection nationwide,
because many states have not re-
ported figures to the CDC. The 22
percent, a figure that has not been
previously released, includes 33
states and Puerto Rico, but not

See AIDS, A7, Col. 1

After Visit, Obama
Defends Iraq Plan

Pullout Tied to Boosting Afghan Mission

By Dan Baiz
and SuparsaN RacHAVAN
Washington Post Staff Writers

AMMAN, Jordan, July 22 —
Democratic presidential candidate
Barack Obama on Tuesday defended
his proposal to withdraw U.S. forces
from Iraq over a 16-month period de-
spite opposition to any timeline
from the top U.S. commander there,
Gen. David H. Petraeus. More
forces are needed to combat a peril-
ous situation in Afghanistan, Obama
said.

“I believe that the best way to sup-
port Iraqi sovereignty and to encour-
age the Iraqis to stand up is through
the responsible redeployment of our
combat brigades,” Obama told re-
porters after completing a four-day
visit to Iraq and Afghanistan.

Looking ahead to meetings with
Israeli and Palestinian leaders
Wednesday, the Illinois senator also
pledged that, if elected president, he
would provide “sustained energy
and focus” to help forge a peace
agreement ending their conflict. But
he noted that “it’s unrealistic to ex-
pect that a U.S. president alone can
suddenly snap his fingers about
bringing about peace in this region.”

Obama, who flew to Israel late
Tuesday after a meeting and dinner
with Jordan’s King Abdullah II, will
on Wednesday abruptly shift from
Iraq and Afghanistan to the Israeli-
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COURTESY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

THE FORGOTTEN WAR:
Cpl. Gunnar Zwilling is one
of 52 American soldiers
killed since May 1 — in
Afghanistan. A2

ANALYSIS: Obama’s trip
redefines the election’s
foreign policy debate. A8

PROGRESS IN IRAQ?
Parliament takes a key step
toward setting elections,
but Kurds balk. A10

Palestinian conflict and to questions
about Iran’s nuclear ambitions and
their threat to the Israelis and the re-
gion. By affirming his commitment
to Israel’s security, Obama will also
attempt to overcome doubts at home
among many Jewish voters.
Declining to speak in detail about

See OBAMA, A48, Col. 1

U.S. Rushes to Change
Workplace Toxin Rules

By Caror D. LeonNIG
Washington Post Staff Writer

Political appointees at the Depart-
ment of Labor are moving with un-
usual speed to push through in the fi-
nal months of the Bush administra-
tion a rule making it tougher to
regulate workers’ on-thejob expo-
sure to chemicals and toxins.

The agency did not disclose the
proposal, as required, in public notic-
es of regulatory plans that it filed in
December and May. Instead, Labor
Secretary Elaine L. Chao’s intention
to push for the rule first surfaced on
July 7, when the White House Office
of Management and Budget (OMB)
posted on its Web site that it was re-
viewing the proposal, identified only
by its nine-word title.

The text of the proposed rule has
not been made public, but according
to sources briefed on the change and

to an early draft obtained by The
Washington Post, it would call for re-
examining the methods used to
measure risks posed by workplace
exposure to toxins. The change
would address long-standing com-
plaints from businesses that the gov-
ernment overestimates the risk
posed by job exposure to chemicals.

The rule would also require the
agency to take an extra step before
setting new limits on chemicals in the
workplace by allowing an additional
round of challenges to agency risk as-
sessments.

The department’s speed in trying
to make the regulatory change con-
trasts with its reluctance to alter
workplace safety rules over the past
7% years. In that time, the depart-
ment adopted only one major health
rule for a chemical in the workplace,

See LABOR, 44, Col. 5

Big GOP Donor Faced Trouble Back Home

By MartaeEw Mosk
Washington Post Staff Writer

On the day Republican Sen. John
McCain surged to victory in Flori-
da’s presidential primary, a group of
supporters gathered at the elegant
Tampa Club for a luncheon held by
Gov. Charlie Crist and Sen. Mel
Martinez.

Mingling with some of the state’s
business and political elite that Jan-
uary day was a Florida newcomer,
an Oregon venture capitalist named

Craig Berkman. Unbeknown to the
guests, Berkman'’s life was crashing
around him.

For two years, Berkman had been
battling his investment partners af-
ter admitting that he had lent him-
self $5 million of their money with-
out telling them. A civil fraud case
against him was about to go to trial.

Berkman continued to raise mon-
ey for McCain. He and his wife have
donated $50,000 to Republican can-
didates and party committees this
election cycle, including a $28,500

B The GOP’s Internet guru tries to capture the buzz. | C/

INSIDE

check to the Republican National
Committee’s Victory Fund on May
29 to support McCain’s bid. Berk-
man’s political generosity has an-
gered his former investors, who pre-
vailed in court but have not seen a
penny of the $28 million in civil
damages that a jury awarded them.

This week, the McCain campaign
said that it has given Berkman’s do-
nations to charity and that it will ask
the Republican National Committee
to do the same.

The failure to earlier identify

See DONOR, A9, Col. 1
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Radovan Karadzic, the Bosnian
Serb fugitive and most wanted
man in Europe for more than a
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Wno KitLEp CHANDRA LEVY?

Chapter 10: A JATLHOUSE INFORMANT

A Wild Tale of Murder for Hire

By Sari Horwitz, Scott Higham and Sylvia Moreno

Washington Post Staff Writers

On Sept. 11, 2001, terrorists struck the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon, and the Chandra Levy story

quickly dropped off the front pages of newspapers around

the world.

In Modesto, Calif., the satellite television trucks that

had been parked outside Robert and Susan Levy’s home
pulled away. In Washington, law enforcement resources

were shifted from Chandra’s case to terrorism-related

tasks.

It had been four months since Chandra
disappeared. During one of her last Internet
searches on the day she vanished, she had
pulled up a map of Rock Creek Park. Police
recruits had looked for her there. But neither
the D.C. detectives nor the prosecutors on the
case had focused on a man who confessed July 2
to his involvement in attacks on two women in

the park.

The man, a 20-year-old Salvadoran named
Ingmar Guandique, did not catch the attention
of prosecutors until mid-September, when they
heard that he allegedly told a jailhouse

PREVIOUSLY: D.C. police on the Levy case learn about a man attacking women in Rock Creek Park but don’t
immediately investigate. Rep. Gary Condit gives his fourth and final interview to investigators. A storied FBI agent
comes away thinking Condit is not involyed.

on television.

informant that he had killed Chandra.

On Sept. 21, Guandique was removed from
his jail cell and brought to the U.S. attorney’s
office in Washington for questioning by
prosecutors and D.C. detectives. He was
accompanied by a public defender.

Guandique was shown a picture of Chandra.
He said the only place he had ever seen her was

That contradicted what a former Park Police
detective later told The Washington Post. Joe

Ingmar Guandique, in a
1999 photo for his
Salvadoran national ID
card.

See CHANDRA, 46, Col. 1
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