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Methodology

The Kaiser Family Foundation Inside-OUT: A Report on the Experiences of Lesbians, Gays and Bisexuals in America and the Public’s Views on Issues 
and Policies Related to Sexual Orientation was designed and analyzed by researchers at the Kaiser Family Foundation.  Dr. Randall Sell of Columbia 
University served as an academic consultant on the design of the survey.  Fieldwork was conducted by Princeton Survey Research Associates from 
February 7 through September 4, 2000.  The study had two components, the General Public (GP) Survey and the Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual (LGB) 
Survey.  The GP results of this project are based on a telephone survey among a randomly selected nationally representative sample of 2,283 adults 18 
years or older living in continental United States.  Interviews were completed in both English and Spanish, according to the preference of the respondent.  
The margin of sampling error for the GP survey is +/- 3.5 percentage points.  For results based on subsets of respondents the margin of sampling error is 
higher.  Note that in addition to sampling error there are other possible sources of measurement error. 

Estimates of the number of men and women in the United States that identify as lesbian, gay or bisexual vary considerably, and drawing a scientific 
random sample of a group that is a relatively small percentage of the U.S. population without knowledge of its absolute size or geographic distribution 
poses numerous challenges.   In an attempt to have a representative, random sample of opinions, we assembled a random sample of telephone households 
geographically limited to 15 major U.S. metropolitan areas.  All sampled households were asked a series of questions inventorying household member 
characteristics, including whether there was any adult “who is gay, lesbian, bisexual.” The LGB survey results are based on 405 telephone interviews 
among these randomly selected, self-identified gay, lesbian and bisexual adults 18 years or older.  The margin of sampling error for the LGB survey is +/-
5.9 percentage points. 
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Source:  Kaiser Family Foundation Inside-OUT: A Report on the Experiences of Lesbians, Gays and Bisexuals in America and the Public’s Views on 
Issues and Policies Related to Sexual Orientation, November 2001 (conducted Feb.-Sept. 2000)
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Source:  Kaiser Family Foundation Inside-OUT: A Report on the Experiences of Lesbians, Gays and Bisexuals in America and the Public’s Views on 
Issues and Policies Related to Sexual Orientation, November 2001 (conducted Feb.-Sept. 2000)
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Source:  Kaiser Family Foundation Inside-OUT: A Report on the Experiences of Lesbians, Gays and Bisexuals in America and the Public’s Views on 
Issues and Policies Related to Sexual Orientation, November 2001 (conducted Feb.-Sept. 2000)
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Source:  Kaiser Family Foundation Inside-OUT: A Report on the Experiences of Lesbians, Gays and Bisexuals in America and the Public’s Views on 
Issues and Policies Related to Sexual Orientation, November 2001 (conducted Feb.-Sept. 2000);  Princeton Survey Research Associates, July 30 – July 
31, 1998, sponsored by Newsweek, data provided by the Roper Center for Public Opinion Research, University of Connecticut;  Princeton Survey 
Research Associates, August 27, 1992, survey of registered voters (People who report being registered to vote in telephone surveys typically represent 
approximately eight in ten of all adults nationwide.) sponsored by Newsweek;  and Gallup, July 20 – July 21, 1983, sponsored by Newsweek, data 
provided by the Roper Center for Public Opinion Research, University of Connecticut.
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Issues and Policies Related to Sexual Orientation, November 2001 (conducted Feb.-Sept. 2000)



Acceptance of Lesbians, Gays and Bisexuals in Various 
Areas of Daily Life

46%

58%

60%

61%

71%

78%

87%

Are comfortable with working with someone who is 
gay or lesbian

If had children, would allow them to attend a high 
school class if teacher is openly gay or lesbian

If had children, would allow them to attend an 
elementary class if teacher is openly gay or lesbian

Would shop at a store owned by someone who is gay 
or lesbian

Would see a doctor who is openly gay or lesbian

Would attend a church or synagogue where the minister 
or rabbi is openly gay or lesbian

Would vote for a political candidate who is openly gay 
or lesbian

Chart 12

Percent of general public who…

Source:  Kaiser Family Foundation Inside-OUT: A Report on the Experiences of Lesbians, Gays and Bisexuals in America and the Public’s Views on 
Issues and Policies Related to Sexual Orientation, November 2001 (conducted Feb.-Sept. 2000)



Percent of Each Group Who Agree or Disagree that 
Homosexual Behavior is Morally Wrong

30%

35%

42%

38% 13%

15%

16%

17%

16%

17%

16%

13%

31%

61%

47%

7%

16%

10%

14%

13%

14% 16%

26%

22%

29%

37%

13%

31%

Completely
agree

Somewhat
agree

Completely    
disagree

Somewhat 
disagree 

Age

Chart 13

Know 
someone

Know someone/ 
don’t know 
someone who is 
gay

Male

Female

Gender

18-29
years

65+
years

Don’t 
know 
someone

*Note: Mixed, Don’t know/Refused not shown

General 
Public Total

Source:  Kaiser Family Foundation Inside-OUT: A Report on the Experiences of Lesbians, Gays and Bisexuals in America and the Public’s Views on 
Issues and Policies Related to Sexual Orientation, November 2001 (conducted Feb.-Sept. 2000)



60%

47%

24%

23%

20%

7%

13%

49%

27%

11%

31%

9%

13%

17%

14%

15% 19%

14%

26%

29%

Completely
agree

Somewhat
agree

Completely 
disagree

Somewhat 
disagree 

Percent by Religion Who Agree or Disagree that Homosexual 
Behavior is Morally Wrong

Non-
Evangelical 
Christian

No religious 
affiliation 

Catholic

Protestant/ 
Christian

Evangelical 
Christian

Religion

Chart 14

*Note: Mixed, Don’t know/Refused not shown

Source:  Kaiser Family Foundation Inside-OUT: A Report on the Experiences of Lesbians, Gays and Bisexuals in America and the Public’s Views on 
Issues and Policies Related to Sexual Orientation, November 2001 (conducted Feb.-Sept. 2000)
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